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English Summary:
The Arrival of the Vietnamese, Annamnikaya Buddhism, and
the Formation of the Samananam Borihan Temple in Thailand
in the Early Rattanakosin Period

Thanyathip SRIPANA!

Vietnamese are believed to have first arrived in Thailand (officially named Siam before 1939) during
the Ayutthaya period, or more precisely, during the reign of King Narai (1656-1688) (see de la Loubere:
1693). Groups of Vietnamese also arrived in Thailand during the Thonburi, the early Rattanakosin, and
subsequent periods. Mahayana Buddhism from Vietnam, called Annamnikaya or Annamnikai, was
introduced into Thailand by Vietnamese monks. The first Annamnikaya temple was founded during the
reign of King Taksin of the Thonburi period (1767-1782). This was followed by temples founded during
the reign of King Rama | (King Phra Buddha Yodfa, 1782-1809) and subsequent periods. A continuous
flow of migrating Vietnamese during the early Rattanakosin period certainly cemented the practice of
Annamnikaya in Thailand, and led to the formation of Wat Samananam Borihan, or Samananam Borihan
temple (Chtia Canh Phuéc in Vietnamese), one of the twenty-two Annamnikaya temples in Thailand at
present.

Given the existing dearth of studies on the subject, this paper attempts to 1) outline and contextualize
the arrival of Vietnamese; 2) document the introduction and spread of Annamnikaya Buddhism and its
institutions in Thailand, focusing on the extent to which it was developed during the early Rattanakosin
period; 3) examine the role that Thai kings have played in supporting Annamnikaya in Thailand and in
fostering Samananam Borihan temple in particular; and 4) briefly examine the background and remaining
traces of the Vietnamese community surrounding Wat Samananam Borihan temple, identifying those who
played a crucial role in its founding and development. The paper also discusses relevant Thai Sangha
regulations to illustrate the structure, administrative position, and ecclesiastic order of the Annamnikaya
Sangha and documents the names of the Chief Abbots of Annamnikaya in Thailand, including the names
of the Abbots of Samananam Borihan temple from its founding to today.

The paper is based on documentary research, interviews, and a field survey conducted from mid
2020 to early 2021. Royal chronicles and documents published by Annamnikaya temples were
meticulously read, as well information regarding Samananam Borihan temple scattered across numerous
other documents. The field survey included multiple visits to Annamnikaya temples in Thailand. Several
long interview and discussion sessions were conducted with the Chief Abbot of Annamnikaya Buddhism
of Thailand, the Abbots of Wat Samananam Borihan, Wat Annamnikayaram (Chua Quang Phuéc), and
other high-ranking Annamnikaya monks.

During the reigns of King Taksin and King Rama | respectively, Tén That Xuan and Nguyén Phuc
Anh, princes of the Nguyén Dynasty, fled the Tay Son Brothers’ attack and sought asylum in Bangkok,
together with a number of their followers. The two Thai kings allowed the Vietnamese—both Christians
and Buddhists—to stay and provided them with land in certain areas of Bangkok. During King Rama I’s
reign, Nguyén Phiic Anh’s Buddhist followers were allowed to settle down in Bang Pho and Christian
followers, in Samsen. After the Vietnamese established their community in Bang Pho, high-ranking
officers of Nguyén Phuc Anh’s entourage, led by Théng Dung Gian and H6 Duong Duc, founded
Annamnikayaram temple. These two men were appointed heads of Bang Pho community and military
chiefs of the Vietnamese followers. Upon his request, King Rama | provided Nguyén Phic Anh with arms
and ammunitions to counterattack the Tdy Son Brothers in Vietnam in exchange for helping Siamese
troops fight against the Burmese.

From King Rama I’s reign onwards, Vietnamese continued to arrive in Siam. During the reign of

1 Former senior researcher and lecturer, Institute of Asian Studies, Chulalongkorn University
Email: sthanyat@hotmail.com (See the section of “biography” at the end of this working paper)

ZWat means temple in Thai; chua means temple in Vietnamese.
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King Rama 1l (King Nangklao, 1824-1851), religious persecution of Christians by the Vietnamese king
drove them from their homeland. During the Siam-Vietnam war, on their journey, civilians fleeing
hardship voluntarily joined Siamese troops and traveled with them to Bangkok, and Viethamese soldiers
were sent to Bangkok as prisoners of war. Christian Vietnamese arriving in Bangkok in 1834 were
allowed to stay in the Samsen area, while Buddhists were sent to a fortress in Pak Praek, Kanchanaburi
Province to protect Siam’s border from the Burmese. Some years later, upon a request to King Rama IV
(King Mongkut 1851-1868), the Vietnamese in Kanchanaburi were allowed to return to Bangkok, and
they settled down in the area along Padung Krungkasem canal, where Samananam Borihan temple was
founded.

The Siamese royal court consistently supported the development of Annamnikaya Buddhism in
Thailand. During the reign of King Rama Ill, Prince Mongkut (who later became King Rama 1V) joined
the monkhood and became interested in the practices of both Theravada Buddhism and Mahayana
Buddhism. He discussed Mahayana Buddhist practices with Ong Tran Hung, a Vietnamese monk in
Bangkok. After ascending the throne as King Rama IV in 1851, Mongkut patronized Vietnamese temples,
renovating Chuia Khénh Van (today’s Wat Upairajbamrung) and appointing Ong Tran Hung as its Abbot,
and building a viharn, or chapel, in Chua Canh Phuéc (today’s Wat Samananam Borihan).

King Rama IV also demonstrated his high esteem for Vietnamese monks by inviting them, for the
first time in Thai history, to participate in the royal blessing ceremony of the king’s birthday, and to
perform the Kong Tek, a Chinese and Vietnamese ritual for making merit for the deceased, for royal
family members during his reign (1851-1868). Vietnamese monks continue to participate in these and
other ceremonies to this day.

While King Rama IV bestowed a Thai name (Wat Annamnikayaram) on Chua Quang Phuéc, it was
during the reign of King Rama V (King Chulalongkorn 1868-1910) that for the first time all Vietnamese
temples in the kingdom were given Thai names. King Rama V substantially supported Annamnikaya,
most notably by officially recognizing it as a part of Buddhism in Siam in 1899. Following this official
recognition, Annamnikaya terminology and the ecclesiastical orders of Annamnikaya monks were formed
and registered, and Annamnikaya has remained under a government institution, which later became the
Ministry of Education.

The Vietnamese who moved from Kanchanaburi province to Bangkok during the reign of King
Rama IV actively practiced at Wat Samananam Borihan. However, because the temple was initially
founded during the reign of King Rama Il as a house of monks, it is believed that some Vietnamese had
already lived in the area before the arrival of those from Kanchanaburi and helped establish the house of
monks. During King IV’s reign, the temple was further developed. Upon the request of Ong Chi L4p, the
Abbot of Samananam Borihan temple, the viharn was built under royal patronage and with active
participation of the Vietnamese in Thailand, who considered the temple the heart and soul of the
community and a center for those who had migrated from their homeland. Some documents refer to some
Thai and Chinese taking part in developing the temple as well. The close ties between Samananam
Borihan temple and King Rama IV are demonstrated not only by the king’s patronage of the viharn, but
also his recognition of Ong Chi L4p as the Abbot of the temple.

Such close ties continued with King Rama V, who officially appointed Ong Chi Lap as the Chief
Abbot of Annamnikaya Buddhism in Siam and granted land and bestowed a Thai name to the temple.
King Rama V also paid deep attention to the health of the Abbot, promising, in a letter dated June 24,
1902, to patronize the temple even after the Abbot’s passing. King Rama IX also supported Samananam
Borihan temple; in 1953 he participated in an important ceremony celebrating the placement of a Buddha
image in the temple’s viharn.

Three key persons played a crucial role in developing Samananam Borihan temple in the early
Rattanakosin period. These were Ong Chi Lap, the Abbot of Samananam Borihan temple and the Chief
Abbot of Annamnikaya Buddhism in Siam, Phra Chonlathan Vinijchai, a Thai civil servant, and Luang
Anam Nikornrit (Khun Anamkham Borirak), a Vietnamese who became a Thai military officer.
According to existing documents, after traveling to Siam by land in King Rama I11’s reign, Ong Chi Lap
was ordained into the Thai monkhood in 1854. He remained a monk for 48 years and passed away in
1902 at the age of 69. Phra Chonlathan Vinijchai (Chun, or Captain Chun) was a Thai of Vietnamese
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descent. After studying sea navigation in England and returning to Thailand, he was appointed head of the
Canal Department and recruited Vietnamese to dig the Padung Krungkasem canal. Luang Anam Nikornrit,
a Vietnamese, was born in Kanchanaburi in 1849, and later lived in the community around Samananam
Borihan temple, where he was considered a leader. He was appointed head of a Volunteer Artillery
Regiment in the Siamese Army in 1880 and remained in the army until his death in 1922. Phra
Chonlathan Vinijchai and Luang Anam Nikornrit were both well recognized by the Vietnamese
community surrounding Samananam Borihan temple and played an important role in raising funds to
maintain and renovate the temple.

The Vietnamese community surrounding Wat Samananam Borihan, and the Vietnamese who lived in
Bangkok in general, maintained close ties with the temple, providing support, and for generations
bringing the ashes of their dead to be kept in the mandapa, or the big stupa with a pointed roof, located
behind the viharn. One can still find evidence of the past community, such as old pictures of stupas
located next to the viharn, which housed the bones and ashes of deceased Vietnamese. According to the
current Abbot of Wat Samananam Borihan, a cemetery for the Vietnamese was situated near the stupas as
well, although to date, no photos of the cemetery can be found. Both the cemetery and smaller stupas
have been demolished and cleared away, leaving nothing visible at the site. Ashes from the smaller stupas
were moved to the mandapa.

The mandapa (or mondop) still exists today and is a testament to the Vietnamese community that
lived in this area and their attachment to the temple. Today, no Vietnamese live in the area around Wat
Samananam Borihan, having gradually left to live in other places as the neighborhood became crowded.
The community was also impacted when Vietnam’s war against the US escalated in the 1960s, and the
Thailand-Vietnam relationship deteriorated. As the Thai authorities’ distrust of the Vietnamese living in
Thailand increased, they were suspected of supporting the Communist regime in North Vietnam and came
under surveillance. This also caused them to leave the community. It was not until the political situation
in the region, and the Thailand-Vietnam relationship, improved in the early 1990s that Thai of Vietnamese
origin (Viét Kiéu) living in Thailand, and Vietnamese from Vietnam, came to visit Samananam Borihan
temple again.

Keywords: Arrival of Vietnamese in Thailand, Vietnamese Migration, Siam, Thailand, Annamnikaya
Buddhism, Samananam Borihan Temple, Chua Canh Phudc, Mandapa, Mondop, Early Rattanakosin
Period
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B XAET v 2 Fa—v v EHPIHO X F L ZEROKE]  Nai Thiraluek

Nganchalong Samanasak Pen Phrarachakhana Thi Phrakhananamsamnacan (Phorian Pao)
Caoawat Wat Chaiyaphumkaram Krungthepmahanakhon (Krungthepmahanakhon:
Prachachon, 2535).

Phutsadi Canthawimon. Wiatnam Nai Mueangthai [Z24 DD F 4.

(Krungthepmahanakhon: Rongphim Mahawitthayalai Thammasat, 2541).
Sinin Noibunnaeo (Bannathikan). Phraratchaphongsawadan Krungthonburi Phaendin

Somdetphraboromracha Thi 4 (Somdetphracaotaksinmaharat) Chabap Mo Bratle [ 7" Z & —
o7 —F vVt (x—2v v E) PELEEE 7Y —EHERRKL T I v FL
— f#i+4-JiK]. Phim Khrang Thi 3, (Krungthep: Khosit, 2554).

Somdet Phracaoborommawongthoe Kromphraya Damrongrachanuphap. Phraratchaphongsawadan
Krungrattanakosin Ratchakan Thi 2 [7 —~ 1t 7 v &% F 2 — o v F@4E(RE]. Phim

Khrang Thi 9 (Krungthep: Kromsinlapakon, 2546).
Sowattri Na Thalang, Watyuan: Botbat Danphithikam Lae Khwamsamphan Thi Mi To Chumchon

Nai Khetkrungthepmahanakhon [~ + F A<¢fE @ N v a2 7 HHE O ERICE T 2 AT
DI%E & BItRM]. (Witthayaniphon Sangkhomwitthaya Lae Manutsayawitthaya Mahabandit
Sakha manutsayawitthaya Khanasangkhomwitthaya Lae Manutsayawitthaya
mahawitthayalaithammasat, 2537) .

Thiphakkonwong (Kham Bunnak), Caophraya (Riapriang); Somdet Phracaoborommawongthoe
Kromphraya Damrongrachanuphap (Songtruat Chamra Lae Songniphon Athibai)

Phraratchaphongsawadan Krungrattanakosin Ratchakan Thi 1 [T —~—1tJ v % J 2
— v v EHEMRE]  (Krungthep: Kong Wannakhadi Lae Prawattisat Kromsinlapakon,

2545).
Thiphakkonwong (Kham Bunnak), Caophraya. Phraratchaphongsawadan Krungrattanakosin
Ratchakan Thi 1 [7—~—F v x> a— v FEPERE] (Krungthep:

Ongkankhakhongkhurusapha, 2526).
Thiphakonwongmahakosathibodi  (Kham  Bunnak), Caophraya. Phraratchaphongsawadan

Krungrattanakosin  Ratchakan Thi 4 [7 —~Wt 7 v %) a—v v FRHENRGE]

(Krungthep: Thai Quality Books, 2560).
Thiphakonwongmahakosathibodi (Kham), Caophraya. Phraratchaphongsawadan
Krungrattanakosin Ratchakan Thi 4 Pho. So. 2394-2411 Chabap Caophraya

Thiphakonwong [ 7 —= VUit 7 v &% F o — o v FRAERG LJF 2394-2411 5 F v +
77X =7 48%—=a—v v+ k] Phim Pen Thiraluek Nai Ngan Phraratchathan

Phloengsop Khunying Thammasannet (Op Bunnak) Wanthi 17 Kumphaphan Pho. So. 2477
Na Wat Prayunwongsawat (Phranakhon: Rongphim Phracan, 2477).
Thiphakonwongmahakosathibodi, Caophraya. Phraratchaphongsawadan Krungrattanakosin

Ratchakan Thi 3 [F—=Z=Mt5 v xFa— v EPFEME] (Krungthep:

Khurusaphalatphrao, 2547)
Thiwari Khositthanakiat. Kanpraptua Khong Phut Annamnikai Nai Krungthepmahanakhon (The

Adaptation  of Annam-nikai in  Bangkok)[ZFIIRILE DN v a2 7B 5 E)IG)
(Witthayaniphon ~ Aksonsatmahabandit ~ Sakhawicha  Thaisueksa  Khanaaksonsat
Culalongkonmahawitthayalai, 2548) .
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Walailak Songsiri. “Watyuan Saphan Khao Kap Kanthopthuan Rueangrao Khong Chumchon Aeat
Thi Mi Kansueksa Thang Manutsayawitthaya Haeng Raek Khong Krungthep”[#~¥— ¥ « 7

— VDR FFLFLAVAZITBT RO NEEWEL L CORERERDOIEY ©
F57%1]. Riapriang Muea 7 karakadakhom 2017, Suepkhon Muea 18 Singhakhom 2020, cak
website: http://lek-prapai.org/home/view.php?id=5290.

Wat Uphairatchbamrung. Uphai Chalong2543 [{AJ& 2543 7 ¥4 %L 9]

(Krungthepmahanakhon: Prachachon, 2543).
“23 Khut Khlong Phadungkrungkasem Lae Sang Pom™[23. »¥ F v v/ 7 )b v #' & — L JHEH D Hi Hl

& WBE @ §3iE], Wachirayan. Suepkhon Muea 10 Phruetsacikayon 2563, Cak Website:
https://vajirayana.org/.
“*Saphan Thewadanaruemit' Prakan Pongkan Phranakhon”[ [ 7 —7 % —J v I v M & | FEF

firo s L L ). Sinlapawatthanatham. Suepkhon Muea 10 Phruetsacikayon 2563, Cak
website: https://www.silpa-mag.com/news/article_3588.
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