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SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT CSEAS

By A. Terry Rambo

I find it hard to believe that my three and one-half
years at CSEAS are coming to an end. Despite
Kyoto winters and sugi pollen, I have immensely
enjoyed working at the Center because of its superb
research facilities, especially the library, and its
capable and invariably helpful support staff. I am es-
pecially grateful to my colleagues who have made
me feel truly welcome in their midst, despite my
lamentable gaijin tendency to speak too frankly
sometimes. Although CSEAS is already a first class
area studies center I would like to take this opportu-
nity to suggest that it might become an even better
institution by: 1) increasing its international visibil-
ity, 2) strengthening its research collaboration with
Southeast Asian scholars, and 3) promoting more in-
terdisciplinary research:

1) The Center has a lower profile internationally
than it rightfully should. We don't publish enough
in the places that attract attention, nor do we
present enough papers at major international area
studies conferences. Our flagship journal, Tonan Ajia
Kenkyu, is a treasure house of useful papers but, un-
fortunately for foreign readers, many of the most in-
teresting ones are in Japanese. Maybe for the
Center's 40th anniversary some of the best of these
papers could be translated for a special volume high-
lighting CSEAS contributions to Southeast Asian
area studies.

2) The list of former visiting scholars at the Center
reads like an honor roll of Southeast Asian special-

ists. The program has been immensely beneficial to
both CSEAS faculty and the Southeast Asian partici-
pants. But it hasn't generated very much collabora-
tive research in which our Southeast Asian col-
leagues are equal partners in designing the research,
collecting and analyzing the data, and writing the
reports. In my own experience, working in partner-
ship with Southeast Asian scholars has been vastly
more productive than doing research on my own.
3) CSEAS is unique among area studies centers
because it includes both natural and social scientists.
It hasn't yet taken full advantage of this uniqueness,
however. Faculty members tend to work independ-
ently on their own individual projects and the
amount of truly interdisciplinary research is limited.
There are many reasons for this but shortage of
time may be the most important. We are so busy
with meetings, teaching, and filling out forms that
we rarely sit down together and talk informally
about our interests. Somehow, time needs to be freed
to do that or the Center will not achieve its full po-
tential for interdisciplinary area studies research.
After retiring from Kyoto University, I will join
Khon Kaen University in Thailand as a visiting pro-
fessor in the International Graduate Program on
Agricultural Systems. I will also continue my own
research in Vietnam. I will not forget my time at the
Center, however. Throughout my career I had always
wanted to work at a great research university, a
wish that was finally fulfilled when I was appointed
to the CSEAS faculty. It has been a memorable
experience for me. I only hope that I have con-
tributed something of value to the Center in turn.
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©'"Cooperative Activity and the Farmer Economy in the
Development Process of the Red River Delta, Vietnam"
by Yanagisawa Masayuki, November 27, 2003.

This study focused on the "farmer economy,"
which includes all of the famers' economic activities,
and on the "cooperative economy" as managed by
the cooperative (hop tac xa) as a part of the farmer
economy. The purpose of the study was to show
changes in socio-economic structure by analyzing
the relationship between the two economies at the
cooperative level in the Red River Delta. The study
period was the 1980s-1990s, an era characterized by
repeated reforms in the agriculture production
system of the Red River delta and the intrusion of
the market under the policy called Doi Moi. The
study site was the Coc Thanh cooperative in Nam
Dinh province.

Farmers' payments to the cooperative were
rather consistent during the 18 years from 1981 to
1998, ranging from 22 to 32 percent of actual rice
production. This shows the contract system of the
early 1980s to have been more flexible, in terms of
farmers' economic activities, than might be imagined
from the term "contract system." The cooperative
gained more income from farmer donations and the
cooperative's own enterprises, which enabled it to
invest in infrastructure improvement, such as the
construction of a bridge, road, canal, and school, and
to engage in welfare works like the distribution of
food to the poor. The cooperative organization,
which consistently occupied a certain percentage of
the farmer economy, was found to be a bridging or-
ganization between the farmer economy and the
outer world.



. © "Reconsidering 'Family'

211t4E COE 7124& Y

< H VTR R S Y = v EREEEEHICALE 9 5 T
Thb, 1V FxyT7HEIHEREKOEITHICSSIDL
S B EFEOEYINENT 5, v TP~y /o —-70
Mz 5o = VEEZBID ., EhthhiE & BEAR S, 16E
DIEFER > & NBEESIZ 9 O TR EDSKEDLS Y, 3 —
E—R0FEE S B b T AHRER LD ik &
AEREHOEDL L, —H, BehriAEREORIz AU &
DEEBEHMICEEFNTVS LS RSB VEL S S
LB, L, 2592 VEZRLED, AV FExVT
HFEIZ S, 1990FRK» 5 HFFIcHED SN TV B
RIS K 2 HEERORERERL TV, =5 v Vb -
T4 =K e ZAF—varv (MFS) . COHEER%,
AEREBIER A0 < 2 NSO ERRICER LS5
B - PR 2B E O RIRE A AN E LTHRE L
EDTH 5,

MFS T3, 2002 D S (3 HE, KFEBRET VT « 77
) A HUISEFZERFZE R (ASAFAS) O K¥EiAE % AT
TGO 12D ITIRIE L TW 5B, 200348 H1Cid. =4 » H b
TiNIch ET Y X 74 v RF (UNHAS) NI, [6
REFERZERE & OHLEIIZE S & O ASAFAS K2EBeE o A

oY IN e T 4 —IVEK e AF—T g Vv
—— Y F 3 ¥ 7 WER A 7E O HL s

WG OB & 15 2R E AR L 7o, IRENICEEA
HEEDR D, NV AP R Ty 2 VEICBT BRI
EAEE L TV S, JRiB S N KEREAD UNHAS O
BYREFELCD EWRSHEEMW D, ¥y T —va
VEITS1DTE D TH D, ST MG AITS
oDy 7~ O, AEEERENHOBR O E E T
ANATTRELLODEZHEEL, AR THWMT 27200
EbEZ LN TV S,

O &S5 B HL[EE O BB 2 B L 7o s icids
MFS #, KR¥EFAEOFHEMIEE IR P HE LTI s &
F5MOVHNEHRICHBPAIEZ TV E Lo ahd 5, B
TO21H4E COE 7 u 7' 5 AlcB I 2 H|EREEZ T4 2 &
WA, THETITONTE AT Y = VHIEHIES 5 0
34 v R xRy 7RIS 0 EE 7 « — v FOHBIC
T4—= KNy 7 LENG, & 5ICHIEIE 2L E 5 C
EEAQUHICEWVWTWVWEDTH D, MFS TlE, HAE A ~
F2 Y7 OWNGOHE S, BEHIFFE OS5 IR 2ng
BT EAEEELTWVA, ASAFAS A DHEES L%
Heiih & U2 ISR 0I5 & LT, iR IBEAEE TV S,

(& EEyEE Bk

in the Southeast Asian
Context: A Proposal" by Hayami Yoko, December 18,
2003.

What kinds of changes are taking place today in
the realm of the "family" in Southeast Asia? How
can we compare these changes with our own society
where the "modern family" is said to be breaking
down? I say this because there is a too easy ten-
dency to seek "the modern family" in Southeast
Asia. Is there any way in which we can, through the
study of Southeast Asia, relativize the "modern
family" and usefully compare the changes taking
place in Southeast Asia? In this colloquium, drawing
upon some previous findings including my own, I
drew an outline for a future project of investigation.
Some studies from Southeast Asia have successfully
demonstrated the unbounded nature of the "family"
or "domestic" realm. Such argument has been made
by those interested in social organizational principles
in Southeast Asia, as well as by feminist scholars
who have attempted to break down existing catego-
ries. On the other hand, in many of the nation
states, official discourse has often drawn upon the
"family" for ideological foundation for a developing
nation state. Media images also abound with pictures
of "modern" family and women's roles within. What
are the local responses to some of the ideological ap-
paratuses and institutions that are set up in this
process of constructing the family as a unit of
modern nation state? What kinds of differences and
gaps can we observe between such institutionalized
family realities and reality on the ground?

©'"Risk Assessment of Vibrio Pathogens in Seafood in
Thailand and Malaysia: An Emerging Food Safety
Issue in Southeast Asia" by Nishibuchi Mitsuaki,
February 26, 2004.

Food safety is becoming a very important
global issue. One of the targets of the WHO and FAO's
microbiological risk assessments is vibrio pathogens
in seafood. Vibrio parahaemolytiucs in finfish and
shellfish, Vibrio cholerae in shrimp, and Vibrio
vulnificus in oysters are considered particularly im-
portant. I reviewed the recent pandemic (worldwide)
spread of infections by a newly emerged clone of V.
parahaemolyticus. The infection was reported from
eight Asian countries. We detected for the first time
in the world the pandemic clone from molluscan
shellfish in southern Thailand and we performed a
risk assessment on this subject. It is very rare to
detect virulent strains of V. cholerae from seafood
but we detected virulent strains of V. cholerae from
shrimp and other seafood marketed in Malaysia at
very high frequencies in our study between 1998
and 1999. Subsequent molecular epidemiological
analysis indicated that the virulent strains could be
separated into two groups that appear to have been
introduced independently from the Bengal area. One
group belonged to a cluster unique to the Thailand-
Malaysia-Laos region, and this group may have per-
sisted in this region for a long period. The other
group appears to have an origin and route of intro-
duction different from those of the other group.
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JAPAN — A TIGHTLY STRUCTURED
SOCIAL SYSTEM?

By Nicola B. Tannenbaum

"This isn't Thailand,” T said to
myself on the first morning in
Kyoto. I can't read or talk here
like I do in Thailand. There are
a lot of signs in romaji but they
don't really help. I feel like a
displaced farang (Thai for west-

erner) rather than a gaijin. 1
was glad I had packed coffee and a mug and grate-
ful to Hayashi-sensei for bringing a thermos hot
water heater — I drank my coffee and ate a few fig
newtons (left over airplane food) and tried to settle
into my space at Shugakuin. Hayashi-sensei sent two
of his students to help me and I was taken shopping
and the next day led to the Center for Southeast
Asian Studies.

I started thinking about John Embree's famous
essay, "Thailand — A Loosely Structured Social
System" (1950, American Anthropologist 52:181-193;
reprinted Systems:
Thailand in Comparative Perspective, 1969). Embree
went to Thailand soon after World War II, as a U.S.
Cultural Attaché in Thailand. Prior to that he had
done fieldwork in Japan and he is probably most

in Loosely Structured Social

well-known for his ethnographic research in Suye
Mura, Japan. Embree, drawing on his experience in
Japan, was so struck by the apparent lack of organi-
zation and coherence in Thai social and cultural ac-
tivities that he classified Thai social organization as
loosely structured in contrast to the tight structures
of Japan, Vietnam, and China. The essay is Embree's
response to his "this isn't Japan" reaction. I received
a request for an essay for Center's newsletter and I
thought, well, I could try doing an Embree in
reverse, "this isn't Thailand."

What struck Embree about Thailand was the
emphasis on individuality—the ability to choose to
follow or not to follow rules about how to behave;
that in the household, children owed their father
respect and obedience but the father also had re-
sponsibilities to the children and that children could
and did choose not to obey parents with seemingly
little consequence; and the lack of cohesive and co-
herent groups that persisted through time. Related

to this was the lack of concern about the property
of others and what he described as, "the utter inse-
curity of physical property” (p.9). Another striking
contrast was the importance of fun (sanuk in Thai)
in both daily life and work and the fact that work
and education were not intrinsically good but were
for extrinsic goals such as prestige, status, or fun. I
suspect his analysis was both a reaction to the dif-
ferences between Japan and Thailand and also to
the political situation in Bangkok where the Thai
government was particularly fluid given its support
of both Japan and the Allies. The 1969 volume was
a critical reaction to Embree's characterization of
Thailand and Embree's analysis was the theoretical
impetus for anthropologists beginning to work in
Thailand.

Some caveats: this is my first time in Japan (the
numerous trips through Narita don't count); I have
been here about a month now so these are first im-
pressions, not the results of careful scholarly re-
search; I have little knowledge of the history,
economy, or anthropology of Japan; Embree's charac-
terization of Thailand and his knowledge and under-
standing of Japan are products of a particular point
in time and his experiences in Bangkok compared to
those in a farming village; and my reactions are also
a product of this particular point in time, and, like
Embree, I am comparing primarily village experi-
ences with urban Kyoto. (The headings come from
some of Embrees's contrasts.)

Time control and the importance of work. What
struck me first is that adults hurry; I've seen grown
ups running, not as exercise (though I've seen that,
too) but to catch a bus or a train, maybe, or because
they are late to work. In Thailand, only children
run; adults may run for exercise, but otherwise not.
People work late in Japan-—here at the Center,
while the building is locked at 6:00, people in the
offices stay and work late. Ideally, we know who is
at work because the names on the office directory
are turned to the white side when we're in and re-
versed to the black when we leave (something I still
often forget to do). And we know where people are
because of the signs on our doors: home, back soon,
out of town, in and so on. Still work, at least aca-
demic work, seems to be an intrinsic reward —
though this is true in most academic environments
including, contra Embree, Thailand. Vending ma-
chines. I don't think I've seen a vending machine in



Thailand. Here there are vending machines for: ciga-
rettes, soft drinks, beer, sake, batteries, rice, and
maybe more. I don't know why all these machines.
To save time? Operating vending machines are a
source of small and steady income? Impersonal rela-
tions with a machine rather than personal relations
with a small shop vendor as in Thailand?

Group vs. individual. Traffic respects both bicy-
cles and pedestrians. I am not used to people giving
bicycles the right of way or pedestrians obeying the
walk/don't walk lights (most of the time) and cars
stopping for pedestrians in the zebra crossings. In
Thailand the larger the car the more the right of
way and cars in general have the right of way, or so
it seems to me as a pedestrian. There is very little
litter. People have flowers set out in front of their
houses and on the sidewalk and there they safely
stay. Obeying rules? Maybe. There are signs in
many places saying bicycle parking here is forbid-
den, but if you park here and your bike is taken
away, the signs also tell you where to go to redeem
your bike and the fine you must pay.

The network of social relationships here and in
Thailand are built on exchange. Exchange of polite-
ness, favors, gifts. Relations are constructed and
maintained by these gifts. I think Embree missed
this in Thailand because of the fluidity of politics at
the time and his distance from the countryside
where these exchanges exist, perhaps less formally
than in Japan, but with a compelling reality.

Fun. Japanese may in general work hard but
there is still an emphasis on fun—after a talk or a
seminar there is a dinner and drinking and good
conversation. It seems that this is an important
aspect of these seminars. Or a meeting that includes
a side trip to look at the countryside for foreign
visitors who haven't seen much of Thailand. Not
just work but fun.

So is Japan a tightly structured society? I don't
know—I1 think Embree was looking at the formal
relationships that appear tightly structured and
missed the flexibility in the application of these
rules and the room for negotiation. Does this make
Thailand and Japan loosely structure societies? I
don't think so. Embree didn't imagine the structure
and organization in Japan; the orderliness implied by
the rules also exists most of the time. For Thailand,
Embree saw the way people used the rules and their
negotiation in a time of political and social flux and
missed the underlying order and sets of obligations
that structure the relationships among individuals
and groups. Are Japan and Thailand then the same?
No. The different sets of rules, values, and goals and

the ways these are worked out in their differing his-
torical, political, and economic contexts suggest dif-
ferent forms of social and cultural organization
arising from different, but perhaps, related roots.
After all, linguists now suggest that the Tai and
Japanese languages are related.

(Visiting Research Fellow)

THAI CAPITAL IN POST-CRISIS THAILAND:
THE CASE OF THE CP GROUP

By Ukrist Pathmanand

Before 1 revisited the Center for
Southeast Asian Studies this
February, I heard from a promi-
nent Thai scholar the important
news that Mr. Thanin Cheara-
vanond, owner and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Chareon Pokphan

group, had informed his close
friends that he would like to retire. Why would the
top business elite in Southeast Asia want to retire
before the age of 60? This is abnormal. Why has the
end of an era—the career of the most successful bil-
lionaire in Southeast Asia—come too early?

A possible reason is that in a very complicated
global and domestic political economy, he can not
manage any better solution for his family business
empire. What is the domestic and global environ-
ment of his business empire?

The business section of Matichon newspaper on
11 February 2004 reported a rumor circulating in
stock trading rooms that Shin Corporation (SHIN),
the holding company of the biggest telecommunica-
tion empire in Thailand, would take over TelecomAsia
(TA), a flagship telecommunication firm of Chareon
Pokphan group (CP). The top executives of both
companies denied the rumor, even officially report-
ing to the Stock Exchange Commission that it was
not true and that there was no consideration of such
a sale. However, this news had a strong negative
effect on TA's share price, which decreased dramati-
cally from 9 baht/share to 0.80 baht. This decline in
share price resulted in a massive buying of TA's
share which yielded short-term profits to the amount
of 821.04 million baht by the end of the day.

There was more bad news for CP. As the
biggest agro-industry company in Southeast Asia,
CP is a fertilizer producer, animal food meal pro-
ducer, raw and boiled chicken exporter, and shrimp
exporter. It was therefore likely to be affected by
world trade disputes involving tariff and non-tariff



barriers. Thailand's shrimp exporters have been re-
cently accused by the US trade representative of
dumping, and CP shrimp inevitably suffered from
this dispute. CP also continues to reel from the dev-
astating economic consequences of the avian flu. All
together, the stock price maverick game, the trade
disputes with the US, and the global epidemic
provide a good explanation of the risks Thai capital-
ism faces in the post-crisis period, at a time when
global capitalism seems to become more and more
uncontrollable. Let me elaborate.

Global Epidemic

One might say that the avian flu has become an in-
novator in global diversification, moving from China
to Indonesia and from Vietnam to Canada. The epi-
demic has had a direct effect on many large Thai
corporations, with its first impact felt by CP's Hong
Kong operations in May 1997. This first outbreak of
bird flu came from chicken farms in the three south-
ern Chinese provinces of Guangdong, Yun Nan, and
Quang Xi. In southern China, the virus effected
chicken consumption and production and quickly
penetrated to Hong Kong. It was disastrous to Hong
Kong, a market that imported 789,224 tons of
chicken from China yearly, 99.6% of its chicken
imports. The outbreak cost HK 6,440 million dollars.”
China lost the Hong Kong market, where it had a
near monopoly, as well as Japan, where Chinese
chicken had become a major import through the
years. Within Hong Kong, avian flu seriously hurt
CP business activities, affecting the value of its
stocks on the Hang Seng market.

CP's travails did not end there. As avian flu
virus SbN1 spread to Vietnam and into half of
Thailand's 76 provinces, it was also inevitable that
CP's domestic operations would be hurt. The Trade
Association of Thailand (TAT) estimated that if the
government cannot control avian flu within three
months, chicken feed and other related industries
stand to lose 40 billion baht, largely as a result of
Japan and the European Union banning the import
of Thai chicken.” The decline of the chicken indus-
try will resonate in sectors whose products are
closely linked to chicken production. The price of
animal feed meal, such as maize and soybean, have
already declined as a result of the slaughter of
chickens in infected provinces and decreased
demand from the chicken industry. CP will likely
suffer the most since it is not only a major chicken
exporter to Japan and the European Union, but is
also the biggest animal feed meal producer in
Thailand, China, and Taiwan—all three countries

which have been affected by avian flu.

When asked how he planned to cope with the
impact of avian flu, Mr. Thanin Chearavanond gave
the strange reply that he could not stop birds flying
from Mongolia to Vietnam and Thailand in the
winter.” His answer may be interpreted as an admis-
sion that in a region where consumption had
changed considerably from the agricultural to the
urban and commercialized, the capitalist is caught in
a dilemma: greater demand for meat, including
chicken and other fowl, means converting more agri-
cultural land to poultry farms, but it also opens the
capitalist to the threat of a fast-moving avian flu
virus. This is most likely what Mr. Thanin meant
when he gave that strange response.

A More Complicated Thai Political Economy

Despite this unpredictable global epidemic, the finan-
cial crisis in 1997 still remains the most significant
watershed for Thai capital groups. It not only
marginalized the weaker capitalists from the market,
but removed barriers that once imposed foreign
ownership limitations in significant service sectors
the retail

market, and hotel management. The crisis forced

like finance and banking, insurance,
conglomerates like TA to restructure debt and reor-
ganize to ride out the crisis. Its strongest competitor,
the Shin Corporation, was not seriously affected. It
has therefore emerged much stronger than TA and
was able to invest in quick profitable business
projects in the entertainment business and telecom-
munications. Shin Corporation is the first telecom-
munication company which now owns a television
station, the ITV. It has launched a new satellite
called IPSTAR,
viewership from India

which has a wide
China to
Indonesia. This year Shin Corporation is scheduled

program
to Australia,

to launch its M-Link Asia, another mobile phone
provider, while expanding its operations into real
estate (via its SC Asset). Meanwhile, TA of CP
remains stuck in a rut, its large debts preventing it
from modernizing its telecommunications operations
away from sole reliance on landline telephone net-
works.

The aggressiveness of Shin Corporation, backed
by political power and quick monies from the stock
market, has now prompted rumors of its inevitable
takeover of another telephone system belonging to
TA. If this rumor turns out to be true (and most
likely it is), the eventual increase in the power of
Shin Corporation will signify a major development
in Thai capitalism as big corporations compete more
aggressively. It also means that political power has



shifted back to Thailand. CP, which once believed in
the theory that political influence from overseas
Chinese tycoons was decisive, appears to be at the
losing end. The secret political financier of the past
has been replaced today by a Thai billionaire seizing
control of parliament.

Farewell to CP.

Notes

1) "CP's Taiwanese Interests Will Fill Void in Hong Kong
Market," Bangkok Post, January 8, 1998: 10; and Sutha
Visetsuwan, "CP Rescheduled to Export Chicken to Hong
Kong," Manager Daily, January 8, 1998: 1.

2) Benjaprut Akkarasriprasai, "Bt 40 bn in Chicken Sales at
Risk," The Nation, February 12, 2004.

3) Bangkok Post, January 22, 2004.
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THAI URBANIZATION IN PERSPECTIVE
By Porphant Ouyyanont

I am grateful to have the oppor-
tunity of conducting research at
Kyoto University Center for
Southeast Asian Studies and to

_ continue my work on various
- - aspects of the economic history
e P of Thailand. For some years I
have made a particular study of
the economic history of Bangkok, and feel that an
understanding of urban history is important for an
understanding of the process of economic develop-
ment generally. In this brief essay I will make a few
comments on Bangkok's position in Thailand's devel-
opment as seen in comparative perspective.

Bangkok is, and has long been, what is termed
a "primate" city—a city of overwhelming dominance
in terms of size and economic significance. Primate
cities are not unusual in developing countries, al-
though the extent of Bangkok's dominance during
the second half of the twentieth century was surely
without parallel. For example, in 1947 Bangkok was
20 times the size of the country's second largest
city, Chiang Mai. By 1970 the ratio was 35 to 1 and
10 years later had reached 55 to 1. Around 1960,
Bangkok's population was nearly 10 times the com-
bined populations of the next 4 largest cities. In
Indonesia, Jakarta was about equivalent to the next
4 combined, while in Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur had
less than two-thirds the combined populations of the
next 4 cities.

It is interesting to consider this urban structure
in a longer historical perspective. In some ways,

Bangkok in modern Thailand has a role not unlike
that of London in the eighteenth century. In the
1750s, on the eve of the Industrial Revolution,
London, like Bangkok two centuries later, held about
10% of the nation's population, was easily the
largest port for both imports and exports, was the
leading manufacturing center and source of con-
sumption, was larger than the second largest city by
a huge margin, was the seat of government and a
host of institutions, and so on. London then had a
population of some 670,000; second was Bristol with
only 45,000 and then Norwich with 35,000. Outside
London only four English cities had more than
30,000 inhabitants. In England, though, industrializa-
tion brought the rise of many other urban centers,
and the relative diminution of the economic domi-
nance of London. In Thailand, industrialization en-
hanced the primacy of Bangkok.

What of other early developers?

In sharp contrast to both England and Thailand,
Japan was long a country of significant urban
centers. Extraordinarily, Japan held three of the
world's ten largest cities at the end of the eighteenth
century. Tokyo (Edo) was the largest (perhaps the
most populous in the world around 1800, with
around one million inhabitants according to some es-
timates), but there were several other large cities.
For example, Osaka and Kyoto both apparently had
populations of over 350,000, and Nagoya, Kanazawa,
Kagoshima, and Sendai all had over 60,000.

In this respect Japan was like the
Netherlands than Seventeenth-century
Netherlands had several significant urban centers,

more

England.

and the largest, Amsterdam, could hardly be termed
a "primate city." By around 1750, when Amsterdam's
population was perhaps 200,000, Holland (without
Belgium) had four or five other cities with popula-
tions over 40,000, and several more with popula-
tions above 20,000.

In this short essay I have no time to comment
on these varied matters in detail, but I would like to
make a few observations.

First, we must understand the rise of industrial
urban centers in England in terms of the availability
of raw materials, especially coal and iron. Thailand's
industrialization was not dependent on raw materi-
als, and important factors in Thailand's case were
labor supply and access to foreign markets. In
England, the rise of new urban centers was propi-
tious for economic growth. The new centers brought
transport links, attracted immigrants from the coun-
tryside, developed their own merchant classes and
sources of capital, and acted as growth poles for the



surrounding regions. Thailand, with a different
pattern, could not benefit in this way. In both Japan
and the Netherlands, it would appear that pre-
industrial urban centers promoted economic growth.
Such centers encouraged internal trade, transport
links, the rise of independent merchant classes, the
accumulation of local capital, and in other ways fos-
tered economic change. Thailand, with virtually no
significant urban center outside Bangkok until the
last two or three decades of the twentieth century,
could not benefit from the economic spur that comes
from a cluster of sizeable cities.

that Thailand's
pattern of urbanization may well have been unfortu-

My tentative suggestion is

nate for the economic development of the country as
a whole. The Thai economy was long characterized
by an overwhelmingly rural population, inadequate
or absent road systems, and rural poverty. If large
towns act as growth poles for the surrounding
region, such an impetus to growth was certainly
absent for much of Thailand until very recent times.

(Visiting Research Fellow)

REHABILITATION OF
MANGROVE FORESTS

By Pipat Patanaponpaiboon

Mangrove forests are occupied
by a unique group of trees or
shrubs growing on the intertidal
zones of tropical and subtropical
estuaries, creeks where the salt
water reaches. They connect the
terrestrial

ecosystem together

with that of the aquatic. More-
over, they perform as barriers against coastal erosion
and produce new mud flats along the shorelines.
Because the mangrove forest is naturally affected by
a long hydro-period of daily tides, its substrate is
forced into an anaerobic condition and a high con-
centration of salinity.

In order to survive the stress of saline and an-
aerobic conditions, mangrove plants have made
physiological and morphological adaptations. Unlike
terrestrial plants, mangrove plants have developed
many kinds of aerial roots to mechanically support
the tree body and carry out gas aeration for the
submerged roots. The Rhizophora species shows stilt
roots, which branch out from the trunk and bend
down to the substrate like an arch. Pneumatophores
are generally found in Avicennia and Sonneratia. The
anaerobic substrate of the mangrove habitat leads to

a slow composition rate of soil microbes. So man-
grove forests produce many roots, showing high
primary productivity below ground. The mangrove
forests are characterized as a major carbon sink eco-
system, which is ecologically important with respect
to global climate change. Preliminary research on
mangrove forests suggests further study based on
ecological theory for better prediction of how they
will respond to global climate change.

Furthermore, as mangrove forests settle in the
estuaries where abundant sediments accumulate
through upstream flows and daily tides, they act as
a nursery for juvenile aquatic animals. Many of
these aquatic animals are commercially valuable, i.e.
sea bass (Lates calcarifer), muddy crab (Scylla
serrata), and black tiger shrimp (Penaius monodon).
The abundance in aquatic animals attracts king-
fisher birds to the mangrove forests. This diversity
of animals and the unique vegetation type gives
mangrove forests the potential for ecological
tourism, further merit for their conservation.

Therefore, the mangrove forests are recognized
as a valuable ecological and economic resource. In
the last few decades, mangrove forests in Southeast
Asia have been exploited by charcoal and timber
production, tin mining, coastal industrialization and
urbanization, and coastal aquaculture like shrimp
farming, which has a significant impact on the de-
creasing forests. Recently, a geographic information
system (GIS)-based tool was introduced to examine
different coastal development and management sce-
narios and their implication for the status of man-
grove forests in terms of diversity and value.

Mangrove rehabilitation or restoration is an ef-
fective option that has been initiated successfully in
various destroyed areas of mangrove forest. However,
it is remarkable that the rehabilitation of mangrove
forest is not easy. Previous rehabilitation was mostly
carried out by trial-and-error, and the available infor-
mation on rehabilitation is mostly available for
Rhizophoraceae. Failed mangrove forest rehabilitation
is probably due to inadequate site assessment or an
improper species of mangrove seedlings being
planted in the defined area. The soil elevation and
flooding regime should be also taken into considera-
tion. Pre-treatment of the rehabilitation area is some-
times called for where the substrate is in poor
condition, for example, in the convex-concave areas
left after tin mining or the hard, packed soil result-
ing from sediment in abandoned shrimp ponds.
Although mangrove rehabilitation appears to be pos-
sible, restoring the complexity of animals and micro-

bial components is still questionable.



To deal with the problem of mangrove forest
degradation, increasing public awareness of the true
value of this forest is recommended. At the same
time, the success of the mangrove rehabilitation
depends upon closer cooperation by local communi-
ties. Fostering appreciation of the conservation
values of mangrove forests requires management
procedures that are capable of compromise or that
can combine traditional utilization with conservation
objectives. It is suggested that an optimal-wide green
belt of mangrove forest along the shorelines should
normally be present in a good condition. The area
behind the green belt can be provided for traditional
utilization in a sustainable and environment-friendly

manner. (Visiting Research Fellow)

A LOOK BACK TO MYANMAR
By Aung Than

One sees more, more as a whole,
and with a non-judgemental at-
titude when one looks back
from afar. The case in point
here is the issue of Myanmar's
resource use, which is becoming
more and more controversial.

The natural resources of Myan-
mar are vast and diverse. Managing them to last
unimpaired so that future generations can continue
to enjoy the same fruits and pursue the same sustain-
able development is a formidable task. Many resource
rich countries are currently exerting effort to achieve
this goal with varied results.

Myanmar's current resource management sce-
nario indicates a vicious circle of natural resource
dependency, technical underdevelopment, poverty,
more resource dependency and deprivation, and
more poverty. People are trapped in this whirlpool,
which is exacerbated by recurring economic and po-
litical turmoil. Fundamentally, the wisdom and reso-
lute will of the country's leaders are crucial in the
effort to escape such a whirlpool of poverty.

Myanmar is still internationally recognized as
resource rich. Forest resources are one of her riches
with 52 percent of the country still under natural
forest cover and a relatively high per capita forest
area of 0.8, compared to the Asian average of 0.2.
The Myanmar Selection System, currently being
adopted, is an ideal tropical forest management
system tested successfully through the last century
and proven by remaining sizable natural forests and
sustainable yield. The nation's foreign exchange

need is largely apportioned with the forestry sector
contributing the highest share of export earning in
the last two decades, the peak being 43 percent in
1986-87. Additionally, at least 72 percent of the
populace has been very dependent upon forests for
their livelihood. Such a significant role has the for-
estry sector played for more than a century and so
much more critical is the need today for primary
forest products by government and people alike, that
the forests of Myanmar could be driven to the brink
of total destruction if sustainable objectives are not
truly pursued. Concern about this critical issue is in-
dicated in the State of the World's Forests 2003, re-
cently published by the FAO.

The major issue of concern to the world commu-
nity is Myanmar's highest and increasing rate of de-
forestation (500,000 ha or 1.4 percent yearly in the
decade 1980-90, compared to the Asian average of
0.05 percent and the world's average of 0.24
percent). The causal factors are recognized as over-
logging, illegal logging, shifting cultivation, and the
expansion of agricultural land (FAO 2003). The un-
derlying causes again are poverty and political insta-
bility.

Solutions to these problems lie outside the
forests, as described by the director general of the
FAO in
cannot be solved by the forestry sector alone. The

1999, stressing that forestry problems

agricultural, socioeconomic, administrative, and po-
litical sectors need jointly to address these underly-
ing and primary causes. Even then, deforestation
cannot be arrested in one stroke. Strategically
planned and coordinated efforts need to be made in
an integrated manner to achieve a long-term politi-
cal settlement, equitable socioeconomic development,
and truly sustainable resources management.

More detailed strategies include the decentraliza-
tion of resources management in appropriate steps
and within an appropriate timeframe, meaningful
participation by the people, orientation and capacity
building of the staff, and research and scientific de-
velopment in collaboration with international scien-
tific, academic, and interested communities.

The keys to success in sustainable resources
management are sustainable political support and re-
gional and global collaboration and cooperation.
Action must be taken before it is too late.

(Visiting Research Fellow)



MY SECOND TIME AT CSEAS
AND KYOTO

By Poranee Sirichote

This has been my second oppor-
tunity to work at CSEAS. It has
been 11 years since my first
time as a visiting research
scholar working in the CSEAS
. ‘ (September 1993 to

February 1994, when Kitano-san
\" was head librarian). At that
time the library had started to use the software

library

program FileMaker Pro 2.0 to process a biblio-
graphic database for Thai books. Today, due to the
development of applied information technology, the
CSEAS library has a database management system
for the Thai collection that was introduced in 2001.

During my current stay, I am working on the
online cataloging of Thai cremation books in the
CSEAS Charas collection (Ch ¢ IV Th collection), as
well as cremation books in the general collection (IV
Th c collection). This online catalog will be accessi-
ble to researchers through the CSEAS Web OPAC-

Thai Database. Though I have only 108 days to
work in the library, I will try to key in bibliographic
data to the Thai database as quickly as possible in
order that researchers can fully utilize the Thai col-
lections.

I never thought I would have the chance to
work in the CSEAS library again until I met
Khon Kaen
University in 2002. In the eleven years that passed
since I was last at the CSEAS library, most of the
staff has changed, with only one person remaining

Kitamura-san, who came to visit

who I worked with in 1993. Also, there is only one
floor for the staff working area instead of two. But
though many things have changed, one thing is con-
stant—the friendship among colleagues, who were
welcoming to a new member like me. Moreover,
Kyoto has not changed much. Even in my first week
in Kyoto, I went out to visit some historical places
using a Kyoto map and sometimes spoke broken
Japanese to ask for directions.

I would like to thank you all—executive com-
mittee, administration, and staff—who have given
me this opportunity. I am happy to work in the
CSEAS library and to stay again in Kyoto.

(Visiting Research Fellow)
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By Patricio N. Abinales

The second half of FY2003 has been busy for the
CSEAS Bangkok Liaison Office. On 26-28 November,
the office hosted a mission from Kyoto University's
Finance Department and the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT).
Professor Kono Yasuyuki was main host and guide.
The visit included a meeting with officers of the
National Research Council of Thailand where the
parties discussed future cooperation in research and
education between Japan and Thailand.

The members of the mission visited the CSEAS
Liaison Office, other liaison offices of Kyoto
University, and several Thai universities where
Kyoto University graduate students and researchers
are doing fieldwork.

CSEAS Director Tanaka Koji and chief of ad-
ministration department Mr. Fukumoto Minoru
visited the Liaison Office in February 2004. Another
visitor during the month was Professor Akamine
Jun of Nagoya City University, who is studying the
trade in sea cucumbers in Bangkok and southern
Thailand. The Office facilitated his visit to
Chinatown in Bangkok, as well as Nakhon Si

Thammarat in southern Thailand.

Workshops and Forums
The Bangkok staff participated in the conference "A
Plural Peninsula: Historical Interactions among Thai,
Malays, Chinese and Others," sponsored by the
National University of Singapore's Asian Research
Institute, Chulalongkorn University's Institute of
Asian Studies, and the Regional Studies Program of
the Institute of Liberal Arts at Walailak University.
The conference was held at Walailak's campus in
Nakhon Si Thammarat on 5-7 February 2004. Dr.
Donna Amoroso was invited as Kyoto Review of
Southeast Asia editor and Patricio Abinales as a rep-
resentative of CSEAS.

The conference presented papers on linguistic,
cultural, economic, and political interactions in the

Kyoto University and Ministry of Education Mission
headed by Prof. Kono Yasuyuki, with staff of the
Foreign Researchers Division, National Research
Council of Thailand



peninsula, with emphasis on the borderland strad-
dling Thailand and Malaysia. Communities living in
the borderland and travelers passing through it—for
trade, religious, and other activities—have made
state attempts to define borders and ethnicities diffi-
cult and its cultural life correspondingly rich. Papers
from the conference can be found in the Liaison
Office's newly reorganized reading room.

An equally important outcome of the conference
is the collaboration between Walailak University's
Regional Studies Program and the Kyoto Review to
jointly prepare selections of Kyoto Review's first four
issues for publication. This collaboration is an impor-
tant expansion of the Center's network of institu-
tional contacts into southern Thailand.

Finally, on April 2, the Liaison Office co-
sponsored, with the Department of Political Science
of Chulalongkorn University, a public forum on po-
litical leadership in Southeast Asia titled "Managers
or Statesmen? Image and Reality in Southeast Asian
Political Leadership." The invited panelists included
Vedi Hadez of the National University of Singapore,
Francis Loh Kok Wah of University Sains Malaysia,
Paul Hutchcroft of the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, and Pasuk Pongphaichat of Chulalongkorn
University. Professor Benedict Anderson of Cornell
University was discussant and Jiles Ungkhakorn of
Chulalongkorn University moderated. The forum
large and diverse audience from the
academe, media, embassies, and non-government or-
ganizations in and around Bangkok, with over 200
people attending.

drew a

Student Kenkyukai
The Bangkok Office continues to host the Thai
Kenkyukai where students and researchers can
discuss field notes, written reports, or chapters of
theses and dissertations in progress. The kenkyukai
is now a regular Liaison Office activity that was
begun by Dr. Yanagisawa Masayuki and sustained
by Kyoto University graduate students Ms. Endo
Tamaki and Mr. Mizutani Yasuhiro.

Two kenkyukai have been held recently. On 20
December 2003, Dr. Shigetomi Shinichi of the

*f = E = e

Dr. Shigetomi Shinichi of Institute of Developing
Economies at the 20 December 2003 Thai Kenkyukai

Office 2 as temporary headquarters of Kyoto Review
of Southeast Asia

Institute of Developing Economies in Tokyo, now
visiting scholar at the Faculty of Political Science at
Thammasat University, shared his research findings
on rural NGOs in Thailand. On 1 February 2004, Mr.
Morita Atsuro (Ph.D. candidate, The University of
Tokyo) presented "The World of Chaang: The Labor
Market of Shokugyo Shudan in Industrial Thailand"
and Mr. Ichinosawa Jumpei (Ph.D. candidate, The
University of Tokyo) discussed his research findings
on "Motivations behind the Purchase of Personal
Computers among Thai Students."

More discussions are planned for the future, in-
cluding invitations to Thai scholars to share their re-
interests with the Thai

search and academic

Kenkyukai.

Office Changes

Office 2, where the English desktop computer,
copier, and fax machine are located, has been con-
verted into a functioning office/reading room for
students, researchers, and visitors. One unexpected
benefit of the reorganization was the re-discovery of
some important resource materials, such as Thai-
land's 1960 and 1970 population census data, which
will be added to the CSEAS Library collection.

(Associate Professor of CSEAS)
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Kyoto Review of Southeast Asia: Issues 4 and 5

As Southeast Asia adjusts to China's emergence as
a major market economy, regional economic integra-
tion is proceeding quickly via bilateral and multilat-
eral free trade agreements. We believe it is crucial
that a socially informed regional dialogue about eco-
nomic governance develop in step with the quicken-
ing flow of capital, goods, and labor. There is also a
tremendous gap between the work of professional
economists and the NGOs that deal with the human
costs of economic change. Bridging this gap would
go far toward developing such a dialogue.

In Issue 4, we emphasize two overlapping
aspects of economic integration: the migration of
labor within the region and Japan's economic ties
with Southeast Asia. Other highlights include a
major assessment of the postwar Philippine econ-
omy, a critique of Mahathir Mohamad's economic
legacy, and two visions of Thailand's economic
future. In this issue we also introduce Renditions—
translations of longer or less accessible writing from

the region.

Issue 5 presents a diverse look at Islam in
Southeast Asia. Our review essays discuss the
Islamization of knowledge among Malaysian intellec-
tuals and the intersection of Islamic law and gender
issues in Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore, and the
Philippines. Reprints include the fruits of our col-
laboration with the Philippines' Newsbreak magazine
(on art, women, youth, and Aceh) and the US aca-
demic journal Positions (on Indonesian reactions to
the US invasion of Iraq).

A number of Features highlight Muslim minori-
ties—in northern and southern Thailand, Vietnam,
and the southern Philippines—in history, culture,
economic development, and educational policy. In
Renditions, we are proud to present an out-of-print
short story by the Muslim Filipino writier Ibrahim
A. Jubaira in its original English, as well as in
Filipino, Bahasa Indonesia, Thai, and Japanese.

(Reported by Donna J. Amoroso)
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Report of Seminars

®Seminar on "Islam and Democracy in Indonesia and
the Muslim World"

11 A23H Riza Sihbudi (LIPI) "Islam and Democracy:

The Debate and Its Implications to the Muslim

World and Indonesia"

@ Special Seminar

11H21H Srawooth Paitoonpong (+ v % —#LE AWFZE
5) "Women in the Labor Market: The Case of Japan
and Thailand"V 11 H 28 H Chiristophe Le Page
(CIRAD) "Multi-agent System and Role Games:
Collective Learning Processes for Ecosystem Manage-
ment"V12H4H Cho Cho San ([6]) "Taungya Cul-
tivation (Shifting Cultivation) and Landless House-
hold in Rural Myanmar: The Case of a Village in
Yezin, Central Myanmar" V' 1 A 27 H Salvacion
Manuel-Arlante ([a]) "Organization of the CSEAS
Special Collections"\V3H3H Christopher A. Gregory
(ASAFAS ZNEABIEEE) "Towards a Political Theology
of Rice"

@ JSPS Special Seminar
2H6H Chua Beng Huat (National University of
Singapore) "Community and Culture: The Cost of
Ascribed Membership"
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@ Special Seminar of "State, Market and Community
Study Group"
1H13H Augustina Situmorang (Research Center for

Population Indonesian Institute of Science) "Living
apart together: Changing Attitude toward Marriage
among Women in Japan"

2H16H Urano Mariko (Hokusei Gakuen University)
"Appropriation of Cultural Symbols and Peasant
Resistance: A Case Study from East Kalimantan,
Indonesia"

2H20H Yasuba Yasukichi (Osaka Gakuin Univer-
sity) "Alternative Theories of Southeast Asian Devel-
opment"

3H26H Zamroni Salim (Research Centre for Econom-
ics, LIPI) "The Analysis of Intra-Industry Trade
between Indonesia and Japan: A Case Study in
Manufactured and Agricultural Products"
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