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International Seminar:
“Radically Envisioning a Different Southeast
Asia: From a Non-State Perspective”

(FOTHEMBEEEDIE)
2011 & 18 18-19H
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On the January |
18-19 2010, our
Kiban (S) Project

co-sponsored an in-

ternational seminar

entitled “Radically

Envisioning a Dif-

=1
]
=]
=
rm
=
=
22
=
=
—
(=]

ferent Southeast

A DIFFERENT SOUTHEAST ASIA:
FROM A NON-STATE PERSPECTIVE
femeSsch: Bpf JAMES SCOTT

Zl]" Jan IB(Tuz) 'B(Wzd) il

Inamori Foundation Hall

Asia: From a Non-
State Perspective”.

We welcomed Pro- |;

sbory hikawa (Kyata University), Renard Ran (Chiang Mai University),

Atsushi Ota (Anldnmlu Sinica, Tulwan) I]un)\ul Chew (Umvurxlky of Muluvsll Surav{lk)
sity)

fessor James Scott an‘ﬂnnn Nw:e Natioral Uniers re). Kvenchewan Buadaang (1 o v

)
1 nversity ofIndanesia). Horlefor Jonsson (Arizana Stats ﬁmvsrsuy)'
e ey o Al ey of alaysia Saravak).

) of Singapare), Wi Sinica, aiwan)

form Yale Univer- B AR E BT U7 BI| SHRE TEL: (075-753-7338) stanaka@cseaskyoto-uaclp

sity and other renowned Southeast Asianists to the Center
for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University to participate

in two-day seminar.

B HERX

The central question of this seminar was to ask to what
extent can Southeast Asia be re-conceptualized, researched,
and rewritten, if we considered non-state-centered perspec-
tives and as such all participants joined in a discussion
on these perspectives in the region and engaged in James
Scott’s most recent work The Art of Not Being Governed
(2010). A cursory glance at ethnographies concerning social
formations in the region highlights how the nation-state-
centered perspective has long generated a discussion on

center-periphery dichotomies.

To engage in how the theoretical idea of Zomia (non-
state periphery) plays out in Southeast Asia, the seminar
explored different empirical case studies, with the aim of
further refining and improving our understanding of South-
east Asian societies. The principle undertaking was to set
out to correct the distortion imposed upon the past and
present by re-reading the history of people without a history
by critically examining state-centered historiography and
ethnographic works on non-state space such as borderland
and maritime frontier. It is in this context that James Scott,
the keynote speaker presents his thoughts on how this re-
reading can critically allow us to explore new avenues in
relations between various actors and tease out the nuances

that exist in state and non-state spaces.

The discussion of the seminar was closely related to
Kiban (S) project on riverine society where rivers function
as liaison between state space (downriver) and non-state
space (upriver). The members of our Kiban (S) project also

participated in the seminar and joined in the deliberative

discussion.
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UNIMAS-Kyoto Seminar

2011 &1 8248

BT RESRFERE 7T OTHRAE

Z%E : /Il Jayl Chew WIE #&KE Badenoch
BEA RE g Dave RAJI SAE
t#E] HH

A7ar 7 OB 1H TbHD, <L—37 - 5
727 K% (UNIMAS) @ Daniel Chew[G& Jayl Langub [
ZRMEL T, ORI OVWTREL TS
FL 7, Daniel ChewiZi&, fiRMIZHITZHF7T
HNDTAT L TATADREIZOWT, Jayl Langub
IZi&, I RNz BIF Rz bz, B8+
v &ul NG AR DKM REDBID L 7S AT ATD
WTC, ZNENGES>TWEEEEL,

BEANOREKEEZL NITHRLET.

Chinese in Sarawak, 1946-1963: Education, Land and
Belonging
by Daniel Chew
(The topic) is on Chinese identity formation in Sarawak
during the period of British colonial rule from 1946 to
1963, on how the ethnic Chinese perceived their identity in
response to political circumstances and socio-cultural fac-
tors. Extraneous factors such as the historical and cultural
identity of the Chinese, how China viewed its role in rela-
tion to the Chinese overseas, the attitudes and policies of
the British colonial government, and the reactions of the
indigenous people of Sarawak towards the Chinese, shaped
the self perceptions of the Chinese and their sense of be-
longing to Sarawak. In particular, Chinese education and
the demand for land for planting will be examined for their

influence on Chinese identity.

Sarawak M A &(ZDLVTEEY Daniel Chew K
B\ AERER

Tamu: Trading at the Edge
by Jayl Langub

At the turn of the 20th century, the Brooke government
in Sarawak instituted a system of government-supervised
trade meetings known as tamu between the nomadic Penan
and longhouse-dwelling swidden agriculturalists. This sys-
tem of trade involved three parties: the Penan, their long-
house neighbours and the government acting as a mediator
to ensure fair dealings.

It is a unique system in that it combined governance
and fair economic exchange between stronger and weaker
groups. The institution is significant in that it revealed much
about the Brookes’ philosophy and governance towards
small and isolated groups such as the Penan. The system is
no longer practiced but is still remembered with nostalgia
by the Penan, primarily for being respectful and fair to all

parties.
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plantation industries in Sabah, Malaysia
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