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Outline of Overseas Visits (About 300～400 words) 

My research topic is about Indonesian migrant workers and their literature products.  

I have been collecting and reading some autobiographies, letters, novels, and other literature forms produced by the Indonesian 

female migrant workers, especially those who are and had been working in Hong Kong and Taiwan as maids/ domestic servants. 

Migrant workers have been writing and publishing a number of literature products. Indeed, during the last 5 years there has been a 

vast appearance and “explosion” in their existence in colouring the national literary scene. What strike me from the very beginning 

about their creativity in utilizing the time and space allotted to them, is the numerous paths they took in expressing the experiences, 

thoughts and also, dreams and desires they have. From this reading, I would like to continue my research activity to meet and 

interview them, as many as possible, to seek out what kind of aspirations they wish to communicate to their readers, given their 

working situations as third-world labour in a foreign country. It is my hope to see their lives (as a women, as a low-level worker, as 

a foreigner, and as an author/writer) to understand deeper the meaning of their literary creativity in giving meaning to their own 

lives. 

Research Achievement on this Program (300～400 Words) 

The fieldwork has gathered primary sources for my research. I have also met and interviewed a number of concerned people in the 

field for the purpose of the research. From this, I would like to draft an article ready for publication. Materials gathered during this 

fieldwork will be deposited to the vernacular collections of CSEAS library upon the completion of this research.  

 


