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This talk explores the processes and contents of the Indonesian refugee 
intervention policy. It particularly focuses on the bureaucratic labeling of 
refugees as it unfolds in an eastern Indonesian region of Kupang. Kupang 
is a useful case study for elucidating the interplay between labelling 
refugee and its policy implications because the area has been hosting 
different kinds of refugees since the colonial times due of its strategic 
geographical location that borders Australia and East Timor. Drawing on 
fieldwork, newspaper reports, government accounts and other secondary 
sources, this talk’s argument is twofold: (1) refugee labels evolve over 
time depending on the larger socio-political situation but develop and 
form mostly to serve the interest of the host country than that of the 
refugees; (2) while refugee labels have been effective in justifying funding
and policy intervention, they can lead to a process of refugee manipulation, 
marginalisation and exclusion.
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