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A Memorable Stay in Kyoto

By Adapa Satyanarayana
This was not my first visit to Kyoto. I
was here on the eve of New Year’s Day
1996, visiting a friend who was staying
with a Japanese family. I was fascinated
by the socio-cultural and religious

practices of the Japanese people. The

historical and cultural/heritage sites of
Kyoto and Nara especially attracted my attention. I thought then
that if I ever had the opportunity, I must visit this wonderful city
for a longer period. So I was fortunate to obtain a visiting fellowship
at the Center for Southeast Asian Studies for six months in 2006. I
was keen to pursue my postdoctoral research at the Center, which
has developed into a dynamic, multidisciplinary institution. And I
have been impressed by the academic approach of the faculty at the
Center, which reflects the different perspectives and methods of a
wide variety of disciplines.

I was particularly attracted to the Center because it has estab-
lished excellent international relations on the academic level and
regularly interacts with and hosts renowned researchers. I was
struck by the interesting series of seminars which reflect clearly
the multidisciplinary character of the Center. My own study of
intra-Asian migration has been immensely enriched by interac-
tion with the Center’s faculty and research scholars in the form of
seminar presentations and the discussions that follow. I have spent
the best and most productive period of my career in the Center
and have enjoyed its camaraderie. I am glad to note that this insti-
tution has forged very healthy links with foreign scholars working
in multiple fields, programmes, and disciplines on modern Asia
Indeed, the most pleasing and memorable aspect of my stay at
the Center is that it provided me an opportunity to meet a large
number of scholars, Japanese and non-Japanese, old and young,
working across a wide range of topics, who have been willing to
share with me their time and ideas. This sort of academic and in-
tellectual cooperation and hospitality reveals what the Center for
Southeast Asian Studies has been able to achieve over time.

I am thankful to Professor Fujita-san for his courtesy and kind-

ness. (Visiting Research Fellow)

Aspects of Tradition and Modernity in Kyoto

By Abubakar Eby Hara
Before coming to Kyoto, I was told
that the city was comparable to
Yogyakarta in Indonesia. Both are
historical cities—Kyoto has many
temples and the Imperial palaces,
while Yogyakarta has Borobudur and
Prambanan temples and two Sultans’
palaces. It was also said that Kyoto people preserve tradition, just
as the Javanese in Yogyakarta maintain their tradition.

After arriving at Osaka, along the way to Kyoto, I looked at
the many traditional houses and concluded that the comparison
was true. However, as the days passed, I began to see some sig-
nificant differences between the two cities. While Japanese houses
have tatami and many types of traditional equipment made from
wood, many modern types of equipment are also available in the
house. The Japanese have kept their traditional cooking methods
and utensils, as well as eating etiquette and habits. Foods are
nicely served on traditional plates in Japanese restaurants, and
guests are expected to observe traditional Japanese customs during
mealtime. Japanese frequently eat outside the home.

In contrast to Yogyakarta, Kyoto has a very developed health
system. Hospitals are well equipped with modern facilities and
technology. I visited a hospital several times to have my stomach
treated and I received good care from the doctors and nurses,
something which is difficult to get in some hospitals in Indonesia.
The medical treatment was detailed and comprehensive. To avoid
wrong treatment (as often happens in developing countries), the
doctor did not make a hurried conclusion about the disease. From
the first treatment, it took about three months for the doctor to
make a definite diagnosis of my stomach problem.

Although the hospital I visited is a small one, it has modern
technology, such as endoscope and colonoscopy equipment,
which are just recently available in some developing countries.
Located on a hill, the small hospital is very clean and surrounded
by bamboo trees.

I also visited a dental clinic on a street along the way to Shu-
gakuin International House. The small dental clinic is even not

noticeable from outside, particularly for those who cannot read



kanji. But when you enter the clinic you will find two experienced

dentists and modern dental equipment. (Visiting Research Fellow)

Envisioning Devotional Landscapes in GIS

By Caverlee Cary
The sacred geographies of Buddhism
have come down to us in various
ways. There are maps that make vis-
ible the cosmos and the complexities
of its resident deities. There are maps

that guide the travels of pilgrims

through geographic features marked
by the divine. And as texts trace legitimizing lineages of people,
places, and Buddhist images, so too maps embed landscapes with
meaning through space and time, making manifest the past in the
present. “The Map and the World: Visions of the Buddhist Uni-
verse” is an international collaborative project bringing together
scholars around the theme of Buddhist visualizations of space.

Expressions of the Buddhist tradition in any form seem a long
way from the prevailing interests of Geographic Information
Systems, or GIS. GIS databases, which link information to loca-
tions on the earth’s surface, are usually associated with the practi-
cal affairs of contemporary life: management of land resources or
documenting urban dynamics from crime to transport to sewer
systems. But GIS holds great potential for humanities disciplines
as well, religion, history, and art history among them.

While on sabbatical from the GIS Center at UC Berkeley, I
have been a Visiting Fellow at the Center for Southeast Asian
Studies here in Kyoto, working on locating and compiling map
resources for information sharing in support of “The Map and the
World.” Two workshops, a preliminary one at the University of
California, Riverside, and a second international workshop at the
National Museum of Bangkok, are being organized by collaborat-
ing faculty members specializing in religion and art history. The
scholars invited to the workshops will contribute resources and
expertise to the GIS mapping project, and their insights can be
captured and digitally shared far beyond those attending the two
programs.

Kyoto has been an especially rich environment in which to
pursue the history of mapping inflected by religious traditions,
from the mysteries of mandalas treasured in secret to the profu-
sion of pilgrimage literature from urban print shops, made freely

available to the teeming populace. But it is not only a question of

library resources or faculty expertise. The city itself is richly alive
with the sites, rites, and rituals of devotional experience. Temple
arrangements, garden design, even choice of materials, makes of
every visit to a temple or shrine an education in the philosophical
underpinnings of religious practice. Living in Kyoto one daily

sees the power of religious concept given tangible form.
(Visiting Research Fellow)

French Names in Kyoto’s Urban Landscape

By Guy Trébuil
Having worked in area studies for
years, I used my free time (and bicycle)
to explore several cultural aspects of
; f y the Kyoto city landscape during the

summer. Freshly arrived from Paris, I

Lk

' immediately noticed that hundreds of
/ shops here use French names to attract
customers and I was told that this was not just a recent trendy
practice.

It seems to have its roots in the representation of my country,
especially its well-known city of lights, as the capital of fashion,
sophistication, and “chic.” I better appreciated this fact after a re-
cent evening walk through the Ginza area in Tokyo, where I had
to stop in front of flashy displays of cosmetics and “grande cou-
ture” to think twice whether I was in Japan or on the Champs-
Elysées! I wonder how far this cliché about the French “art de
vivre” would persist when faced with the actual experience of cur-
rent Parisian life.

Some of these shop names in Kyoto are quite straightforward,
especially those of bars, restaurants (“Manger bien” — Eat well,
“Lartisan” — The craftsman), and bakeries (“Donnez-nous notre
pain quotidien” — Give us our daily bread). Others are intriguing
and may indeed incite people to walk in, like the “Café de Sagan”
located along the path of philosophy where one might find inspi-
ration for writing. But a few of them are really surprising, such
as the “Club désert” (Desert Club) where it seems that you have
liccle chance to come across a friend or to make a new one. And
what about the “Purée de fleurs” (smashed flowers) hair salon? A
name that could scare ladies away from its scissors! Personally, I
recommend that my wife try the “La vie simple” (simple life) sa-
lon in Shugakuin.

If you come across some of these strange shop names in the
city, please let me know because I may continue to collect them.

(Visiting Research Fellow)



COLLOQUIA

<> “Changes in India’s ¢ Castle-based Economy ? ’ A
Case Study of Gujarat Villages under Economic Liber-
alization” by Oka Michitaro, April 21, 2006.

The trickle-down effect of the urban economy typically
does not reach suburban villages in central Gujarat, and ag-
ricultural wage rates there are paradoxically low. This pres-
entation addresses the “rural informal institution,” locally
called the kaymi system, in which landlords and laborers are
in a mutual help relationship. The aymi system is the main
reason for the paradoxically low wages. It is observed in
central Gujarat but not other regions, because of the caste-
based land tenure system implemented by the British co-
lonial government. Recent massive urbanization, however,
has just started to change both the rural socio-economic

structure and the kaymi system.

<> “Political Change and Self-Identities in Central Kali-
mantan” by Benlie Abel, June 22, 2006.

Central Kalimantan, Indonesia, has recently attracted at-
tention because of a sudden outburst ethnic conflict that
has been termed “ethnic cleansing.” Resident Madurese
are being attacked, pushed out, and forbidden to live in
the province by the Dayak, who have seemingly identified
themselves as the “home owners.” However, there have
been many other political, social, and ecological changes
in this area that deserve notice. This lecture examines the
impact of changes in the road system on the creation of the

province and on the current shape of regionalism.

< “GIS Application Using Open Source Software
for Presenting Archaeological Information on

the Internet” by Phanu Uthaisri, July 10, 2006.

The aim of this project is to display archaeological informa-
tion on Hanoi, Vietnam, by using open source software for
GIS applications. The project uses the open source software
MapServer to create dynamic maps that can be made avail-
able on the Internet. Compared with the static maps gener-
ated by conventional methods, dynamic maps can better
present information changes by using animated images.
This project will make customized uses of MapServer to
create a dynamic historical map. The result will be a web-
based GIS application which users can access via the Inter-
net. With these methods, we can create animated images in
a displayed map. Such dynamic maps can then be applied

to understanding changes in other fields.

> “Labor Conflict in Colonial Burma: The Making
of the Anti-Indian (Coringhee) Riot of May 1930” by
Adapa Satyanarayana, September 28, 2006.

This presentation deals with the nature and character of the
movement of labor across the Bay of Bengal to Burma in
the ninteenth to twentieth centuries in search of livelihood.
It focuses on the changing nature and character of the plu-
ral society of colonial Burma and examines the course and
patterns of emigration and settlement of Telugu immigrants
and their interaction with the host society. It is argued
that although ethnic and racial relations and socio-cultural
interaction between the immigrants and the native people
of Burma remained peaceful, in times of crisis, such as the
1930s world economic depression, there were also tensions

and conflicts.
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( Report on Senminairs

@ CSEAS-NIOD (Netherlands Institute for War Documenta-
tion) International Workshop

“New Perspectives on Chinese Business, Family, and Changing
Regimes in Indonesia,” July 1.

Introduction  (NIOD Indonesian Chinese Programme) V' Abi-
din Kusno (University of British Columbia) “Visualizing ‘Ethnic
Chinese’: Towards an Agenda for Research” \/ Peter Post ( Neth-
erlands Institute for War Documentation) “Paradise Lost: The
Fates and Fortunes of the Oei Tiong Ham Concern, 1930s-1960s”
V' Aizawa Nobuhiro(National Graduate Institute for Policy Stud-
ies) “Disentangling the Chinese: The Chinese in the Making of the
New Order 1965-68” ¥/ Marleen Dieleman (Leiden University
School of Management) “Co-evolution of Generational and Re-
gime Changes in Ethnic Chinese Conglomerates: The Case of the
Salim Group of Indonesia”

@ Special Seminar

Adapa Satyanarayana (Visiting Research Fellow, CSEAS) “ ‘Flee-
ing from Caste Oppression’: Emigration of South Indian Coolies
to Southeast Asia, 1871-1982,” May 25. ¥ James Chin (Institute
of East Asian Studies, Universiti Malaysia Sarawak) “Political
Change in Malaysia and Singapore: A Personal Reflection,” June
9. ¥ Muhammad Salim (Visiting Research Fellow, CSEAS)
"Farming Systems Development in Bangladesh : With Special Ref-
erence to Traditional Agricultural Tools,” July 11. ¥ William
O. Beeman (Brown University) “The Iranian Passion Drama
(Ta'ziyeh) and Iranian Political Culture,” July 28. W Guy Francois
Trebuil (Visiting Research Fellow, CSEAS) “Companion Model-
ling for Collective Learning at the Community Level in Southeast
Asian Agroecosystems: A Case Study from Northern Thailand
Highlands,” September 19. ¥ Dewi Fortuna Anwa (LIPI)” In-
donesian Perspective of Foreign Policy: Under the Waves of Neo-
Conservatism and Its Counters,” September 29. W 2 (Luo
Erho) (Visiting Research Fellow, CSEAS) [tk ik g —— o [ &
MAECETEBEIC L > TR b EERHE S Octo-
ber 10. W Abubakar Eby Hara (Visiting Research Fellow, CSEAS)
“Legalizing Shari’a (Islamic Law) and Its Impact on the ‘Pancasila
State’ in Indonesia: The Case of Shari’a Regulations (Perda Shari’a),”
October 17. ¥ Chan Kim Ling (Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia)
“Researching Big Business in Malaysia: A Social Network Perspec-
tive” V' Heru Susetyo (University of Indonusa Esa Unggul) “Dis-
aster Preparedness and Natural Disaster Victim Services: Lessons
learned from Japan and Indonesia” \/ Jyothi Kukathas (The In-
stant Cafe Theatre Company) “The Importance of Tradition: Try-
ing to Discover the Other” V Krisnadi Yuliawan Saptadi (GATRA)

“New Indonesian Films: Revival or Just Another Downturn”

Alwin Aguirre (University of the Philippines) “The Fiction of Sci-
ence in Asian Science Fictions: A Reading of Japanese Science Fic-

tion and Philippine Future Fiction,” November 2.
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%210\ :5 A 19 H Harriet Zundorfer (Leiden University)
“Cotton Textiles and Ming/Qing China” W 25 3 [F] : 5 H 23
H Prijono Tjiptoherijanto (University of Indonesia) “Wage Policy
and Industrialization in Indonesia” ¥ Mizuno Kosuke (CSEAS)
“Industrial Conflicts and Labor Managements in Indonesia” W £
41 :7 H 6 H Gareth Austin (London School of Economics)
“The Analytical Problem of the ‘Embeddedness’ of Economic Ac-
tivity in Culture: Perspectives for Global Economic History” W 3§
58] :9 H 16-17 H Roy Bin Wong, Adapa Satyanarayana,
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H  Endang Sukara (Indonesian Institute of Science) “Biodiver-

sity in Indonesia, Crisis and Sustainability”

& IREKOMIEBHAT] RS

% 1< : 9H 1 H Viengrat Nethipo (Chulalongkorn
University) “The Static of Modern Thai State: Mediators in the
State-Society Relations” V' Ito Takeshi (Tokyo University of
Foreign Studies) “Managing Decentralization: Between ‘Good
Governance’ and Power Contestation in West Java, Indonesia” \/
Commentator: Patricio N. Abinales (CSEAS)
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@ API Seminar

May 29

Moderator: Hayami Yoko (CSEAS)

Ekawati S. Wahyuni (Bogor Agricultural University) “Gender
Issues in Elderly Care in Malaysia and Japan” V' Nadarajah
Manickam (Asian Communication Network) “Forest, Spirits and
Community: Searching for the ‘Spirit of Sustainability’”

July 3

Moderator: Caroline S. Hau (CSEAS)

Lim How Ngean (Independent Theatre Practitioner, Malaysia)
“Search for Contemporary Performing Body” \ Noramalina
Binti Mustaffa (University of Malaya ) “Rehabilitating Juvenile
Offenders in Malaysia, Thailand and Japan: An Overview”
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The Federation of Free Farmers and Its Significance in the
History of the Philippine Peasant Movement. Masataka
Kimura ¥ Records and Voices of Social History: The Case
of the Great Depression in Singapore. Loh Kah Seng W I
YRRV TICRET D TR I BHt] O3 &l
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Southeast Asian Studies 44(2)
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52 ¥ Assessment of People’s Views of Thailand’s Universal
Coverage (UC): A Field Survey in Thangkwang Subdistrict,
Khonkaen.  Chalermpol Chamchan and Mizuno Kosuke
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2006 4 11 HIZ U A KRR G 2> & CSEAS
Monograph Series No.21 & L T Charles J-H Macdonald
% Uncultural Behavior: An Anthropological Investigation of
Suicide in the Southern Philippines INTIAT S ivlz, Z D
U =R 5 O HKUE 1997 450 (L H B % Tropical
Rain Forests of Southeast Asia LI, EIZ 9FESY Th 5,
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V & 2 (Book Review) Guy Tiébuil ;and Mahabub
Hossain. Le riz: Enjeux écologiques et économiques [Rice:
Ecological and Economic Challenges]. A. Terry Rambo W
Keith Foulcher and Tony Day, eds. Clearing a Space: Post-
colonial Readings of Modern Indonesian Literature. Ramon
Guillermo ¥ Hjorleifur Jonsson. Mien Relations: Mountain
People and State Control in Thailand. Ji'[W At~/ Bl Hiim
{2 (Field Report) RLCTKD ] K HEEL

OMEFHREEF 2 1) — X (Research Report Series)

B No.109. Shibayama Mamoru, ed. 2006.

Joint Proceedings: International Symposium on Area Informat-
ics and Historical Studies in Thang Long-Hanoi; International
Symposium on Digital Preservation of Historical Heritage in
Thang Long-Hanoi Based on Area Informatics. International
Symposium on Geo-Informatics for Historical Studies in Asia.
B No.110. Nawarat Panyangam. 2000.

Articles of Thai Cremation Books in The Center for Southeast
Asian Studies Library Kyoto University. 2vols.

B No.ITL. 581l 5F (). 2006.
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B No.l12. #f 17K (). 2006.
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Kyoto Review of Southeast Asia
DxIYA bE)Z2—TI

2006 4 9 A, Issue No. 7: States, People, and Borders in South-
east Asia. (RE7T V7 OEZE, RiE, HEE) BH LA K
(http://kyotoreviewsea.org./) 7> HFRITINE L7=,
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We are happy to announce a new issue of the Kyoto Review of
Southeast Asia on a new website: http://kyotoreviewsea.org.
This issue features a collaboration with guest editor Alex-
ander Horstmann of the Institute of Ethnology, University of
Munster, who has assembled a diverse group of scholars to write

about the anthropology of borderlands in Southeast Asia.
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L 1 4% 10 A 10 H Anthony Milner (A—2Z ~Z U
TERLRFT O MR AER) i 149 10 A 24
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34

We are happy to introduce our new website with this issue, as
it allows us to post the photographs accompanying two of our
feature articles (on the Burma-Bangladesh border and southern
Thailand), as well as a photo album about cash crops in the
northern mountain region of Vietnam. The site also includes
audio and video streaming, which we will use to disseminate
conferences, discussions, and interviews. In this issue, we are
posting a 1985 recording of the late Southeast Asia scholar and

o e ————

professor George me=  pue
|

Kahin interviewing E

Ferdinand Marcos

six months before

(Reported by Patricio N. Abinales)

he fell from power.
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