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The “Bugis” and Their Influences on Changes in Forest Resource Use
in Coastal Villages in East Kalimantan
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Abstract

The “Bugis” refers in this paper to the people living in East Kalimantan
originated from South Sulawesi, such as those coming from the Bugis,
Makassar, Mandar and Tana Toraja regions. In East Kalimantan, especially
in villages in coastal lowlands, many Bugis live together with local people.
This paper aims at studying the influences of the Bugis on the changes in
forest resource use, which took place in the villages for the last four to five
decades. Fieldworks, including interviews with villagers and observation of
their forest resource use, were conducted in two villages in coastal lowlands
and a village located in the middle reach of Mahakam River as a
comparison. As a result of the fieldworks, recent forest resource use and its
periodical changes in the past were revealed. The coastal lowland villages,
in particular, saw the greater changes in forest resource use due to the
expansion of the Bugis. The Bugis had engaged in trading of forest products,
such as dammar, rattan and bird nest by the 1960s. However, since the
Bugis directly came from Sulawesi and brought in chainsaws and water
buffalos as tools for logging after 1960s, the Bugis has aggressively
expanded their economic activities into logging and transportation of
timbers.
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