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director’s column

Ms Ngian Lek Choh

Director

National Library

It is our pleasure to bring you a speech delivered by Dr Surin Pitsuwan, 

Secretary-General of ASEAN, entitled “Knowledge Economy: Linchpin of 

ASEAN Integration”. His speech highlights the importance of libraries in 

building a socio-cultural community in this region. 

Four of our Research Fellows - Ms Chiam Ching Leen, Ms Daw Win, Ms Ma. 

Theresa R. Milallos and Dr Zhang Liyan - have contributed their research pieces 

to this issue. Ms Chiam’s article, entitled “Knowledge Sharing in Singapore’s 

Post-secondary Educational Institutions” provides interesting insights on 

the complex social negotiations that strongly influence the practice of 

knowledge sharing in Singapore’s educational institutions. In another article, 

“Social Innovation in Singapore: Two Case Studies of Non-governmental 

Organisations”, Dr Zhang examines the function of non-governmental 

organisations in Singapore by analysing the Chinese clan associations and 

grassroots organisations, which play significant roles to the nation-building 

of the city-state.

In Ms Daw Win’s article, “Selected British Colonial Era Overseas Chinese 

Personalities and their Links to Communities and Establishments in Singapore, 

Penang and Yangon”, she chose a few Chinese entrepreneurs from the three 

cities during the British rule to discuss the business empires they built, the 

legacies they left behind, and the lessons we could learn from them. In the 

article, “Women and Islam in Pre-nineteenth Century Aceh”, Ms Ma. Theresa 

R. Milallos examined how Islam played a part in influencing gender relations 

in Aceh during the pre-19th century and highlighted that women in Southeast 

Asia and Aceh did enjoy more economic power and personal freedom before 

colonisation than their counterpart in the West, East and South Asia. 

If you are interested to apply for the Lee Kong Chian Research Fellowship, 

the brochure and application forms are available for download at  HYPERLINK 

“http://www.nl.sg” http://www.nl.sg (click on “Site Map”, followed by “Lee 

Kong Chian Research Fellowship”).

In this issue, we are also happy to present to you articles written by our 

Reference Librarians. In Ms Roberta Balagopal’s article entitled “Building 

the Mosaic: In Search of Southeast Asian Contemporary Art Writing and 

Publications”, she discusses the sources of Southeast Asian contemporary art 

writing and publications, its audience, and provides possible ideas on how it 

can be sustained. In our collection highlights, Ms Makeswary Periasamy brings 

us the Williams-Hunt Aerial Photograph Collection. This contains photographs 

taken mostly during and after World War II, while Ms Eunice Low contributes a 

piece on the collection of the Singapore Town Club, founded in 1862.

We hope you will enjoy reading this issue and we welcome your valuable 

comments and feedback.
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Dr Moore helped to organise the photographs by the various major 

locations in Southeast Asia and came up with a database to identify 

and inventorise the photographs. (Lertlum & Moore, [198-?], p. 1)  

The Center for Southeast Asia Studies (CSEAS) at the University 

of Kyoto has digitised the whole collection, making it accessible via 

a digital archive. (Lertlum & Moore, [198-?], p. 3). The digital archive, 

known as the “Geo-spatial Digital Archive for the Southeast Asia” 

is a collaborative effort between CSEAS, SOAS, the Chulachomklao 

Royal Military Academy (CRMA) and the Inter-University Network of 

Thailand (UniNet). Such efforts in inventorying and digitising have 

facilitated access to the rich trove of information available within 

these images. 

WILLIAms-HUNt, 1919-1953

Williams-Hunt was born in 

Caversham, Berkshire on 2 July 

1919 as Peter Darrell Williams-

Hunt. He was interested in 

archaeology from a young age. 

While in his teens, he joined the 

Berkshire Archaeological Society 

and was actively involved in their 

fieldwork activities. By 1940, his 

name on the Society’s membership 

list was indicated as “P.D. Rider 

Williams-Hunt, Royal Fusiliers, 

Hounslow”. (Moore, 1984, p. 98-

99). John Bradford notes that 

View of the Singapore River with bumboats capturing the back of the Fullerton building, Cavenagh bridge and Anderson bridge
Copyright: Williams-Hunt Collection, SOAS

ColleCtion HigHligHts

A View from the Top:
Williams-Hunt Aerial Photograph Collection

INtrODUctION

The Williams-Hunt aerial photograph collection is a special historical 

collection of aerial photographs on Southeast Asia gathered by P. 

D. R. Williams-Hunt. Williams-Hunt worked as an aerial photograph 

interpreter for the Royal Air Force (RAF) during and after World War 

II. The photographs in the Collection were taken during the Royal Air 

Force’s reconnaissance missions, mostly in the 1940s. 

There are about 5,800 photographs in the Collection, out of 

which 240 photographs are on Singapore. The National Library of 

Singapore acquired copies of 174 of the Singapore images. 

This article is a brief introduction to the aerial photographs that 

Williams-Hunt gathered, as well as a look at Williams-Hunt himself. 

bAcKgrOUND

Many of the photographs in the Williams-Hunt collection were taken 

by the Allied Photographic Interpretation Service (A.P.I.S.). (Lertlum 

& Moore, [198-?], p. 3) It was a unit within the Royal Air Force that 

specialised in gathering photographic intelligence. A few of the 

photographs were taken by Williams-Hunt himself, who also had an 

avid interest in archaeology and anthropology.  

Before his untimely death in 1953, Williams-Hunt had passed 

his aerial photographs collection to his colleague and friend, John 

Bradford in 1951. The collection was housed at the Pitt Rivers 

Museum. The Museum subsequently passed the collection over to 

the University of London, where the photographs were scanned 

to create negatives. Currently, these photographs are held at the 

University’s School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS). (Lertlum 

& Moore, [198-?], p. 1-2)  

Dr Elizabeth Moore from SOAS found out about the collection 

when she was researching for her doctoral thesis on Northeast 

Thailand. Previously unorganised and without any explanatory data, 

View of the Royal Air Force Sembawang Airfield
Copyright: Williams-Hunt Collection, SOAS

P. D. R. Williams-Hunt
Reproduced with permission
Copyright: Williams-Hunt 
Collection, SOAS 

“Peter Williams-Hunt, F.S.A., F.R.A.I., A.M.A.” was “self-trained 

in observation and recording” and his early experience with field 

archaeology in Berkshire proved useful when he was in Southeast 

Asia after the Second World War. (Bradford, 1953, p. 175).  For his 

obituary, F. M. Underhill wrote that Williams-Hunt was admired for 

his “acute powers of observation as an archaeologist.” (Underhill, 

1953, p. 8)

During World War II, Williams-Hunt joined the Royal Air Force 

as an Intelligence and Paratroop officer and assisted in aerial 

photographic interpretation. At the end of the war, he was based at 

the Army Photo Interpretation Unit located at North Africa and Italy. 

To his initial regret, Williams-Hunt was posted to the Far East in June 

1945. He became more involved in aerial photographic interpretation 

while based in Singapore, Bangkok and Saigon for the next two 

years. With his experience, keen ability and the extensive resources 

available, Williams-Hunt made several significant archaeological 

discoveries from the air. He was also put in-charge of a huge library 

of aerial photographs on Southeast Asia, and henceforth devoted 

himself to aerial photo interpretation and the “assembling of his 

photographic library”. (Bradford, 1953, p. 175; Moore, 1984, p. 99)

In Southeast Asia, Williams-Hunt became increasingly interested 

in anthropology and ethnology, studying tribal settlements and 

land use from the air and highlighting key techniques in his article 

“Anthropology from the air”. (Bradford, 1953, p. 175) He also came 

into contact with the aborigines in Malaya. Upon demobilization in 

1946 and with the rank of Major, he stayed on in Malaya, devoting 

his time to researching the customs and beliefs of the aborigines. He 

took up residence with them, and in 1950, married Wa Draman, the 

by MAkeswARY peRIAsAMY
Senior Librarian
Professional Services
National Library Board
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Dr Moore helped to organise the photographs by the various major 

locations in Southeast Asia and came up with a database to identify 

and inventorise the photographs. (Lertlum & Moore, [198-?], p. 1)  

The Center for Southeast Asia Studies (CSEAS) at the University 

of Kyoto has digitised the whole collection, making it accessible via 

a digital archive. (Lertlum & Moore, [198-?], p. 3). The digital archive, 

known as the “Geo-spatial Digital Archive for the Southeast Asia” 

is a collaborative effort between CSEAS, SOAS, the Chulachomklao 

Royal Military Academy (CRMA) and the Inter-University Network of 

Thailand (UniNet). Such efforts in inventorying and digitising have 

facilitated access to the rich trove of information available within 

these images. 

WILLIAms-HUNt, 1919-1953

Williams-Hunt was born in 

Caversham, Berkshire on 2 July 

1919 as Peter Darrell Williams-

Hunt. He was interested in 

archaeology from a young age. 

While in his teens, he joined the 

Berkshire Archaeological Society 

and was actively involved in their 

fieldwork activities. By 1940, his 

name on the Society’s membership 

list was indicated as “P.D. Rider 

Williams-Hunt, Royal Fusiliers, 

Hounslow”. (Moore, 1984, p. 98-

99). John Bradford notes that 

View of the Singapore River with bumboats capturing the back of the Fullerton building, Cavenagh bridge and Anderson bridge
Copyright: Williams-Hunt Collection, SOAS
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A View from the Top:
Williams-Hunt Aerial Photograph Collection

INtrODUctION

The Williams-Hunt aerial photograph collection is a special historical 

collection of aerial photographs on Southeast Asia gathered by P. 

D. R. Williams-Hunt. Williams-Hunt worked as an aerial photograph 

interpreter for the Royal Air Force (RAF) during and after World War 

II. The photographs in the Collection were taken during the Royal Air 

Force’s reconnaissance missions, mostly in the 1940s. 

There are about 5,800 photographs in the Collection, out of 

which 240 photographs are on Singapore. The National Library of 

Singapore acquired copies of 174 of the Singapore images. 

This article is a brief introduction to the aerial photographs that 

Williams-Hunt gathered, as well as a look at Williams-Hunt himself. 

bAcKgrOUND

Many of the photographs in the Williams-Hunt collection were taken 

by the Allied Photographic Interpretation Service (A.P.I.S.). (Lertlum 

& Moore, [198-?], p. 3) It was a unit within the Royal Air Force that 

specialised in gathering photographic intelligence. A few of the 

photographs were taken by Williams-Hunt himself, who also had an 

avid interest in archaeology and anthropology.  

Before his untimely death in 1953, Williams-Hunt had passed 

his aerial photographs collection to his colleague and friend, John 

Bradford in 1951. The collection was housed at the Pitt Rivers 

Museum. The Museum subsequently passed the collection over to 

the University of London, where the photographs were scanned 

to create negatives. Currently, these photographs are held at the 

University’s School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS). (Lertlum 

& Moore, [198-?], p. 1-2)  

Dr Elizabeth Moore from SOAS found out about the collection 

when she was researching for her doctoral thesis on Northeast 

Thailand. Previously unorganised and without any explanatory data, 

View of the Royal Air Force Sembawang Airfield
Copyright: Williams-Hunt Collection, SOAS

P. D. R. Williams-Hunt
Reproduced with permission
Copyright: Williams-Hunt 
Collection, SOAS 

“Peter Williams-Hunt, F.S.A., F.R.A.I., A.M.A.” was “self-trained 

in observation and recording” and his early experience with field 

archaeology in Berkshire proved useful when he was in Southeast 

Asia after the Second World War. (Bradford, 1953, p. 175).  For his 

obituary, F. M. Underhill wrote that Williams-Hunt was admired for 

his “acute powers of observation as an archaeologist.” (Underhill, 

1953, p. 8)

During World War II, Williams-Hunt joined the Royal Air Force 

as an Intelligence and Paratroop officer and assisted in aerial 

photographic interpretation. At the end of the war, he was based at 

the Army Photo Interpretation Unit located at North Africa and Italy. 

To his initial regret, Williams-Hunt was posted to the Far East in June 

1945. He became more involved in aerial photographic interpretation 

while based in Singapore, Bangkok and Saigon for the next two 

years. With his experience, keen ability and the extensive resources 

available, Williams-Hunt made several significant archaeological 

discoveries from the air. He was also put in-charge of a huge library 

of aerial photographs on Southeast Asia, and henceforth devoted 

himself to aerial photo interpretation and the “assembling of his 

photographic library”. (Bradford, 1953, p. 175; Moore, 1984, p. 99)

In Southeast Asia, Williams-Hunt became increasingly interested 

in anthropology and ethnology, studying tribal settlements and 

land use from the air and highlighting key techniques in his article 

“Anthropology from the air”. (Bradford, 1953, p. 175) He also came 

into contact with the aborigines in Malaya. Upon demobilization in 

1946 and with the rank of Major, he stayed on in Malaya, devoting 

his time to researching the customs and beliefs of the aborigines. He 

took up residence with them, and in 1950, married Wa Draman, the 

by MAkeswARY peRIAsAMY
Senior Librarian
Professional Services
National Library Board
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Raffles Museum. He had also assisted in the re-construction of the 

Kuala Lumpur National Museum that was demolished during the 

war. (Fagg, 1953, p. 8; Moore, 1984, p. 99 & 100; The Straits Times, 

June 13, 1953, p. 1)

On June 3, 1953, Williams-Hunt was in Tapah, Perak to attend 

the wedding of his wife’s sister when he met with a fatal accident. He 

was crossing a wooden bridge when a rotten timber gave way and he 

fell. The bamboo pole supporting the bridge pierced him. Eight days 

after the accident, he passed away in Batu Gajah hospital, leaving 

behind a wife and three-week-old son named Anthony. (Moore, 

1984, p. 100). The man who endeared himself to the aborigines and 

who was known affectionately among them as “Tuan Jangot” (Mr 

Beard) was buried in his wife’s jungle village near Tapah, according 

to Semai rites. (The Straits Times, June 13, 1953, p. 1; The Straits 

Times, June 15, 1953, p. 1)

DEtAILs Of WILLIAms-HUNt cOLLEctION

The Williams-Hunt collection at SOAS comprises the aerial 

photographs of the RAF gathered by P.D.R. Williams-Hunt, including 

some of his documents as well as maps and flight plans. 

The main Southeast Asian countries represented by the 

photographs are Singapore, Myanmar, Peninsular Malaysia, Thailand 

and Cambodia. Majority of the photographs in the Collection are 

vertical aerial images while “about 20 percent...[are]...lower-level 

oblique photographs (notably of Bangkok, Ayutthaya, Singapore and 

Saigon).” (McGregor, 1996, p. 208)

Table 1 highlights the geographical coverage and major timelines 

of the photographs in the Collection, based on the inventory and 

description done by Dr Elizabeth Moore. 

The largest portion of the photographs is on Peninsular Malaysia, 

shot between 1947 and 1949. The earliest photographs will be those 

of Myanmar, shot between 1943 and 1944. Interestingly, almost “300 

photographs exist of Japanese-occupied Rangoon.”

Most of the aerial photographs of Malaysia were taken by the 

British during the Malayan Emergency in order to discover “possible 

activity of Communist insurgents.” The aerial photographs are a 

“good record of land use, but are difficult to locate in the absence 

of flight plans and recognisable settlements or transport arteries.” 

(McGregor, 1996, p. 208)

DEtAILs Of sINgApOrE pHOtOgrApHs

The aerial photographs on Singapore were mainly taken between 

1947 and 1948 and are “all obliques”. (McGregor, 1996, p. 208) 

The Singapore images depict aerial views of various parts of the 

island, including coastlines, waterfront areas, ports, warehouses, 

airfields, rural and suburban areas, and government, commercial 

and residential buildings. 

The inventory listing that accompanied the Singapore 

photographs is based on the list Dr Moore created to sort the 

photographs in the Collection. A sample is provided below to show 

how the photographs were organised within the list.

The above list shows a broad organisation of the photographs 

by major locations in Singapore. Further investigation and research 

are required to identify the numerous details of Singapore 

landscapes evident in the images and to compare them with the 

current Singapore landscapes.

The National Archives of Singapore (NAS) holds a similar 

collection of Royal Air Force aerial photographs transferred to them 

by the Ministry of Defence, Singapore. These photographs span the 

period from 1946 to 1968. In their book, Over Singapore 50 years 

Ago, Brenda Yeoh and Theresa Wong researched on the aerial 

photographs taken between 1957 and 1958. They meticulously 

identified the places and buildings portrayed within these images, 

as they existed then in the 50s. The authors have also added a 

ColleCtion HigHligHts

table 1: Geographical coverage and timelines

  Location Quantity major timeline of 
photographs

thailand
 North
 Northwest
 Central
 Bangkok

1,671
187
602
396
486

june 1944-
may 1946

malaysia
 Northwest (N)
 Northwest (S)
 Northeast
 Southwest
 Southeast
 General

2,632
901
286
273
330
826
16

August 1947-
August 1949
 

burma
 Upper Irrawady
 Shan Plateau
 Central: West
 Central: East
 Rangoon
 South Coast

821
73
75
100
153
282
138

October 1943-
january 1944

singapore 240 various 1947-1948

cambodia
 Angkor
 Phnom Penh
 Miscellaneous

151
128
11
12

january 1946-
february 1946

french Indochina
 Saigon
 Various

140
58
82

December 1945

miscellaneous
 Pacific various
 Nicobar Islands

149
65
84

October 1944

total in collection 5,804

Reproduced with permission  
Copyright: McGregor, 1996, p. 205

View of the Causeway facing Johore Bahru from Woodlands
Copyright: Williams-Hunt Collection, SOAS

daughter of a Semai tribal chieftain. (Underhill, 1953, p. 8; 

Moore, 1984, p. 99)  

The plight and suffering of the Malayan aborigines during the 

war went largely unnoticed. Their struggles were further aggravated 

by the Malayan Emergency. To help ameliorate their situation, 

Williams-Hunt recorded his observations of and interactions with 

the aborigines in his book “Introduction to the Malayan Aborigines”, 

published in Kuala Lumpur in 1952. It was an attempt to educate 

the Malayan government and the British security forces about 

the aborigines and their problems. Furthermore, he helped in the 

resettlement of the aborigines and “taught them improved farming 

methods and simple camp hygiene and showed the Army how to use 

table 2: Extract of inventory list of Singapore photographs

box no. sortie serial Location

81/30 Sing 81/30 0071 Singapore: Kallang: 
Airfield: Waterfront

81/30 Sing 81/30 0106 Singapore: Fishing trap: 
Waterfront 

81/30 Sing 81/30 0131 Singapore: Causeway: 
Waterfront

VR-SCU Sin VR-SCU 001 Singapore: Kallang: 
Flooded Residential Area

81/72 Sing 81/72 4108 Singapore: Warehouses: 
Waterfront: Boats 

Reproduced with permission  
Copyright: Dr Elizabeth Moore

View of the waterfront buildings at the city centre which include Clifford Pier, Fullerton Building, 
Victoria Memorial Hall, Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, Union Building and Ocean Building
Copyright: Williams-Hunt Collection, SOAS

them intelligently as guides and porters”. (The Times, June 15, 1953, 

p. 5; Fagg, 1953, p. 8; Moore, 1984, p. 98-99)

Williams-Hunt is often cited for his pioneering work in locating 

both archaeological and ethnological sites from the air in Malaysia, 

Thailand and Australia. Although he had written only nine articles 

from 1946 to 1952 and mostly brief ones, he was regarded as a pioneer 

of scientific air photography. (Fagg, 1953, p. 8; Moore, 1984, p. 99)

Williams-Hunt was appointed as the Adviser on Aborigines and 

later as acting Director of Museums for the Federation of Malaya. 

(Bradford, 1953, p. 175). Interestingly, he had helped the British 

Museum collect aboriginal material culture, and had sent rare orchids 

to the Singapore Botanical Gardens and zoological specimens to the 
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Raffles Museum. He had also assisted in the re-construction of the 

Kuala Lumpur National Museum that was demolished during the 

war. (Fagg, 1953, p. 8; Moore, 1984, p. 99 & 100; The Straits Times, 

June 13, 1953, p. 1)

On June 3, 1953, Williams-Hunt was in Tapah, Perak to attend 

the wedding of his wife’s sister when he met with a fatal accident. He 

was crossing a wooden bridge when a rotten timber gave way and he 

fell. The bamboo pole supporting the bridge pierced him. Eight days 

after the accident, he passed away in Batu Gajah hospital, leaving 

behind a wife and three-week-old son named Anthony. (Moore, 

1984, p. 100). The man who endeared himself to the aborigines and 

who was known affectionately among them as “Tuan Jangot” (Mr 

Beard) was buried in his wife’s jungle village near Tapah, according 

to Semai rites. (The Straits Times, June 13, 1953, p. 1; The Straits 

Times, June 15, 1953, p. 1)

DEtAILs Of WILLIAms-HUNt cOLLEctION

The Williams-Hunt collection at SOAS comprises the aerial 

photographs of the RAF gathered by P.D.R. Williams-Hunt, including 

some of his documents as well as maps and flight plans. 

The main Southeast Asian countries represented by the 

photographs are Singapore, Myanmar, Peninsular Malaysia, Thailand 

and Cambodia. Majority of the photographs in the Collection are 

vertical aerial images while “about 20 percent...[are]...lower-level 

oblique photographs (notably of Bangkok, Ayutthaya, Singapore and 

Saigon).” (McGregor, 1996, p. 208)

Table 1 highlights the geographical coverage and major timelines 

of the photographs in the Collection, based on the inventory and 

description done by Dr Elizabeth Moore. 

The largest portion of the photographs is on Peninsular Malaysia, 

shot between 1947 and 1949. The earliest photographs will be those 

of Myanmar, shot between 1943 and 1944. Interestingly, almost “300 

photographs exist of Japanese-occupied Rangoon.”

Most of the aerial photographs of Malaysia were taken by the 

British during the Malayan Emergency in order to discover “possible 

activity of Communist insurgents.” The aerial photographs are a 

“good record of land use, but are difficult to locate in the absence 

of flight plans and recognisable settlements or transport arteries.” 

(McGregor, 1996, p. 208)

DEtAILs Of sINgApOrE pHOtOgrApHs

The aerial photographs on Singapore were mainly taken between 

1947 and 1948 and are “all obliques”. (McGregor, 1996, p. 208) 

The Singapore images depict aerial views of various parts of the 

island, including coastlines, waterfront areas, ports, warehouses, 

airfields, rural and suburban areas, and government, commercial 

and residential buildings. 

The inventory listing that accompanied the Singapore 

photographs is based on the list Dr Moore created to sort the 

photographs in the Collection. A sample is provided below to show 

how the photographs were organised within the list.

The above list shows a broad organisation of the photographs 

by major locations in Singapore. Further investigation and research 

are required to identify the numerous details of Singapore 

landscapes evident in the images and to compare them with the 

current Singapore landscapes.

The National Archives of Singapore (NAS) holds a similar 

collection of Royal Air Force aerial photographs transferred to them 

by the Ministry of Defence, Singapore. These photographs span the 

period from 1946 to 1968. In their book, Over Singapore 50 years 

Ago, Brenda Yeoh and Theresa Wong researched on the aerial 

photographs taken between 1957 and 1958. They meticulously 

identified the places and buildings portrayed within these images, 

as they existed then in the 50s. The authors have also added a 

ColleCtion HigHligHts

table 1: Geographical coverage and timelines

  Location Quantity major timeline of 
photographs

thailand
 North
 Northwest
 Central
 Bangkok

1,671
187
602
396
486

june 1944-
may 1946

malaysia
 Northwest (N)
 Northwest (S)
 Northeast
 Southwest
 Southeast
 General

2,632
901
286
273
330
826
16

August 1947-
August 1949
 

burma
 Upper Irrawady
 Shan Plateau
 Central: West
 Central: East
 Rangoon
 South Coast

821
73
75
100
153
282
138

October 1943-
january 1944

singapore 240 various 1947-1948

cambodia
 Angkor
 Phnom Penh
 Miscellaneous

151
128
11
12

january 1946-
february 1946

french Indochina
 Saigon
 Various

140
58
82

December 1945

miscellaneous
 Pacific various
 Nicobar Islands

149
65
84

October 1944

total in collection 5,804

Reproduced with permission  
Copyright: McGregor, 1996, p. 205

View of the Causeway facing Johore Bahru from Woodlands
Copyright: Williams-Hunt Collection, SOAS

daughter of a Semai tribal chieftain. (Underhill, 1953, p. 8; 

Moore, 1984, p. 99)  

The plight and suffering of the Malayan aborigines during the 

war went largely unnoticed. Their struggles were further aggravated 

by the Malayan Emergency. To help ameliorate their situation, 

Williams-Hunt recorded his observations of and interactions with 

the aborigines in his book “Introduction to the Malayan Aborigines”, 

published in Kuala Lumpur in 1952. It was an attempt to educate 

the Malayan government and the British security forces about 

the aborigines and their problems. Furthermore, he helped in the 

resettlement of the aborigines and “taught them improved farming 

methods and simple camp hygiene and showed the Army how to use 

table 2: Extract of inventory list of Singapore photographs

box no. sortie serial Location

81/30 Sing 81/30 0071 Singapore: Kallang: 
Airfield: Waterfront

81/30 Sing 81/30 0106 Singapore: Fishing trap: 
Waterfront 

81/30 Sing 81/30 0131 Singapore: Causeway: 
Waterfront

VR-SCU Sin VR-SCU 001 Singapore: Kallang: 
Flooded Residential Area

81/72 Sing 81/72 4108 Singapore: Warehouses: 
Waterfront: Boats 

Reproduced with permission  
Copyright: Dr Elizabeth Moore

View of the waterfront buildings at the city centre which include Clifford Pier, Fullerton Building, 
Victoria Memorial Hall, Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, Union Building and Ocean Building
Copyright: Williams-Hunt Collection, SOAS

them intelligently as guides and porters”. (The Times, June 15, 1953, 

p. 5; Fagg, 1953, p. 8; Moore, 1984, p. 98-99)

Williams-Hunt is often cited for his pioneering work in locating 

both archaeological and ethnological sites from the air in Malaysia, 

Thailand and Australia. Although he had written only nine articles 

from 1946 to 1952 and mostly brief ones, he was regarded as a pioneer 

of scientific air photography. (Fagg, 1953, p. 8; Moore, 1984, p. 99)

Williams-Hunt was appointed as the Adviser on Aborigines and 

later as acting Director of Museums for the Federation of Malaya. 

(Bradford, 1953, p. 175). Interestingly, he had helped the British 

Museum collect aboriginal material culture, and had sent rare orchids 

to the Singapore Botanical Gardens and zoological specimens to the 
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current map of each of the areas studied, to better understand 

the changes that have occurred. (Yeoh & Wong, 2007, p. 7) 

cONcLUsION

The aerial photographs of Singapore offer unique insights into how 

the island looked in the 1940s and 50s, and a view of the buildings 

that are long gone. They serve as a testimony to how Singapore’s 

landscape has changed over the years. Though originally taken 

for reconnaissance purposes, the aerial photographs provide 

an important visual study of the historical and socioeconomic 

development of Singapore.  

On the whole, the Williams-Hunt collection of Southeast Asian 

aerial photographs has been useful in researching into land utilisation 

in Southeast Asia, especially with the use of GIS technology. It 

has also proved useful for archaeological, anthropological and 
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environmental studies. It is a unique and remarkable collection 

and “represents the oldest known freely available regional aerial 

photographic record of South-East Asia.”.(McGregor, 1996, p. 208)

The author would like to acknowledge the following people for their 

assistance with this article:

Ms Azizah Sidek, Lee Kong Chian Reference Library, National Library 

Board; Associate Professor Robert J. Madden, Keene State College;

Professor Brenda Yeoh, National University of Singapore; Ms Yvonne 

Chan, National Archives of Singapore; Ms Hayati bte Abdul, Central 

Library, National University of Singapore; Lim Ah Eng, Aodhfionn 

Quinn, Tony Lim Buck Chye, Malena Abdul Manaf & Rahmah Abdullah 

Bamadhaj, National Library Board for their assistance in interpreting 

the aerial photographs on  Singapore; Dr Elizabeth Moore, School 

of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, for providing 

information and images readily.
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“知识创新与图书馆服务”   
- 第四届上海国际图书馆论坛
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高小行女士
高级参考与研究馆员
李光前参考图书馆

2008年10月21日至22日,“第四届上海国际图书馆论坛”在上

海图书馆召开。来自世界各地共有300多位的专家与学者围绕 

“知识创新与图书馆服务”主题，就数字时代的图书馆与情报

服务、Web2.0背景下的图书馆、图书馆的核心竞争力与图书馆

职业的未来、数字鸿沟与图书馆的责任以及数字图书馆与赛伯

基础设施建设等议题进行广泛的学术交流和讨论。本届论坛恰

逢上海市科技情报事业50周年(1958年-2008年)，使此次盛会倍 

添喜庆。

李光前参考图书馆的馆员向此次论坛提交了下面两篇论文:“Library 

Performance Indicators - A Case Study of Lee Kong Chian 

Reference Library, National Library Singapore” co-authored by 

Law Lin Mui, Vicky Gao and Ng Hui Ling. “参考图书馆绩效评估 

- 新加坡国家图书馆的实践”. 合著者: 王连美、高小行、黄惠龄

该论文介绍了李光前参考图书馆所采用的与企业发展战略相关的关

键绩效指标体系以及参考馆员绩效考评指标。新加坡国家图书馆

依靠ISO国际标准构建先进的绩效管理理念引起了国际权威专业杂

志<LibraryManagement>的注意,这篇文章随后被该杂志录用(见

<Library Management> 2009, Vol. 30; Issue 1/2, Page 77-87)。

“Repositioning our Information Services in the Digital Age: A 

Study of the National Library Singapore Strategy” co-authored 

by Judy Ng and Ivy Lee. “数字时代如何定位参考咨询服务: 新加坡

国家图书馆的策略”. 合著者: 张碧玲、李慧欣

这篇文章介绍图书馆如何利用三个服务平台来推广参考与咨询服

务。这三个服务平台就是: 1) 将馆员答复转变成特定网址, 再用短信

服务将网址发到读者的手机; 2) 让大众能直接从 Google, Yahoo! 和

MSN (GYM) 三大搜索引擎点击馆员编写的新加坡历史主题资料；3

）让馆员在Collaborative Reference Network Services (CRNS) 

的工作平台合作与讨论，从而达到提升咨询服务素质的目标。凭着

紧扣创新与数字时代图书馆服务这一本届论坛的主题，该文章受到

评委的青睐, 作者之一的李慧欣女士 (Ivy Lee) 荣幸地受邀成为论坛

演讲嘉宾。

会议期间, 李光前参考图书馆王连美主任和高小行馆员也和上海图

书馆读者服务中心的金红亚主任和张轶老师座谈，讨论新加坡国

上海图书馆吴建中馆长主持论坛开幕式
李慧欣女士受邀为大会演讲嘉宾，介绍新加坡国家图书馆最新
CRNS系统




