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The Strategic Use of Visa Policy:

Political Analysis of Thailand’s Migration Policies in the Era of Regional Integration
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Our research team aims to analyze the political usage and the policy making pro-
cess on visa policies of Thailand. The first step of the analysis would be to collect
different voices and opinions from key political actors that are crucial on forming
visa policies, such as political parties, business groups, local authorities, central
government agencies, NGOs and the local branch of international organizations.
Second step of the research would be to analyze this in a regional context and in an
international relation framework. the focus would not only be relations with the
neighboring countries like Myanmar and Cambodia, but also with major economies
such as China, Japan, US and Europe. We would engage the above issues through
discussion and field research in Thaiand.
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The purpose of the research is to analyze the consensus building
political process on visa policies in Thailand and identify the key
actors and critical issues that changes the political coalition in man-
aging visa policies. For Thailand, which aims to become a regional
hub country on everything, and especially on the service sector in
continental Southeast Asia, visa policies plays a critical role in
meeting demands of the changing state of human flows in the re-
gion, be it workers or tourists.

The significance of the research lies in the theme’s inclusiveness
in inviting both the domestic and the international dynamics in one
policy making process. Different voices regarding the issue would
be raised not through election. Thus we are keen to establish a dif-
ferent frame in analyzing the political process. Another significance
shall be to raise the level of political science in analyzing politics of
human flows. Sociology and anthropology has taken the lead in the
field thus a new political science framework to understand should

make an academic contribution in the same level as sociologists had
established.

o

I|' @@ aimronts ok Tuaiann ric. i

272FT—L172#%  Visa on Arrival 7 —b
Visa on Arrival gate in Suvarnabhumi Airport




