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Abstract:

Drawing from the treatment and experiences during the wartime occupation
(1941-5), the Chinese communities in Borneo vis-a-vis the indigenous peoples
were adversely impacted. It shall be argued that owing to the attitude and
occupation policies of the Japanese military regimes the Chinese in Borneo
received the proverbial short straw in being singled out as a community for
harsh treatment, namely being ‘robbed and killed. Two examples are used for
demonstrating and supporting this contention: the shu-jin monetary demands
imposed on the Chinese communities of Sarawak, Brunei and former British
North Borneo, and of the Chinese pogrom in West Borneo. The imposition of
shu-jin or ‘blood money’ was Japanese retribution on the Chinese populace for
their pre-war ‘sins’ against Imperial Japan. This shu-jin demand resulted in
the Chinese communities in post-war British Borneo enduring economic
dislocation and facing socio-political conundrum. On the other side of the island
in Pontianak and Singakawang in West Borneo, the pre-war Chinese elite —
merchants, intellectuals, schoolteachers, and communal leaders — were
eliminated as alleged anti-Japanese conspirators. The victims numbering in
hundreds were taken away and clandestinely executed. This wartime Chinese
pogrom created a vacuum in the socio-political leadership of the community in
the post-war period. This paper attempts to evaluate the impact and
repercussion of the wartime experiences of the Chinese inhabitants of Borneo
and their post-war situation.
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