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The purpose of this dispatch was to conduct research on analytic Asian philosophy. Analytic Asian 

philosophy is a new trend in philosophy that aims to re-interpret Asian thoughts such as Buddhism, Confucianism, 

Daoism, and so on through the perspective of analytic philosophy and the tools from contemporary non-classical 

logics. It attempts to shed new light on both Asian thought and analytic philosophy, to promote conversation 

between the East and the West, and finally to produce a genuinely novel philosophy.  

Specifically, I planned to make a study of the catuskoti (or tetralemma). The catuskoti is a fundamental 

logical principle or category of Indian logic, which is frequently invoked in Nāgārjuna’s Mūlamadhyamakakārikā, 

for example. Because of its contradictory nature, how to make logical sense of the catuskoti has long been a 

puzzle of Buddhist logic and Indian thought. In my paper “The catuskoti in a bilattice,” I presented a new 

reconstruction of the catuskoti using the logical structure of bilattice. The aim of my research in NUS is to further 

develop the line so as to incorporate the whole system of Nāgārjuna’s logic. 
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This term, which is the first half of the dispatch, has been devoted, for the most part, to the formal side 

of my plan. I investigated into how to make good sense of the notion of negation in relevant logic, which has often 

been criticized for its lack of intuitive interpretation. The result was presented at a seminar in the Philosophy 

Department of NUS and then submitted to a logic journal. The task of applying this result to Indian or Buddhist 

logic is left for the second half of my stay. I also would like to note that, through everyday activities such as 

seminars, reading groups, and so on, I have become acquainted with many people in the department, which I hope 

serves to strengthen the connection between Kyoto University and NUS. I aim to expand this to other universities 

in Singapore and neighboring countries. 
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