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Abstract

Recent rapid drive for democratization and decentralization has created a
new environment for forest governance in Indonesia. The government as
well as scientists and NGOs have started to recognize communities,
especially “masyarakat adat (indigenous communities)”, as important
stewards of forests and thus an inevitable actor in forest management. The
word of “masyarakat adat” is rather a new keyword which was
conceptualized by environmental and human rights NGOs in Indonesia, and
then has become increasingly popular and politically influential in forest
management policies, accelerated by the international trend of respecting
indigenous rights and knowledge in natural resource management. This
paper first discusses the basic changes between the Forest Act of 1967 and
of 1999, particularly in relation to the position of communities in forest
management, and then describes the socio-cultural changes that have been
observed at the community level, taking a case of “masyarakat adat” in
Donggala District, Central Sulawesi.
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