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Inamori Center completed
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CSEAS seeking the collaborative research projects publicly
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Shiga-site Project under Institute of Sustainability Science begun
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“Asian Way of Social Movements in the Era of Globalization”

Joint International Workshop on

“Chinese Identities and Inter-Ethnic Coexistence
and Cooperation in Southeast Asia”
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Symposium on “Area and Area Studies to Conquer Disaster”
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Area Informatics Workshop on “Exploring East-West
Corridors: Living Ancient Road from Angkor to Thailand”
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Seminar on “Cultivating Nature, Adapting to Nature:
Dynamics of Lao Livelihood”

CAPAS-CSEAS Symposium 2008
“ Islam for Social Justice and Sustainability”

The International Symposium on
“ Sulawesi Area Studies in 50 Years”

IVRIIL
TEDDBRDADEGRN—BEEBRE,
Symposium on “Imagination on Relatedness of Life:
Rethinking Reproduction”

G-COE International Symposium on
“Multiple Paths of Economic Development in
Global History”
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Workshop for Kyoto Citizens on “How to Create
a Panoramic Photo You Can Travel Within”
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The 32nd Southeast Asia Seminar on “The Dark and
Light Sides of Southeast Asia”
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Associate Professor Ishikawa Noboru
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Researcher Yonezawa Go
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The Video Film “A Way is Paved Forward: Ishii Yoneo

and Southeast Asian Studies”

G-COE News
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Computer Concordance of The Law of Three Seals,

Revised Edition is published

Colloquia

Visitors' Views
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My “Area Studies”
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Letters from Liaison Offices

<HRAFE> Reflections
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“Memory of Tjokro san” by Yamada Isamu
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Message from a member who has recently left CSEAS
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Report on Seminars
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Publication News
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Information on Prolonged Closure of the Library
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The CSEAS-Netherlands Institute
for War Documentation Joint
International Workshop on
“Chinese Identities and Inter-Ethnic
Coexistence and Cooperation in
Southeast Asia” was held on July
4-5, 2008, at the CSEAS, Kyoto
University. This workshop aimed
to historicize the lived experience
of “being Chinese” in Southeast
Asia by looking at how economic,
political, cultural, and ideational
processes have contributed to

defining, producing, and reworking

“Chineseness” in various colonial
and national arenas in Southeast Asia
over time. “Chinese” everyday life,
ascription, and self-identification in
Southeast Asia have been shaped by
transnational migration, by colonial
and national states and their projects
of modernity, by global capitalism,
and by discourses of “Chineseness.”

The historically problematic status
of the Chinese — variously defined
as economically dominant, political
subversive, and culturally different—
has been a source of ethnic tensions,
principally expressed through
economic nationalism, political
disenfranchisement, assimilation-
integration debates and campaigns,
and (as in the case of Indonesia)
riots and outright violence. Yet

“Chinese”

far more complex, multiple, and

identities have been

protean than is presupposed by
either scholarship or public policy
or popular imagination. With the
rise of China and East Asian (both
Northeast Asia and Southeast Asia)
regional growth and integration,
“Chineseness” has been reconfigured
in line with changes in state policy,
the popularity and impact of
“overseas Chinese” studies, and
the vicissitudes of globalization.
The 10 papers presented at the
workshop highlighted, through a
focus on Indonesian Chinese in
comparative regional perspective,
the ongoing reworkings and
negotiations of “Chineseness” and
the challenges they pose for inter-
ethnic coexistence and cooperation
in Southeast Asia.

(Reported by Caroline S. Hau)
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CAPAS-CSEAS Symposium 2003

“Islam for Social Justice and Sustainability: New Perspectives on

Islamism and Pluralism in Indonesia”
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In Search of Its Identity and Local Systems”
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Global COE International Symposium

“Multiple Paths of Economic Development in Global History”
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“Area Studies in a Global
Age: A Perspective from
Southeast Asia,”

by Goh Beng Lan

May 26, 2008

This paper addresses the crisis of
area studies from a Southeast Asian
perspective. It argues that the pro-
gressive critique of area studies is
underpinned by epistemological im-
peratives of a Euro-American style
of knowing which may not have
universal relevance to non-West-
ern models of area studies. Using a
picture of human science practices
in Southeast Asia gathered from
workshops held between 2002 and
2004, this paper presents a South-
east Asian perspective on area stud-
ies as a useful analytical paradigm
for grasping different ways of in-
habiting the world and contributing
to multi-directional scholarships on
what social scientists like to call his-
tory, society, culture, economy and

politics.

“Between Frontiers: Nation
and Identity in a Southeast
Asian Bord}érland,”

by Ishikawa Noboru
June 26, 2008

“Nationalism” is a contentious abstrac-
tion, generally treated as something
“imagined” or otherwise located on
maps, in flags and other symbols,
and in collective memory. My eth-

nographic attempt restores the na-

tion to the social field from which
it has been abstracted. The study
looks into the boundary separating
Malaysian from Indonesian terri-
tory in western Borneo and explores
how states materialize their territo-
riality and how people strategically
situate themselves as members of a
local community, nation and ethnic
group. With special focus on a set
of questions about the construction
and evolution of the national space,
the research delineates the resonant
interactions between nation-state
and borderland society both as his-

tory and as process.

“Regional Integration the
East Asian Way: Some
Preliminary - Considerations,”
by Paul Close

July 7, 2008

The colloquium presentation was
about the process of regional inte-
gration towards an East Asian Com-
munity (EAC) around ASEAN,
ASEAN Plus Three (APT) and
the East Asian Summit (EAS) in
comparison with and in relation to
European integration around the
development of the Europe Union
(EU). Attention was drawn to the
competing discourses on East Asian
integration, including with regard to
the geo-political scope and institu-
tional depth of the evolving EAC. It
was argued that, as with European
integration, various historical, cul-

tural and other factors may impede
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East Asian integration, but will not
prevent the eventual construction of
a supranational EAC. What is de-
cisive in determining European and
East Asian de jure (legal, constitu-
tional and institutional) integration
are the interests, aims and agendas
of social compacts of political and
economic players, the power and
control of which is rooted in the
political-economy, that sphere of
social life which is being elevated
from the nation-state plane to the
regional and global planes in ac-
cordance with the processes of de
facto regional integration, on the
one hand, and globalization towards
a single global social space, on the

other.

“Alcohol, Expression of
the Divine,”

by Ang Choulean
September 24, 2008

When I first came in Japan in 1996,
I was struck by the presence of bar-
rels of sake in different parts of
Shinto shrines. I knew that alcohol
was sometime used in ritual and that
it was a widespread practice, but
not to this extent. Gods cannot be
drunkards, there must be other rea-
sons! This was my first reaction.

It happened that one day, while
visiting an ethnic minority group in
northeast Cambodia, the question
occurred to me again. Like other
ethnic groups living in the same re-

gion, this group has a totally abstract



conception of the divine. Its people
have no anthropomorphic percep-
tion of gods (or whatever you call
them). For any sort of contact with
the divine, people make an alcohol
libation, systematically saying a short
prayer. I asked an old man what or
who he was thinking of when he said
this prayer. This was his answer: “I
speak to the alcohol.” It then be-
came clear to me that there is some
connection between alcohol and the
divine, maybe even more than a con-

nection.

This colloquium aims to pursue

this question.
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Winter and Spring in

Kyoto

Stephen J. Leisz

We arrived in Kyoto as snow flurries were
falling on the last day of January 2008.
Since applying for the Visiting Research
Fellow position in March 2006 and
finding out that I had been accepted later
that year, my wife and I had been looking
forward to this day. Our two year son
also seemed excited, but his excitement
seemed to be more about seeing the snow
and possibly playing in it, than for being

in Kyoto!

Within days of our arrival we had settled
into our apartment in Shugakuin and
started to explore the city. At first I
walked and took the train to the Center
for Southeast Asian Studies, then as the
weather got nicer, I bought a bicycle and
rode in the early morning. I enjoyed
finding the small back streets between
our apartment and the center and
wandering down them on my bike early
in the morning. At the same time we
bought my bicycle, we also bought one
for my wife with a baby seat on it. And

we registered our son for preschool.

During the week, my wife would take
our son to school and then she joined
in a Japanese language class or a flower
arranging class, depending upon the day,
at the Shugakuin apartments. So, we all
became immersed in different aspects

of life in Kyoto. On weekends we took
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advantage of the bicycle-friendly aspects
of Kyoto to visit parts of the city and
different sites within the city. We made
our way to the Golden Pavilion, to Nijo
Castle, to the Imperial Palace and the
park surrounding it, to Shimogamo
Shrine, and to Ryoan-ji Temple, amongst
others. One place that we went to, that
our son still talks about, was to see the
“big nosed red man” at the end of the
Eiden Eizan train line in Kurama. And
of course, we loved the cherry blossoms

during the spring.

Now that we are no longer in Kyoto, but
rather experiencing the winter in Fort
Collins, Colorado, we look back on our
time in Kyoto and hope to travel to the
city again during the fall.

(Visiting Research Fellow)



Quality Is a Japanese
Way of Life

Cut Armansyah

This was my first time in Kyoto, Japan.
As a visiting researcher, I stayed here
for six months, from May 1, 2008, to
October 31, 2008, and it was a sweet

moment in my life.

Everyone who has visited Kyoto will
agree that it is one of the most beautiful
cities in the world. It has many places to
visit, such as shrines and temples with
parks, museums, a castle and an imperiai
villa. I found it very easy to access these
places using public transportation, such
as sightseeing buses, trains and subways.
All of these are clean, comfortable and —
most important — on time. A bus, train
or subway having its own schedule is rare

to find in my country.

The mild weather made me happy to
go walking and biking. In my country I
never use a bicycle. Unfortunately, this
happiness did not last into summer, as
my friend in the Center suggested that I

not bike in this season, because it is too

hot.

One unique aspect of Kyoto is how
modern life parallels old traditions. I am
very lucky because during my six months
here I saw some big festivals — Aoi
Matsuri, Gion Matsuri, Jidai Matsuri,
and fireworks in the summer. From

these I learned that Japan is very rich in

traditions and maintains them proudly.

One story about Japanese pride. On the
weekends, I always spent time seeing great
places or shopping in Japanese handycraft
shops. I have some descriptive words
for all these places: clean, comfortable,
beautiful, well-arranged. For Japanese
crafts, however, I found only one word
that applied to all products: high quality.
One day, I found some ]apanese wooden
sandals that I wanted to buy for my
family. I tried to bargain down the price,
but the shopkeeper said: “This is Japan.
No discount for Japanese products. We

sell quality.”

A few years ago, I wrote my thesis on
Total Quality Management in a library
setting. In many references I read that
“quality” had became a Japanese way of
life. During my six months in Kyoto I

saw it.

(Visiting Research Fellow)

5
Past and Present

Memories

George Bryan Souza

Although I have been privileged in
being invited to visit and lecture in
Japan over the past several years, my six
month fellowship at CSEAS gave me the
opportunity to live in this fascinating

country again after a hiatus of some
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39 years! During my first stay, which
was also for six months and roughly at
the same time of year, I lived in Ube in
Yamaguchi prefecture, teaching English,
doing research, and getting to know some
very interesting people and parts of Japan
and their past. While spending three or
four days in Kyoto during another stay, I
learned of the chance to apply and spend
time at CSEAS and gladly leapt at the

ity!
opportunity.

As a CSEAS fellow, my professional
interest was to initiate reading, thinking,
and contact with Japanese scholars on a
new historical research project “Beyond
Silverization,” which deals with the
early modern political economy of Asia,
especially commerce and maritime trade.
The project examines and attempts
to create a model of the internal and
external market relationships in space
and over time between currency circuits
and commodity chains. It is difficult
to imagine a better venue to start this
research, since early modern Japan
produced around a third of the world’s silver
and today some very exciting scholarship
is being done here on the historical
experience of Japanese and other Asian

economies. My time here was profitable.

In addition and, I think, as important
as my professional experience, my stay
produced pleasant memories, and some
interesting, positive personal reflections
and comparisons between the Japan of
today and the Japan of 39 years ago.
There are memories that I will cherish:
the simplicity and complexity of haiku,
the early morning observations of cranes
in the Kamo River, the foreigner’s
interactions with and bemused reaction
and understanding of the Japanese and
the special place that is Kyoto. Thank

you! (Visiting Research Fellow)



Living in the Finest City

in Asia

LiTana

My ANU colleague, Igor de Rachewiltz,
is an Italian and an authority on
Mongolian history. To him, there are
four most beautiful cities in the world,
and three of them are in Italy. Coming
from an aristocratic family background,
and having lived in all the beautiful cities
in Italy and settled in the garden city of
Canberra for over 40 years, he could be
hard to please when it comes to the cities
in Asia. The news that I was coming to
Kyoto, however, got him excited. “Kyoto
is the finest city in Asia,” he told me

seriously.

The more I see Kyoto, the more I understand
why Igor did not make that comment
lightly, and why his choice of the word
“finest” captured the essence of Kyoto.
Kyoto was historically known for its
production of naturally-dyed, simple-
patterned but highly sophisticated fabrics.
To me this city itself is such a piece.
Kyoto is elegant and poised, but plain and
simple at the same time. I have never seen
any city which combines the two extremes

like Kyoto.

FKinE

Riding my second-hand bicycle in the
autumn breeze along narrow streets lined
with traditional houses will be one of
the most beautiful memories of my life.
In the library walking among the book
shelves, browsing the personal collections
of Kuwabara Jitsuzo ZJF gL, che
leading scholar of the Kyoto School on
Asian history, the thought that his very
hands once touched these books gives me
such thrill. Living in my cozy flat near
the Temple of the Pure Land (Jodoji
5 ) affords me a chance to sample
the Japanese taste of life. It was my good
fortune to be granted a visiting fellowship
by the Center for Southeast Asian Studies,
and I hope more scholars in the world

have a chance to enjoy this pure land.

(Visiting Research Fellow)

&

Kyoto and Its Temples

Thung Ju Lan

It is quite amazing to learn that Kyoto
has so many temples and shrines. The
tourist map published by the Japan City
Hotel Association-Kyoto states that there

are 83 temples and 36 shrines. What is

so interesting about these temples and
shrines is how many of them are located
side by side. For example, a small road
enables you to walk through Chion-
in Temple then Yasaka-jinja Shrine, or
Kurama-dera Temple then Kifune-jinja
Shrine (in Kurama, northern Kyoto) in
less than 15 minutes. The temples and
shrines are also notable for their unique
architecture and incredible age (between
one hundred and several hundred years
old). What I became curious about was
not how they were preserved, but who
wanted to preserve them. The way I see
it, the building materials chosen by the
temple and shrine-builders suggest that
they were thinking of creating something
that would “last long.” What kinds of
people were these architects of older
times? What were their visions of the
future? Did they imagine Kyoto surviving
for thousands of years after they were
gone? Of course it is impossible to know
the full answers to these questions today,
but I believe it is possible “to feel” them
as one looks at the amazing longevity of
their creations. Their legacy is not the
artifacts themselves, but their vision of
eternity that signifies the longing of every
human soul for immortality that can
perhaps be traced back to the beginning
of the human race.

(Visiting Research Fellow)
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@ Special Seminar

Stephen J. Leisz (Visiting Research
Fellow, CSEAS) “Land Use
Change in North-Central Montane
Vietnam: Using Landsat TM
Chronosequences to Classify and
Characterized Land Use Change,”
June 18. ¥ Tazul Islam (Visiting
Research Fellow, CSEAS) “The
Grameen Bank and the Bank
Rakayat Indonesia: Sharing of
Experiences between the Two
Microfinance Giants,” July 10. W
Ang Choulean (Visiting Research
Fellow, CSEAS) “Related Beings:

Rice and Human,” July 17. ¥
Paul Close (Visiting Researcher,
CSEAS) “Towards an East Asian
Community (with thanks to Charles
Darwin and Karl Marx),” October
10.
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V¥ Participatory Management Structure of Large-Scale
People’s Irrigation System: The Case of the Soprong
Muang Fai System, Northern Thailand. Tassanee
Ounvichit; Supat Wattayu; Satoh Masayoshi V& ¥
(Book Reviews) Vicente L. Rafael. The Promise of the
Foreign: Nationalism and the Technics of Translation
in the Spanish Philippines. Caroline S. Hau W Mark
Bray and Seng Bunly. Balancing the Books: Household
Financing of Basic Education in Cambodia. Surithong
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Fragments of History, Silhouettes of Resurgence:
Student Radicalism in the Early Years of the Marcos
Dictatorship. Patricio N. Abinales W Technological
Adaptation in the Transformation of Traditional Boats
in the Spermonde Archipelago, South Sulawesi. Aziz
Salam; Osozawa Katsuya W % A [l L > FvEIC &
\F 3R EDES LEEOATEE & O Ei 5, [
WA W TG 2 2 C—H 77 7tk & TRiREIAR
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B No. 5. (G-COE Series 3) Palanisami, Kuppanan;
Jegadeesan, Muniandi; Fujita, Koichi; Kono, Yasuyuki.
2008. Impacts of the Tank Modernization Programme
on Tank Performance in Tamil Nadu State, India.

B No. 6. (G-COE Series 4) Yamao, Dai. 2008. Struggle
for Political Space in post-War Iraq: Contending
Relations between ex-Exile Ruling Parties and Later-
formed Parties.

B No. 7. (G-COE Series 5) Ubukata, Fumikazu. 2008.
The Institutional Formation Process of Communal
Forest Management in Northeast Thai Villages.

B No. 8. (G-COE Series 6) Hayami, Yoko. 2008.
Pagodas and Wedding Vows: Buddhist and Sectarian
Practices in Karen State.

B No. 9. (G-COE Series 7) Wakimura, Kohei. 2008.
Health Hazards in 19th Century India: Malaria and
Cholera in Semi-Arid Tropics.

@ Bibliographical Series
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Pavie. Excursion dans le Cambodge et le royaume de
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B No. 5. Cut Armansyah, compiled. CSEAS  Collection
on Indonesian Socio-Economics and Political

Conditions in 1998-2007: A Selected Bibliography.
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The Mew Kyoto Review of Southeast Asia

.

In this issue we are proud to introduce selected essays
originally published in Chinese by the different institutes
and centers of Southeast Asian Studies in the People’s
Republic of China and to add Chinese to our list of
languages. The issue carries a “special flavor” that
reflects the depth and span of our Chinese colleagues’
examination and understanding of the region. These
give readers of insight into how Chinese Southeast Asia
scholars view the region from their end, especially at a
time when their country is becoming a major presence

in Southeast Asia.

Finally, Issue 10 of Kyoto Review is out!

YOU can access the 1ssue at

http:/ /kyotoreviewsea.org/Issue_10/TOC.html

This special issue was made possible by the collaboration
between our colleagues from these institutes and centers
(a brief description of each institution is also included
in the issue) and the staff of the Center for Southeast
Asian Studies, Kyoto University. In our discussions we
realized that for the Kyoto Review of Southeast Asia
to make an impact on South and East Asia, it must
broaden its translation base to include Chinese. This
we hope will become a permanent feature of all future

issues.

(Reported by Patricio N. Abinales)
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