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A Decade of Regional Autonomy Policy: An Account of the Dawn
of Making New Subdistrict in the Spermonde Archipelago, South Sulawesi

T B
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Abstract

This paper describes a breath of socio-political change in the Era of Regional
Autonomy (Otonomi Daerah) in the Spermonde Archipelago, South Sulawesi,
Indonesia. A small but steadily growing commitment of the local population
towards adoption of Otonomi Daerah was observed through the dialogues with
local people in the context of the region’s historical, cultural and economical
background. According to the Chronicle of Descendants of Melayu-Makassar in
South Sulawesi, the first wave of the Malay and Arabic immigrants, mainly the
merchants, arrived in the Spermonde Archipelago by the end of the seventeenth
century at the latest. Shortly afterward, this movement spread throughout the
archipelago, and the region consequently entered into the era of flourishing trade
and fishery, which were carried out across the Makassar Strait and its beyond by
their own initiatives. With such independent atmosphere, the people in the
Spermonde Archipelago have been characterized by the lack of unity toward
mainland Sulawesi in terms of social formation. Geographical distance between the
archipelago and mainland Sulawesi had kept the region isolated form the mainland.
Such a subtle relationship, however, began to change in accordance with the
dissemination of the norm of Otonomi Daerah and the implementation of Regional
Autonomy Policy.
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