


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Southeast Asia Seminar has been held annually by the Center for 
Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University since 1977. Organized 
thematically around a variety of topics, the seminar in 2019 was held in 
Hanoi, Vietnam, offering a seven-day of study tour with group 
discussions and presentations by the participants. 
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Preface 

 
 
This is the final report of the 43rd Southeast Asia Seminar, which was held in Vietnam from 
November 8-13, 2019. The general topic/title was “Economic Growth, Ecology, and Equality: 
Learning from Vietnam.” Working together with Center for Natural Resources and 
Environmental Studies of Vietnam National University, the seminar was designed to have 
intensive discussion among participants and lecturers, stimulate exchanges between 
participants, and consider the thematic issues from local points of view through listening to 
lectures by academic experts and government authorities and conducting fieldwork both in 
rural and urban areas of Vietnam. I hope that some ideas created from opportunity sharing 
with the same time and space in Vietnam could be a seed of new collaborative project in 
the future.  
 
 

Yanagisawa Masayuki 
On behalf of the 43rd Southeast Asia Seminar 

CSEAS, Kyoto University 
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Outline of the Seminar 

 
 
Concept 
 
Throughout the world, economic growth often leads to both ecological degradation and 
inequality. Many countries have encountered the ruin of the ecological realm and various 
forms of inequality, e.g., unequal access to natural resources, unequal employment and 
education opportunities, as well as regional disparities, among others. Such predicaments 
have likewise been one of Southeast Asia’s most critical and urgent issues. 

Vietnam is the site of Southeast Asian Seminar in 2019 due to its uniqueness as, 
currently, one of the most economically-robust countries in the region that shifted from a 
socialist regime to a market-oriented economy. Amidst its rapid development in the last few 
decades, Vietnam has, in various ways, been attempting to ensure the well balance between 
growth, ecology, and equality. In this light, the seminar’s purpose is, therefore, to learn 
from Vietnam’s experiences of socio-economic transition in comparison to other cases in 
Southeast Asia. 
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Environmental Studies (VNU-CRES) Research Fellow Environmental Science and Sustainable

Development
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Research Interests of the Seminar Participants 

1 Le Binh Minh My research interests are in the areas of applied economics, economic development, migration,
inequality and health economics.

2 Dam Thi Dao

Keywords: Vietnam, Myanmar, economic reform, transition, urbanization.
Ms. Dam Thi Dao is a researcher of the Institute for Southeast Asian Studies, an affiliation of Vietnam
Academy of Social Science. She obtained both BA and MA of history at Hanoi National University of
Education in 2007 and 2010 respectively. She is currently a third-year Ph.D. student of the International
Doctoral Program in Asia-Pacific Studies at National Chengchi University in Taiwan. Her research interests
have mainly focused on comparative politics and public governance in South East Asia with special
attention to Vietnam and Myanmar.
In particular, her research involves comparing economic reforms in Vietnam and Myanmar and their
influences on social, cultural and environmental issues. Having said that by implementing those reforms,
the governments of Vietnam and Myanmar have been able to stimulate economic growth, reduce
poverty, promote basic education, and upgrade their international prestige, they have also faced various
emerging problems with regard to social inequality and environmental degradation. Against this
background, she would like to examine the ways in which the two governments have responded to the
new issues stemming from the transition of economic development, especially in rural areas where rapid
urbanization has taken place recently.

3 Dinh Le Na

The transform from a socialist regime to a market-oriented economy in Vietnam is different in many
regions. In the Central Highlands, the minorities indigenous communities have their own transformation
characteristics. My research interests are studies about these communities in peri-urban to discover how
communities adapt to the market-oriented economy through the livelihood activities, especially
agriculture activities.
Keywords: peri-urban, indigenous communities, livelihood, agriculture, sustainable development.

4 Muhammad Bahrul Ulum

My research interests lie in the areas of law and society, human rights, and international economic law.
My work focuses on the intersection of politics, environment, and globalization. I have held research and
visiting positions at the Graduate School of International Development, Nagoya University, Japan on the
biosafety regulation of GM crops in Indonesia and the Faculty of Law, Airlangga University, Indonesia on
the integration model of ASEAN and European Union. My current project is on the conversion of
agricultural land for cement industries and its impacts on food security in Jember, East Java, Indonesia.

5 Aryasatyani  Dhyani

My research interests are; political ecology, water governance, social equity, indigenous knowledge co-
production, and sustainable local community-tourism growth nexus. My research are focusing on
“Sustainability of “Subak” Balinese Indigenous Water Society: A Hydrosocial Analysis”. “Subak” System is
ancient democratic water management system based on indigenous social and religious institution in Bali
island, Indonesia. Balinese valued water beyond physical, moreover in highly spiritual meanings. However,
nowadays local authorities of Bali heavily allocated distribution of water from the water sources mainly
targeting development of tourism growth in Southern Urban Area. Therefore socio-political water
scarcities appear in mainly rural agricultural area, causing inequality of water access for indigenous
community.

This research based on Hydrosocial approach, seek to unravel different water-centred processes.
Hydrosocial as conceptual framework as its exploring territories; socially, naturally, and politically
constituted spaces that area re-created through the interaction amongst human practices, water flows,
hydra-technologies, biophysicals, socio-economics structures and cultural political institutions. This
research aims to investigate how “Subak” system struggle to reconcile with currents uneven policy,
tourism growth and development of urban-rural water management system in Bali and challenges for
indigenous community to be able to sustain their livelihoods.

Keywords: Subak Water System, Indigenous Knowledge, Hydrosocial, Water Governance, Social
Scarcity.
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6 Unang Mulkhan
My research interest is in the area of Sustainable Local Economic Development (SLED), especially looking
at social and solidarity economy (SSE) in the market-oriented era. Keywords: Business, Sustainable
Development, Local Economy, Social and Solidarity Economy, and Market-Oriented Economy.

7 Marvin Lagonera

Keywords: multilevel climate governance; sustainable urban transition; highly urbanized cities

My research focuses on multilevel climate governance and planning in Southeast Asia, with specific
interest in sustainable urban transitions (city-level). I have studied multilevel climate governance and
planning in highly urbanized cities in the Philippines and Indonesia where I examined city-level climate
planning across eight cities in these two countries. Specifically, I analyzed how institutional factors such
as horizontal and vertical harmonization, internal and external administrative arrangements, and national-
local power-sharing affect the capacity of local governments to pursue effective climate action vis-à-vis
sustainable development goals. I have also undertaken research in understanding sustainable urban
transitions specifically in the area of energy and climate action in Quezon City (Philippines) and Kyoto City
(Japan). In this research, I examined how multi-level governance processes in three levels- strategic,
operational, and tactical- across horizontal and vertical axes shaped and framed the progression of urban
energy and climate action in Quezon City and Kyoto City. I employed significantly the “Governance in
Transition Management” framework developed by Kemp et al.

My other technical areas of specialization include developing city-level greenhouse gas emissions
inventories, low carbon scenario planning for cities, and urban climate risk assessments.

8 Danesto Anacio

Socio-Ecological Interactions (focus on production and consumption patterns, indigenous people’s
communities, environmental psychology, and human dimensions of environmental change), Disaster
Studies (focus on natural hazard induced disasters), Environmental and Planetary Health, Policy Analysis
and Implications (focus on impacts to socio-environmental conditions)

9 Visakha Phusamruat

After completing the doctoral degree in law from University of California Berkeley in December 2018 with
a comparative study of data privacy regulations in U.S. and Singapore, I moved back to Thailand to
attend the lecturer position at NIDA. I started a new project, focusing on understanding individual privacy
space in the public sphere as understood by the Thais and shaped by the laws. I draw upon five case
studies; privacy on the roads, privacy in workplace, media and news report, and smart city plan and the
identity as shaped by Thai Buddhist perspectives. From there, I provide implications on challenges and
tensions experienced by regulators due to the introduction of technology; the complexity of virtual space
that overlays the physical one, well-adaptive individual behaviors to new technology, and privacy
unawareness have posed limits in applying privacy individualistic approach into Thai soil. Expanding the
study from Thailand context to her neighbor, Vietnam, would allow me to see the transcendence,
convergence and divergence of urban development in Hanoi in contrast to Bangkok, and find a new way
to understand how and why social relationships are constructed in public space and the role of law in
shaping interpersonal relationships in that space.

Social Relationship, Privacy, Urban Development, Technology, Law

10 Chatubhoom
Bhoomiboonchoo WATER, CUSTOMARY LAW, HUMAN RIGHTS, SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

11 Rabi'ah Aminudin

My main interest is gender and politics as it covers a wide range of political aspects in life as how gender
affects political economy, institutional setting and behaviour, as well as the decisions made by political
actors. As such, it will be interesting to learn Vietnam’s experiences as it performs better in gender
equality in comparison with other Asian countries. I am also interested in learning the policy tools and
institutional setting that Vietnam has which reduce inequalities in society especially in terms of gender
wage gap

Keywords: Gender and Politics, Public Policy, Institutionalism
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Held at Hoa Vien Restaurant, Hanoi 
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2-3 Spread of Transboundary Animal Diseases Accelerated by Globalization: Pandemic and 
Control of African Swine Fever (ASF) in Southeast Asia 
     Yamazaki Wataru  

 
Group 3: Equality (Moderator: Kobayashi Satoru) 

“Equality and Equity in Southeast Asian societies.” 
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3-1 “Equality” as An Idea in Vietnam: From A Historical Perspective 
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Care in Rural Cambodia 
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Lectures from CSEAS 
 
Group 1: Economic Growth  
Moderator: Decha Tangseefa 
 
1-1  
Southeast Asia’s Economic Growth and Globalization from A Historical Perspective 

Kobayashi Atsushi 
 
This presentation aims to show the merit and demerit of the globalization for Southeast Asia’s 
economy through comparing the past and present economic growth. During the nineteenth 
century, the period of the first globalization, Southeast Asian economy was integrated into the 
periphery of the growing global economy, and grew based on the trade boom. Behind the 
economic development, however, Southeast Asian economies became vulnerable to external 
shocks, and actually, the region suffered from the damage of the global economic crisis, such as 
World War I and Great Depression. Observing the contemporary economic growth in Southeast 
Asia, while the region’s economy has been enjoying the steady growth since the late 1980s 
owing to the export-oriented industrialization, production transfer, and direct foreign investment, 
the two financial crises in 1997 and 2008 damaged to the economic performance in Southeast 
Asian countries. Thus, while the strong linkage with the global economy is crucially important 
for Southeast Asia’s economic growth today, handling with the adverse effect of globalization is 
inevitable assignment. 
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1-2  
The Ground Is Shifting Below Our Feet:  
The ‘Light’ and ‘Dark’ along the Thai-Myanmar Borderlands 

                                                                    Decha Tangseefa  
 
Within the ethos of the “new normal,” marginal migrants are not only workers and/or patients, 
but also netizens in this fast-changing capitalized and technologized world. It is the world 
whereby netizens are surveilled and “speed, surprise, and sudden shifts in direction” in expansive 
global markets are the norm, not the exception. In other words, through the capital-digital circuit, 
marginal migrants, like every netizen in this circuit, are deeply surveilled. The stark differences 
between the marginal migrants and the non-marginal-migrants are that many of the former 
have little basic formal- education, poor, illegal, unskilled/low skilled. Moreover, although the 
inauguration of the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC), on December 31, 2015, has resulted in 
more openness toward otherness, in the case of Thailand, being marginal migrant others could 
still translate into trouble. Through the tropes of “light” and “dark,” this talk will present the 
changing contours of the lives and spaces along the Thai-Myanmar borderlands affected by the 
capital-digital circuit: how the fates of marginal migrants along  the borderlands have been bleak 
and will be even more so for many years to come, as comprehensively positive changes are not 
on the horizon – amidst the shifting ground below everyone’s feet. 
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1-3 
Reshaping Land System in the China-ASEAN Border Region:  
Understanding Economic Growth through A Lens of Land System Changes 

                                                                      Hua Xiaobo 
 
This presentation aims to provide an alternative approach to understand how to explicitly 
describe, track, and interpret the structure and dynamics of land systems in contemporary 
borderlands. By using an example of the China-ASEAN border region, where has been 
experiencing transitions from the geographical periphery and margins of the nation-states to the 
frontier characterized by regional markets and comparative advantages in land, labor, and 
capital responding to economic growth and globalization for the past two decades, I will examine 
how complex interactions of historical, socio-economic, and political factors affected land 
systems in this borderland. I argue the studies on land system changes in borderlands need to 
thoroughly link the features of border regions with multiple interactions – on either or both sides 
of a border – rather than simply focusing on shifts within closed national boundaries. 
Synthesizing the knowledge about the land system dynamics in borderlands needs to pay 
attention to the shift from place-based toward larger-scale analysis of interactions and 
connections in a globalized context. 
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Group 2: Ecology  
Moderator: Yanagisawa Masayuki 
 
2-1  
Indirect Linkage of Deer and Fish Population Dynamics: 
Importance of Long-Term and Landscape Level Perspective in Ecosystem 
Conservation 

                                                                     Nakagawa Hikaru  
 

Economic growth generally benefits us, but often to be a trade-off to ecosystem services. 
Therefore, the consideration of ecosystem conservation is necessary for achieving SDGs. 
Ecosystem linkage is very important factor to investigate ecosystem conservation, because the 
all ecosystems in Earth is open ecosystem that links each other via the materials and energies. 
In the seminar presentation, I introduce my study about unexpected effects from a terrestrial 
mammal population to stream fishes via the ecosystem linkage. Forest degradation caused by 
deer overabundance has become a worldwide problem in recent decades. Overgrazing by deer 
not only affects terrestrial ecosystems but also spreads to aquatic ecosystems. Mass 
consumption of forest floor vegetation by deer creates denuded slopes and increases sediment 
inputs into adjacent rivers. In addition, rivers have upstream–downstream continuum structures, 
whereby the effects of degradation events in forests at upstream sites may spread to larger 
ecosystems downstream. However, few studies have examined the indirect effects of deer 
overabundance on downstream ecosystems. I examined the relationships between population 
dynamics of 13 fish species and habitat characteristics at a downstream site over the course of 
11 years after forest floor degradation by deer overconsumption in a 36.5-km2 catchment area 
of the Yura River in the Ashiu research forest, Japan, which is well-protected from anthropogenic 
influences. During my 11 years of observation, characteristics of stream habitats changed from 
a predominantly coarse substrate to a fine substrate. I observed a remarkable decrease in one 
species (Tribolodon hakonensis) and increase in another species (Pseudogobio esocinus), and 
these changes were reasonably consistent with the increase or decrease in their preferred habitat 
types in the sampling site. This study showed long-term habitat changes in a stream after forest 
floor degradation due to deer overconsumption in its catchment area and demonstrated that fish 
populations reacted to these changes. This study suggests that catchment-level management, 
including forest ecosystem conservation, is necessary to solve fundamental problems in stream 
ecosystems. 
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2-2  
Utilization of Optimal Weather Data for Management of Peatlands in Indonesia 

                                                                                    Ogawa Mariko 
 

Tropical peatlands are located in more than 80 countries, but they remain among the least 
understood and monitored ecosystems in the world. Peatland fires in Indonesia have occurred 
since 1990s and the most recent biggest fires was in 2015. 

Fire and smoke are strong correlated with atmospheric and climate dynamics. Satellite data 
is useful to detect point of fire (or cloud when raining) globally, but we require data with high 
spatial and temporal resolutions to manage activity of firefighting. 

Utilization of optimal weather data is important point to understand the correlation and 
linkage between atmosphere and peatland for management of peat fire and smoke. 
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2-3  
Spread of Transboundary Animal Diseases Accelerated by Globalization:  
Pandemic and Control of African Swine Fever (ASF) in Southeast Asia 

                                                                        Yamazaki Wataru  
 

Transboundary animal diseases (TADs) cause serious harm to livestock and meat industries 
worldwide. Among these, the African swine fever (ASF) virus causes enormous economic damage 
due to the need for administrative measures such as culling to prevent the spread of outbreaks. 
The acceleration of globalization and increases in international logistics and international flights 
exacerbate the risk of distributing pathogens worldwide. We succeeded in developing a simple, 
cost-effective and highly sensitive on-site diagnostic system for ASF. A collaboration plan is 
ongoing with Vietnam National University of Agriculture (VNUA) to control ASF. 
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Group 3: Equality 
Moderator: Kobayashi Satoru 
 
“Equality and Equity in Southeast Asian societies.” 

Kobayashi Satoru 
 

What kinds of social systems must we develop from now on? The session3 regards this is the 
critical question, which examines the issue of equality and equity in Southeast Asian countries. 
Regarding the historical evolution of human societies in recent centuries, one must agree with 
the victory for the feudalistic pre-modern social system is one of the positive changes 
experienced commonly. Equality is the most crucial concept for the construction of modern 
society in terms of human rights, gender, and so on. The significance of equality is evident when 
one regards the social condition of Southeast Asian countries at the beginning of the 20th century. 
Colonial rules had introduced modernized technologies since the 19th century or earlier, but it 
preferred the preservation of the pre-modern system. It was after the independence that 
equality became one of the critical perspectives for building a society and a nation. However, it 
is obvious today that the issue of equality must be studied together with equity. Equality, in 
terms of human rights, gender, and religious worship, has been keeping unchangeable 
importance for shaping a peaceful society. But, how about equality in economic life? Several 
trials for achieving economic equality had seen in the 20th century, but all of them had failed. 
Instead, in the process of marketization and globalization in the post-Cold war context, the 
economic discrepancy in Southeast Asian societies seemed to be fixed or widened much more 
than previous times. The increasing attention to “inclusiveness” in the development planning of 
government, as well as international organizations, illustrates the growing interest to equity, not 
equality.  

In the session, three researchers examine roles and interrelations of three components of 
society; state, intermediate organization, and family, for questioning the issue of equality and 
equity in Vietnam, Cambodia, and Indonesia. The talks, examine philosophical construction as 
well as effective policies concerning equality and equity in each society, must give a good chance 
for exchange opinions for envisioning the future of Southeast Asian societies.  
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3-1  
“Equality” as An Idea in Vietnam: From A Historical Perspective 

Ono Mikiko 
 
“Equality” as an idea in Vietnam is represented by the “traditional” village in the northern Red 
River Delta where village members share communal land by local covenant and strengthen their 
tie in order to resist against the external pressure. This image, originated from the village 
community, was inherited by the socialist regime in Vietnam after 1945 and became the force 
of the national mobilization system during the war. 

The Vietnamese government persisted in the agrarian socialism and the wealth was 
measured by extent of farmland. However, after 1975 when the war for reunifying north-south 
divide was ended, this national system exposed various problems. This resulted in government 
decision which launched the Doi Moi (Renovation) policy in December 1986. The Doi Moi policy 
was intended to change the system from collectivism to individualism, but socialism based on 
agriculture did not change. The problems erupted after Doi Moi were converged by the 
distribution of farmland under the domestic migration policy. However, with the economic 
development in the 2000s, the agricultural industry became less important. By the abolition of 
the agricultural tax in 2005, the agrarian socialism was namely ended. Vietnam is now in search 
for seeking new idea of “equality”. 
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3-2  
Cultural Innovation in the Face of Modernization:  
A study of Emerging Community-Based Care in Rural Cambodia 

                                                                         Kobayashi Satoru 
 
This paper explores the dynamism of a grassroots cultural innovation in rural Cambodia, where 
rapid socio-economic development has been ongoing since the 1990s. From an anthropological 
perspective of studying the transformation of local cultures, it focuses on the Buddhist ritual 
named sangkeaha in Khmer, which has emerged in the research area relatively recently. The 
word sangkeaha means “aid, assistance, help.” Villagers also call the ritual sangkeaha thoa, 
which means “assistances based on Buddhist dharma.” The unique feature of the ritual is when 
the village chief and some elderly persons in a village propose it to help those who suffer the 
predicament of debt accumulated for medical treatment when there is an ill person in the family. 
As a practice, it is a manifestation of religious and cultural values in a locality. 

The emergence of the ritual illustrates three unique features for the transformation of 
Cambodian society in the face of modernization. The first is the dual nature of economic 
development driven by the modernization of livelihood activities. By utilizing new agricultural 
technologies as well as sending youths to cities/abroad for labors, village families become to be 
more abundant in recent years. However, they are forced to face new predicaments at present, 
such as increasing costs for medical treatment in particular. The second is the turns of state-
society relation in Cambodia concerning equality and equity, which had experienced through 
political transitions since the 1970s; authoritarian, republic, communism, socialism, and liberal 
democracy in the end. The latest transition was supposed to mark the philosophical shift in state 
policy from equality to equity. However, there are few political initiatives for achieving equity in 
the society, so that village families have been in a self-help condition until today. Finally, the 
case also illustrates the grassroots initiative for cultural change to achieve a better society. The 
cultivation of traditional value into a new form, which sangkeaha represents, shows a trial for 
filling a vacuum between state and family.  
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3-3  
Theory and Practices of Zakāt as one of the Essence of Equality Principle in 
Contemporary Indonesia 

                                                                        Adachi Mari 
 
Al-Qurʼān, the holy book of Islam introduces a wide range of ordinances on socioeconomic justice, 
equality, brother-hood and equal distribution of wealth and resources in many verses. These 
principles of equality are explicitly can be seen in the form of Zakāt (Islamic obligatory 
almsgiving). Muslims who fulfill the minimum wealth requirements are obliged to pay zakāt 
through zakāt collectors or to zakat management organizations who distribute the funds to the 
needy according to the 8 categories of zakāt recipients which are determined from al-Qurʼan. 
The function is re-distribution of excess wealth and the main target is the poor and needy. This 
presentation tries to introduce not only these theories but also actual practices of zakāt in 
contemporary Indonesia which has the biggest Muslim population in the world. 
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Day 2, Nov 9   Fieldwork at Four Craft Villages in Hanoi 
                       

Two groups visited 4 different villages in peri-urban area of Hanoi. First group visited 1. Lang 
Chuong Conical-Hat Village and 2. Phu Vinh Rattan-Bamboo Craft Village. The second group 
visited 3. Phung Xa Silk Village and 4. Tay Tuu Flower Village. 

Conical Hat Village and Rattan-Bamboo Village 

HUA XIAOBO 
In the morning, we went to the first village in the peri-urban area of Hanoi, which is 
specialized in conical-hats. There, we learned the basic process of hat-making from an old 
lady, who is very skillful in making hats for many decades. 
 
In the afternoon, we visited the second village, which is famous for rattan-bamboo products 
and looks like a handicraft industry. These products are exported to China and some Western 
countries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One village one product 
Rural development supported by handicraft 
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Villagers’ life greatly depends on the contract (Vulnerability) with outside agencies or 
companies.  
Cultural inheritance: is it difficult for the next generation as many young people left home to 
urban sectors? 
 
I am very interested in the following questions. 
・How are local labor forces organized? 
・Apart from the income from handicraft, are there any other income sources for the local 

villagers? 
 
Thinking about the connections between production and nature. 
Where can they get the natural materials (e.g. bamboo) for the products? Self-producing or 
purchasing? 
 
Learning from other groups, I am thinking about the development types of each village. 
・Flower: Resource-based (land, water, labor) and relying on suitable weather/climate 
・Paper fan: Skill-based 
・Conical-hat: Resource and skill based 
・Rattan-bamboo craft: Resource and skill based 
 
DINH LE NA 
Phu Vinh village 
- The network: materials -> crude product -> completed products -> wholesale 
- A Chinese man live in village to collect products 
 
CHATUBHOOM BHOOMIBOONCHOO 
This note is made from my short note during the field trip on Vietnam. It might not record all 
events during my field trip but I try to do best to make this note useful for the Vietnamese 
people who are the best guest. I devote this paper for the Vietnamese people, the best guest. I 
have no doubt that Vietnam will be one of the developed country by the creative and enthusiasm 
of Vietnam people.  
 
I arrived Hanoi on the 6th Nov 2019 with Air Asia's morning flight. The conference started on 
next two days (8th Nov 2019) and the first field trip was on 9th Nov 2019 whereas the second 
trip was on 10-12 Nov 2019. It was at the peri-urban of Hanoi. I and our team went to 2 places 
with 2 Vans and 2 local guides and 2 translators.  I observed that the local guides and translator 
are very fluent in English language. They can help us a lot to understand what the villagers told 
us about their lives. Their capacities show me well about the modern generation of Vietnam.  
Vietnam is one of the most interesting countries with the good human resource.  I hope they 
can develop their country sustainably and not repeat the bad way of development in Thailand, 
in particular, inequality. 
 
On 9th Nov 2019, we went to two villages. Firstly, it is the village that local people produce 
the conical hat for Vietnamese and tourists. Secondly, it is the village that local people produce 
wicked or basketry to export such as the rattan ladies bag, rattan glass plate and rattan plate.  
I did not clear about our mission. I knew only that we need to present our experience on the 
last date before we left Vietnam on 13th Nov.   Therefore, I try to ask the interviewee about 
water utilization in each village.  At the first village, the interviewee and her family use the 
ground water in her daily and for conical hats production. However, the data that we know is 
only how to produce them but not the water foot print. I assume that water will be used in the 
production for cleaning palm leaves. We hardly see the teenage labour in the village. It is similar 
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to the second village that we visited in the afternoon on the same date that labour shortage is 
the problem for agriculture sector in Vietnam and for craft industry, although it has the 
continuous demands from markets. I observed that almost labour who worked in both villages 
were more than 40 years old. The labour shortage might effect to the knowledge transfer to next 
generation too. I realize that the labour shortage in agriculture sector is not only the problem 
for Thailand, but Vietnam is facing it too. I ask our friend and local guide why it the new 
generation do not want the work in the agriculture sector or craft industry as well as their 
ancestors. She answered me that the new generation dreams of seeing the big world outside 
more than working in the routine work in paddy field. In my opinion, I think it depend on the 
income distribution, incentives and factors of productions.  When I studied in Australia, I knew 
that Australia had faced the labour shortage problems in both labour intensive industry and 
service sectors. This is because the wage is quite low. Later, government changed policy by 
setting the minimum wage for both labour intensive industry and service sectors higher than 
workers in office. Now, the occupation like bus driver, mechanics and construction workers are 
popular among the teenage in Australia. However, this policy generates the new social value 
that people prefer to study in further education more than tertiary education. 
 
After the first trip, I still had no topic to present on 13th Nov 2019. The good luck came to seen 
me on the second trip to Nghe-An province in the middle part of Vietnam between 10-12 Nov 
2019. 
 
DECHA TANGSEEFA 

1) A grandmother: Almost 80 years old  
2) She got 200,000 VN Dong from middle persons for making a basket (?) 
3) Middle persons would color the rattan and would sell it for 300,000 
4) Husband 81 years old  
5) Both married for 62 years 
6) They had 5 children: all not following her footstep and had lived in cities 
7) In this village, only she and the other family could still do it. Many people left cause’ they 

didn’t think they could make enough money. 
8) Reflections: Having observed the two villages, I have asked myself: 

a. How will the villagers lived amidst the rapidly changing world, one that will have  
resulted in different forms and tastes of consumption?  

b. Surely, the conical-hat symbolizes “Vietnameseness,” but demand would surely  
decline with time, would it not? As for the rattan-bamboo, in the long-term, it is also  
very likely that fewer people would want to buy it. Amidst that kind of reality, how  
can the villagers cope with it?   

c. How has the Vietnamese government prepared villagers in these two villages – as well  
as other craft villages – to cope with the higher cost of living that comes with the 
Vietnamese society being more technologized (especially digitalized) and capitalized?  

d. Or, more concretely, since more young people will not be interested to continue these  
kinds of professions, what kind of policy has the government initiated in order to 
prepare older generations – and some young people who still choose to continue – to 
live in the rapidly changing Vietnam where producing handicrafts would very likely 
not be adequate as a way of earning a living, and hence to have a financially secure 
life? 
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Silk Village and Flower Village 
  
YAMAZAKI WATARU 
1. Visit to silk producers 
They raise silkworms and had several foot 
looms. An employee gave a demonstration. 
The silk being produced was awarded by the 
authority and seemed to have a high 
reputation. 
 
2. Visit a flower farmer (name of the village: 
Tay Tuu)  
They grow roses. About 12 empty bottles of 
pesticide were thrown away in the waterway 
next to the rose field. There were many 

Chinese pesticides. Some labels were written only in Chinese, so I was worried about using them 
after understanding the precautionary statements, obtaining them legally, and what they would 
affect to the environment. During the interview, a male worker carrying a pesticide tank came 
to work on the insecticide. The pesticide stock solution was added to the tank, diluted with water 
from the waterway beside the rose field, and preparation for spraying was begun. He did not 
have rubber gloves and did all the work with his bare hands. I asked the following questions. 
Question (Yamazaki): How do you think about the effects on your body and environment? 
Answer (worker): I know it's dangerous, but I can't help it. 
 
Impression: According to Dr. Yanagisawa, Tay Tuu Village is a famous flower locality in Vietnam. 
Once the flowers grown in other areas were brought into Tay Tuu, they became the Tay Tuu 
brand and were sold at higher prices. Even in Japan, the issue of disguised food production areas, 
where inexpensive imported beef (for example, Aussie beef) is disguised as expensive domestic 
beef (for example, Wagyu beef), is sometimes taken up in the media, and I thought it had a 
similar structure. Because it is difficult to determine the intrinsic value of an object, we tend to 
rely on trust in the brand and make 
purchasing actions. I thought that conducting 
economic activities using that psychology 
would be universal (regardless legal or 
illegal). In addition, while understanding the 
harmful effects on themselves and the 
environment, the worker felt that he has to 
engage in insecticidal work. If the country 
chooses "economic growth", which is also the 
theme of our seminar, the vulnerable people 
will start to be victim, the gap will gradually 
widen, and the "equality" of society will 
eventually fluctuate. I also thought it was 
universal change throughout the world. 
 
ONO MIKIKO 
Visit the Peri-Urban area in Greater Hanoi 
 
On the way 
9:12 departure from the Hotel, riding separately on 2 cars, Going for Yen So. 
9:42 See the Yen So Lake in the south. High-rise buildings line up. 

See the Linh Dam Lake.  
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Lakes and ponds for escaping extra water in the past were vanished, filled up. And many 
high-rise apartments were built. Contaminated water has increased in underground and 
environmental pollution are proceeding. 
Passed Thanh Long University 

9:59 passed Ho Guom Plaza - Hanoi Public Library - Post Office. 
Passed Ha Dong Railway station. 
See the Thanh Oai Industrial zone (= Cum Cong Nghiep Thanh Oai), high buildings are 
scattered along the national road, and paddy fields. 

10:35 Enter Thanh Oai prefecture. = Reach the suburbs of Greater Hanoi. 
See the signboard of the urbanization adjustment area. 
Enter Kim Thu town. 

< Q. from looking at the sign board, A. from the guide’s information: Peoples of Thai Binh 
province eat cats’ meat> 

Enter Van Dinh town. 
11:05 Arrive at Phuong Xa village 

Roads within village area are paved with cement. A small rest area along the road. The 
village landscape is well maintained, is it affected by the “New agricultural village (= 
nong thon moi)” policy? 

Afternoon: Start to interview silk fabric traders’ house after lunch. 
 
At silk fabric traders’ house & factory  
Appearance: 

Traditional suburban rural house style with flush toilet, water supply. Renovated a side house 
to display shop. 

Livelihood: 
Rice Production is only for private use. 
Silk Production  
7 months are on season. Mulberry trees are planted in fields of riverside. ←Not catch up 
mulberry production for silk production needs? 
Although specializing in wholesale, private dealers come to buy.  
←Silk Goods follow the selling trend – variety goods, organic taste, and colors.  

Number of Employees  
season off – 5-6 person, on season – 2-3 person, employ mainly elderly. Actual management 
is the wife of householder. (Householder missed their son before several years)  
from a working young woman, the reason of working here is the payment is twice as high as 
other factories. 
←display a factory for tourist? 

History 
There are approx.100 households engage in the same business. In the past, linked together 
and formed the spinning cooperative (=hop tac xa). Spinning industry stopped working due 
to the increase Chinese products. Many households went out of the business and some 
households turned to the silk weaving business. ← The only success household? 

Others 
hear the spinning machine as walking along the street in the village. However, The only 
success household? 

 
The way to returning to Hanoi central 
15:45 Arrival at Tay Tuu village (famous as flower village) 
Flower market (=Cho Hoa)  

open 2-3 a.m. ←specialized market for wholesale? Village management? 
See Dinh. Typical spatial arrangement of Village gate, Dinh, and Pond setting. 
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At the Flower grower of Tu Liem 
Outline 

In 2013 the informant's farmland was seized as public land and bought this land by the 
compensation 70 trieu dong. Growing roses and lilies on 70 hectares within this area 
(equivalent to 80 % of all farmers).  
He works farmer in season (6 months), and shop in season off. Some households have 
entrusted farming. He grows mainly roses for Vietnam’s new year (=Tet). 
Use foreign seeds and employee 2 persons in season. 

 
17:30 return to the hotel 
 
ADACHI MARI 
I visited Tay Tuu flower village. Mecon delta don’t have wide field so that people have to craft 
something rather than farming. So that this area is very famous for craft village. The owner of 
the flower land had 700 square meter farm for producing lily. According to him, the Vietnam 
government took most of the land in cheep price. He just got 70 million Vietnamese dong for it. 
At first, he seems upset with that escheat. However, his two sons help the father for the online 
marketing business for sell the flowers by using ICTs so that the income became higher than the 
land was taken. It is tough for those who live in such a situation. On the other hands I also felt 
resilience of those who are suffered from authoritarian power. 
 
VISAKHA PHUSAMRUAT 
Van Phuc Silk Village  
Informant No. 1 – Silk house owner 
Silk worm farming started before 1930. The best products sell to French people. The second-
class products sell at huay dai and huay ngae street market. The silk product once become very 
popular in 70’ and 90’s, but today’s sale is much harder. It’s hard to find someone who believe 
in the products – some marketing problem. Blanket made from silk is sold at higher price 
compared to common blanket. In 2017, silk assembly members talked, persuaded to his wife 
about the idea of Myanmar lotus silk. Since then, the house started producing lotus silk blanket 
and scarf. The process for 1 scarf takes 1 month. In 1 day, worker can extract threads from 200 
lotus stems. Weaving by machine takes less than a day to make a scarf, but hand weaving takes 
longer, also depending on pattern details. 
Silk worm eats 15 Kg of mulberries leaves to produce 20 kg cocoons. Harvest time is April-
November. 2 Hectors of land are under 5-7 year rental period. Two kinds of silk worms: 
Vietnamese silk worm and the Chinese one. Chinese silk worm can produce longer thread from 
their cocoons. 
5-6 seasonal workers come at the village when the season started. (They have network with 
other villages.) They are at retired age and from other weaving family. Best sellers product are 
blanket and pillow cover. Lotus scarf is not produced enough to export.  
 
Tay Tuu Flower Village 
Informant No. 2 - Flower business owner 
Land for growing flowers has become much less. It was taken back in 2013 for expanding 
business area. Kinds of flowers growing here are Bell, lily, daisy. They hire seasonal workers i.e. 
tool workers who are professional workers in the area he has the lands in addition to labor from 
his family – himself and his wife. The worker cost 10-12$ a day. He changed the strategy by not 
depending on one land. Here he planted just to keep the land. More farms would save time to 
grow flowers, and he made more profit. 80% of flowers is produced from the land he hired from 
other business owners. Other land is within the 22 KM radius from this land. He rented the land 
on the 5 years period contract. His son opened flower business and use Facebook fan page to 
promote sales. Flower production business started since 1987. Next year he will grow lily.  
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OGAWA MARIKO  
Date：Around 16:00, November 9 

Place：Flower farm area near Hanoi 

 
-A man (Picture 1, center). His son has internet sales business. 
-Some part of his land was taken by the government in 2013 due to urbanization policy. 
Currently, he rent another land 22 km away from here. 

-He raises the land elevation to prevent flooding from heavy rain. 
-It is necessary to disinfect the flowers (Picture 2). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Picture１：At his flower farm                                            Picture 2：Preparing for disinfection  

with simple equipment 
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Day 3, Nov 10   Move to Anh Son District, Nghe An Province 
 

 
Visited President Ho Chi Minh Native Home in Vinh City, Nghe An Province. 
 

 
 
YAMAZAKI WATARU 
Dr. Yanagisawa accidentally reunited with the former director of CRES, the third generation, to 
warm up the old relationship. The former director was nearly 80 years old, and he was studying 
abroad in Moscow when he was young. The former director skipped a joke saying, "I remember 
the young Russian woman at the time of studying abroad, but I can hardly remember the recent 
thing." I was strangely convinced that the essence of human (or man) is universal, despite the 
different times and places.  
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Day 4, Nov 11   Fieldwork in Nghe An Province 

AM: Briefing at Anh Son District Office and Sub-District Office. Received lectures from 
government officials 

PM: Four groups visited two households each and conducted interviews. 
 

Anh Son District Office 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HUA XIAOBO 
1) In the morning, we visited the Anh Son District government office. 
 
Population: Ten thousand people 
There are 17 communes.  
Mountainous area with multiple terrains and rivers 
Livelihood here depends on agricultural production. The major crops include rice, maize, cassava, 
sugarcane, tea, and other industrial crops. Chicken farm. 
 
Here, the government wants to develop ecotourism invested by private sectors (ethnic culture, 
such as spiritual tourism, and the beauty of nature, such as waterfall) and attract investments 
in processing industry (The rice price is decreasing.)  
The policy related to ecotourism aims to helping ethnic minorities and creating more job 
opportunities. One reason is that local farmers do not want to leave home and work far away 
from their home.  
Potential: Production in Laos and processing in Vietnam. (in agricultural production). It is a very 
interesting point and make me think about the border between China and Southeast Asia. It is 
like a cross-border cooperation in agriculture and industry development.  
 
Several advantages for supporting ecotourism 
・ Convenient transportation: Geographically, it is close to Laos. Highways. 
・ New port 
・ Ho Chi Minh path to Mekong Delta 
 
DAM THI DAO 
District office (8-9 a.m) 
- We met districts officials 
- General information of the district: 

+ Anh Son is a highland district, far away from Vinh city around 100 kms. The district is 
about 6,000 km2 in area and its population is 111,000 people, including 8,000 ethnic 
minority ones. The territory is partitioned by mountains and short rivers. It shares a 5-km 
border with Laos PRC. There is an international friendly martyr’s cemetery between Vietnam 
and Laos there.  The region has a tropical monsoon climate. 
+ Economic activities of this district involve agriculture (growing rice, maize, tea leaves, 
sugar cane, cassava…, and raising pig, ox, chicken...), processing industry (processing 
agricultural products) and light industry, and services (tourism). Since the productivity of 
agricultural sector is relatively low, light industry and services have been encouraged to 
develop, especially spirit tourism.  
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+ People have limited access to education 
-  Discussion: 

+ Agricultural sector contributes 32 percent to the district’s GDP 
+ While the district’s budget only meets itself 10%, it mainly depends on the state budget. 
+ Labor export: Approximately 3,000 locals are working overseas. The number has 

considerably increased for the last ten years 
 
RABI’AH AMINUDIN 
Ahn Son District Office 
● 60,000 square feet 
● Population: 110, 000 with 8000 minority people 
● Mountainous landscape divided by many streams 
● A well-known district for its contribution to the 1930 Revolution as many people from the 

district sacrificed their lives for the cause of the Revolution 
● There is a graveyard of Vietnamese soldiers who fought with Laos 
● Climate- tropical monsoon and received hot and cold winds from Laos 
● Livelihood mainly depends on agriculture production majorly rice, corn, industrial crops (tea,  

sugarcane, cassava). Big size farms mainly hold chicken 
● The District is currently calling for investment to develop processing (from raw materials to  

finished products) infrastructure, as well as to develop services sector such as eco-tourism 
and other industrial crafts 

● The District also is changing from agriculture crop to industrial crop 
● For rice production, it is inefficient and labour intensive but bring low return 
● For tourism, they are planning to develop eco-tourism in the ethnic minority areas as well as 

spiritual tourism such as pilgrimage to the fallen soldiers graveyard and historical relics area. 
● In terms of connectivity, the area has advantages as it has T8 highway that connects to Laos,  

and District Comm is asking permission from Province to develop international port. It also  
can connect to Ho Chi Minh City to transport goods. 

● However, Nghe An is categorized as a difficult district in the category of education and medical  
care 

● Top district of Nghe An province that have high quality medical care, education, and cultural 
activities 

● For ethnic minority, they have collective group activity by conducting classes and develop  
eco-tourism initiatives 

● However, the mountainous area is very difficult to access and ethnic minorities often live in  
remote areas 

● They have collaborative efforts with higher education institution such as the HCM Academy  
and National Economy University to bring ideas on how to improve the living standard in Nghe  
An including the ethnic minority groups 

● Ratio of agriculture is 32% to the country’s GDP with major crops are tea (for export), cassava 
(for tapioca flour), rubber (just started), and 68,000 tonnes rice and corn 

● Development of the border gate-people from Laos come to Vietnam for medical care illegally,  
therefore, there is a need to legalise it which requires cooperation between Vietnam and Laos 

● The other side has high potentials for agricultural products which Anh Son can provide 
factories to process the agricultural products 

● Income for the District office is around 60-70 billion VND which is quite low compared to  
general standard 

● Tax industries (collection) is insignificant because of the low income groups made up the  
majority of the population in Nghe An 

● The expenditure of the District office operation is around 600 billion VND which mainly  
depending on central government’s budget. The expenditure mainly for the purpose of 
salary, training of district staff and in the case of disaster, 10% of the coverage is from the 
district office while 90% is from the central government 

● In terms of administration, they merge the administrative units to reduce expenditure 
● As for labour export- it is estimated that 3000 of the district population work abroad in the  

commercial and services sectors 
● Recently the number is increasing and the government is trying to legalise labour exports by  

giving permits to the operating companies 
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● The labour export has indirect contribution towards the development of Nghe An as they bring  
back job skills, language, and culture when they return 

● They are focusing on three types of services: 1) hotel, 2) entertainment, 3) souvenir selling.  
For labour move from agriculture to services, it must be feasible for the people 

● Eco-tourism policy is to help the minority to improve their livelihood while protecting the  
environment and their culture 

● It can be done and developed with the help from private sector and to create job on-sites as  
customs does not encourage them to go away 

● Two of the most urgent activities in Nghe An are 1) poverty alleviation, and 2) new rural  
programme socialisation through CSR and individuals as seven of the most difficult communes 
are located in the district 

● For eco-tourism initiative, the district has received permission from the central however there  
is no allocated funding given 

● Participatory mechanism- people know, people do, people check 
● People’s Council-District, commune level have to present the result twice a year and ask for  

comments and plans as well as contribution from the people 
● Construct or build new building or road have to inform people so they will give their support  

to the initiatives (e.g. give their lands) 
 
CHATUBHOOM BHOOMIBOONCHOO 
In Nghe-An on 11 Nov 2019, we started by going to Anh Sơn district, then Phúc Sơn commune 
and later we went to 3 field sites.  At Anh Sơn district, the governor and staffs welcome us and 
brief the general information about Anh Sơn district. The background information about Anh Sơn 
district is as follows; 
 
1. The main occupation of Anh Sơn district is farmer. 
2. The major crop of this area includes rice, maize, tea, sugar cane, cassava, rubber. 
3. The livestock of this area includes chicken, buffalo, pig and cow. 
4. The officer would like to have the investment, particularly, value addition for agriculture 

production, eco-tourism and craft industry.  
5. The results for SWOT analysis of Anh Sơn district are as follows. 

5.1 Strength; Anh Sơn district is a border area close to Bolikhamsai province of Lao. It has  
high way 30 km. lengths links between Bolikhamsai province and Anh Sơn district.  

5.2 Weakness; Anh Sơn district lack of human resource, capital, knowledge to create business.  
No higher education in this area. Health problems and illiteracy are major problems for  
people in this area.  

5.3 Opportunity; Anh Sơn consists of ethnic historical area that can be develop to be the  
tourist attraction place. People from Bolikhamsai province come to Anh Sơn district for  
the medical care. 

5.4 Threat; people from Nghe An want to work aboard but no legally system to support. Then  
people choose to work aboard illegal and cannot access to legal protection and social  
welfare.   

  
The governor told us that he tries to use PDCA (Planning, Doing, Checking and Assessing) 
process before running the new policies. This information reflected that the Vietnamese officers 
understand the problems of their areas quite well and try to promote public participation. 
 
ADACHI MARI 
We went to the governor’s office in Anh Son district and subdistrict near to the border line with 
Laos. This remote district is just in the middle of Ho Chi Min to Hanoi. Officers wish to make 
commercial sector and industrious sector grow. Especially they want to highlight eco-tourism in 
order to conserve custom, dance musical instrument of ethnic minority and environment of nice 
land scape. In addition to this, this place is famous for the battle grounds and graves for soldiers 
and volunteers during Vietnam war. The officers wanted to commercial spiritual tourism(sic) in 
order to develop this region. 
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Anh Son Sub-District Office 

 
HUA XIAOBO 
2) We then visited the Sub-district government office. 
It is 6 km away from Laos. 
There are 2,557 households and over 9,000 people. 
・It is an agricultural commune.  
・Rice: 350 ha 
・Peanuts: 100 ha 
・Tea: 300 ha (contract farming, two varieties, subsidy provided by government, start from 

2014) 
・Fruit trees: 200 ha 
Villagers raise cattle and cow. 
There are 2,200 ha of land specifically used for national park. 
The government is trying to promote community-based tourism. 
 
There is no cross-border marriage with Laotian people. 
 
International labor migration is popular here, such as migrating to Laos, Japan and other 
countries (such as workers). 
 
DAM THI DAO 
Phuc Son commune office (9-11 a.m) 
- General information:  

+ Phuc Son shares around a six-km border land with Laos. It has 14,460 km2 in area 
(account for one-fourth of the whole district in area). Its population is 2,550,000 people; 
9,000 households. The agricultural activities includes growing tea leaves (300 hectares); 
fruit trees (20 hectares); raising livestock (buffalo, ox, chicken…). In terms of forestry, the 
commune has 2,200 hectares of special use forest that is part of Pu Mat National Park. Lam 
and Giang rivers flow across this territory.  
+ Advantages: This commune has remained its cultural identity so far. Its natural 
landscapes are very beautiful. Its economy is directed to develop tea leaves, rubbers, 
fishery and eco-tourism. 
+ Difficulties: The ethnic minority takes the main portion of its population with low-
educated level; Such a large area creates obstacles to manage resources (Ca Mac – a kind  
of fish; natural water) 

- Discussion: 

− 144 −



149 

 

+ Resources management (following governmental orientations and village regulations – or 
governmental and local laws in other words to preserve and develop raising Ca Mac on the 
rivers) 
+ Cross-border marriage: Not happen yet 
+ Ways of subsistence: labor export (270 people have a three-year contract working in 
Laos, Malaysia, Taiwan, Japan, Korea, and Western Europe. There were 50 people exported 
to foreign countries to work in 2018; Around 60-70 people go abroad working per year on 
average); working in textile factories (in Do Luong district, far away from this commune 30 
kms); tourism. Less and less young people want to do agriculture today. 
+ The main income of villagers comes from agriculture, services, construction, and 
production of alcohol (rice alcohol) 
+ Since 2000s, plating tea leaves has been specialized. Tea leave has been grown in large 
scale and harvested by special machines. The processing factory takes responsibility for 
buying tea leaves from households. Each house hold is subsidized from two to five million 
VND by the local government. 

 
RABI’AH AMINUDIN 
Xa Phuc Son (Sub-district/Commune) 
● Share 6 KM of border with Laos 
● Surface- 40,650 hectare which is ¼ of Anh Son District with 2657 households and 9000 

people 
● It has an agricultural based economy with 350ha of rice, 100ha corn and peanuts, 300ha for  

tea, 20ha fruit trees, while livestock (pig, chicken, buffalo, and cow) is at household level 
● The Commune has 2200ha for special use forest which is conserved as national park 
● It has two main rivers; Lam River and Xing River 
● The focus is to use for eco-tourism development-landscape, culture, and river 
● Implement community based tourism such as experience adventure 
● Veeu-household construct facilities to receive guests, and two facilities in the area that are 

ready to receive visitors including a dance group 
● Divide responsibility among different hamlets and engage all households in this 

eco-tourism initiatives 
● Great potential to develop as ethnic minority groups that have limited access to education 

now have the opportunity to join training programmes provided by the Commune to 
support them in creating their own products and services 

● The area also have special fish that is governed by communal agreement using customary 
law on how to utilize the species as it is very special 

● Challenges of the Commune: 1) Too large areas- however, it is supported by good extended 
arms of the system until the hamlet level, 2) Good information system of network by using 
women and youth union to let people know about policies and projects 

● Support to develop ecotourism- 1) more important to give awareness in the importance of 
eco-tourism, 2) hygienic condition meet the demand of visitors and guests, 3) financial aid 
after training, 4) using communal house for other purpose, 5) drinkable water from river 
therefore need to build small water plant and they are calling for investment to do that 

● Spoken language- Thai-Thanh (at the border), has 30-40 years system of brotherhood and 
sisterhood in the border area with Laos 

● Natural resources management-follow government’s rules but also customary law 
● Each hamlet would develop their own customary law and will be approved by Commune as 

long as it does not contradict with government’s law 
● Help to reduce cases using electric shock for fishery 
● This commune use water from a well, drilled well, and streams 

− 145 −



150 

 

● Livelihood for young people especially women and farmers- introduction of industrialized 
crops and encourage women to join textile industry but it is difficult due to their custom not 
to leave the family 

● Three factors that support eco-tourism: 1) landscape, culture. 2) organization/management 
(not yet), 3) awareness (not yet) 

● Health-Malaria used to be an issue but no longer. For poor household-they are covered 
100% by insurance, near poor- 30%, and children 0-6 years old-100% 

● For each hamlet, there is community clinic and on average three children per family which is 
above recommended national which is two children per family 

● System-Village head----> Commune 
● No local NGO or CSO 
● Average education level- 100% primary, middle school-97%, High school-80% (maybe) 

including technical school 
● Rice only for household consumption as only 5% of households sell as they produce 10 

tonnes of rice per season 
● Sell to milk cow farms, only 20 households can sell corn/maize in spring/ winter time 
● 200 households grow tea 
● Five pigs per household-shared for consumption 
● Only 15 households sell pigs 
● Moonshine alcohol, construction 
● Some households do trading only 
● Rent/loan rice fields to other people and many still combine 
● Small business households located along the road 
● Development of small business-Red River Delta open small businesses 
● In 2014, when they improve road conditions, more small shops were built 
● Two species of tea (L1 and L2). The companies will come and collect the tea. 
● Government provides subsidy not the company as it is under the government's programme 
● Ethnic minority start tea cultivation in 2014 
● 270 young men (18-27 years old) but only 60 stay home. The rest work in Laos, Malaysia, 

Taiwan, Japan, South Korea, Western European countries 
● Annually there are 50-60 people that will go abroad for work 
● In 2019, 47 young people attended universities but technical and vocational schools more 

than that 
 
DECHA TANGSEEFA 

1) Very famous village for ecotourism 
2) Working hour: till noon 
3) Basic information about the commune: 

a. Six kilometers from the border with Laos 
b. Area: 45,400 hectares: ¼ of the whole district 
c. 2,580 households; 9,000 persons: agriculture-based economy 
d. Agriculture: 

i. 300 hectares of rice field 
ii. 100 hectares of corn & peanut 
iii. 300 hectares of tea 
iv. 20 hectares of fruit trees 

e. Animal: buffalo, cow, fish, chicken  
f. 2,200 hectares of special use: only biodiversity, and special purpose, belonging 

to natural resource reserved (?) 
g. There were 2 rivers 
h. Focus: tourism,  

i. Based on the landscape, rivers, and culture 

− 146 −



151 

 

ii. Already implementing ecotourism, called ‘Experiencing Tourism”; 
constructing facilities in order to receive homestay. 

iii. Now:  
1. 2 facilities were ready to receive visitors,  
2. In small hamlets, there were dance group;  
3. The communes dividing duties among hamlets in order to 

maintain the well-being of the environment, e.g., river.  
4. Great potential, but weakness:  

a. ethnic minorities: low education, poverty. Hence, 
communes had organized training to support the ethnic 
peoples: 

i. to improve their product  
ii. also to protect nature: this area had special fish: 

tried to develop customary law: how to take care of 
the fish. 

4) Challenges in governing the area and how had they overcome? 
a. What kind of support they needed from the outside the most? 
b. How many people can speak Laotian?  
c. Answer:  

i. Challenges: too large area to take care, but security is OK because there 
was an “extended army” down to the hamlet level and a good information 
communication network, e.g., youth union 

ii. It was more important to raise the people’s awareness than to give them 
financial help – hence, training them how to do ecotourism: sanitary, 
receiving guest, facility setup 

iii. Drinking water: still coming from the river, but tourism needs treated 
water, hence looking for outside investment of setting up a water 
treatment facility.  

iv. Speak a language that is understandable by both sides of the state-
boundary: Tay-Thank vis-à-vis to ??? 

5) Natural Resources Management: customary law or government-imposed 
law/regulation? 

a. Fist, follow the government law/regulation 
b. At the same time, the management of river (water) sent to the hamlet: had 

been done under customary law, which had been submitted and approved by the 
village authority. Hence, customary law had been working well w/ the 
government law and regulation 

1. In this commune: had been using water from river, drilling wells 
about 28-30 meter deep. 

6) Questions regarding: 
a. Cross-border marriage: 
b. Most attractive conditions for ecotourism: how long can it last?  
c. Younger generation, esp. women 

i. The village authorities had been trying to: 
1. introduce fruit trees, to increase income,  
2. encourage young people, especially women, to work in textile 

company/ies (30 kilometers away), but ethnic people had not 
wanted to to go there. None had gone there.  

d. 3 factors supporting tourism (no. 2 and 3 were not yet ready): 
i. Landscape, culture 
ii. Management organization of tourism 
iii. Awareness, esp. hygiene condition 

7) Healthcare:  
a. Most serious 
b. Reproductive healthcare: 

i. The very young children: 0-6 years old 
c. Used to have malaria, now no longer 
d. Health insurance:  

i. 0-6 years: 100% insurance by the government 
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ii. Clinic system: one staff 
e. African swine fever: to be concerned 
f. Reproductive health: 

i. birthrate 0.5% 
ii. One person: 3 children 

g. Infant mortality rate: almost zero 
h. During pregnancy for mother: checked by the state 
i. In the city: 3,000,000 VN Dong from the government for mother after delivery 
j. In the rural are: if the mother stopped at 2 children, they would receive 

2,000,000 Dong 
8) Role of civil society: No NGOs. 
9) Education; 

a. Kindergarten: 100%: 0-6 years 
b. Primary: 97%: 6-9 years 
c. No high school in this village 

10) Agriculture: rice, corn, and ?: 3 most important crops: 
a. Here: rice growing for household consumption  

i. Whoever could produce more than 10 times (of what?), would sell 
1. Corn: grew in every household, about 20% of those who grew 

sold them 
2. How many pigs/household by average 

a. 5 pigs/household 
b. 15 households could sell 

11) Questions:  
a. 10-20 years old: how may went to school? Where? 

i. High school: about 80% (?) 
ii. Vocational training institute: about 20% 

b. Breakdown of figure of source of income 
i. Source of income: yes, there was this record, but unsure whether we 

could have it (it might be considered confidential?) 
12) Tea: 

a. Company would come to buy 
b. 5 million/household: subsidy by the government 
c. Ethnic people started in 2014 

13) Young people labor force: what they would do here? If not, where would they go? 
a. Because of the mechanization of agriculture: young didn’t do agriculture 
b. 18-27 years old: 670 young men: only 60 of them stayed home, not all of them 

did agriculture 
c. 270 people: working abroad: Asia, Europe (going to Laos, no record, because it’s 

like going w/ brothers) 
d. Each year: 50-60 people going abroad 

i. Starting in 1981, these people would stay abroad for about 3-5 years, if 
they had money they could afford another term of going abroad. There 
had been people going for the second term, but for the 3rd term, not yet.  

ii. No statistics: of young people going to other cities, most young people 
had stayed in those cities, only a few coming back.  

iii. 2019: 47 young men studied in colleges/universities, but the number 
of ??? was more than that.  

 

CHATUBHOOM BHOOMIBOONCHOO 
Later, we went to the town hall of Phúc Sơn commune. After the officers welcome us, they explain 
the basic information about Phúc Sơn commune. There, I got topic for present on 13th Nov 2019.  
It is about the recognition of customary law to protect fish in Phúc Sơn commune. They told that 
it work well and the process consist of three stages. 
Firstly, the local people submit local customary law to the commune. 
Secondly, the commune considers (whether the customary contradict with government policies 
and laws?) and approves the local customary law to implement in the local area. 
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Thirdly, local people implement customary law to prevent illegal fishery. 1 
 
This story recalled me about my work relating to common pools resource: CPR theory of Elinor 
Ostorm and other CPR scholars. The most well-known principles of Ostrom consist of 8 principles 
as follows. 
 
1. Clearly define boundaries. 
2. Congruence between appropriation and provision rules and local conditions. 
3. Collective choices arrangement. 
4. Monitoring. 
5. Graduated sanctions. 
6. Conflict resolution mechanism 
7. Minimal recognition of rights to organize. 
8. Nested enterprises2 
 
Actually, the work of Ostorm is not a theory. She called them as 8 principles to manage common 
pool natural resource sustainably. She found that all successful system to manage natural 
resource sustainably has these characters. She further emphasized that these principles are not 
theory because it did not mean all people who try to follow these principles will definitely succeed. 
On the other hand, she found from her empirical evidences that some system to govern common 
pool resources were fail, although it had characters of 8 principles 
 

8 principles of Ostrom Fishery management of 
Phúc Sơn  

 Clearly define boundaries  

Congruence between appropriation and provision 
rules local  conditions 

 

Collective choices arrangement.  

Monitoring  

Graduated sanctions. Not clear data 

Conflict resolution mechanism  

Minimal recognition of rights to organize.  

 Nested enterprises  

 
Actually, I do not know much about the customary fishery management at Phúc Sơn commune 
because, the officers had only short period to explain about it. I assume from what I understood 
that the village which successfully applies customary fishery management that has many 
characters of 8 principles of Ostrom.  In the first place, I believe that the village can define 
boundaries clearly because each commune in Vietnam has a clear boundary and jurisdiction. 
Therefore, it can be said that the village can define the clear boundary. Secondly, I also believe 
that congruence between appropriation and provision rules and local conditions. This is because 
it is the customary law and has been created by local people. Then, the rules must compatible 
with physical conditions of local area. Furthermore, the rules should provide benefit and duties 

                                                                  
1 Later, my friend, an anthropologist and understand Vietnamese language, told me that she could not meet the 
customary law to govern fishery in Anh Sơn after she interview the local people. I am not sure about the fact in Anh 
Sơn too. 
2 Ostrom, Elinor, Governing the commons: The evolution of institutions for collective action (Cambridge university 
press, 1990) 

− 149 −



154 

 

for each resource user clearly. Thirdly, the collective choices arrangement means the rules can 
be adjusted by local people for their own benefit.  Hence, it has no doubt that the customary law 
relating to fishery management at Phúc Sơn commune is compatible with the third rule because 
rule has been created by local people. It, then, should be allowed local people to amend it. 
Fourthly, the issue about monitoring, it should have an effective monitor system because officers 
told us that the customary law can regulate the fishery effectively. However, I cannot comment 
about the congruence between fifth rule of Ostrom and the rule of Village because I have no 
sufficient data. In term of the sixth rule, it can be said that the local people are keen with the 
implement of the customary law. Then, they can access to justice easily. Seventhly, the local 
customary laws are recognized by the commune administration. Then, it means that customary 
rights of local people to use and manage natural resource are recognized by the Vietnamese 
government. Last but not least, the regime to use customary law in local area is connected with 
the external regime to govern natural resource because it has been recognized by commune. 
Hence, it has no doubt why the traditional fishery management of Phúc Sơn might be the 
successful regime.    
 
As mentioned earlier, the government has a policy to support eco-tourism in Nghe-An province 
and all villages in Anh Sơn district tries to follow the plan of government.  This made me worry 
about the over exploitation of natural resource, in particular, the water resource.  This is because 
the villagers in border area of Anh Sơn told me that they always face the water shortage problem 
(see further detail below).  
 
Therefore, I thought that the effective way to manage fishery sustainably at Phúc Sơn can be a 
good lesson for the villagers at border area of Anh Sơn to manage water sustainably.  Actually, 
it is one kind of the community-based water resource management or community-based natural 
resource management. 
 
Actually, I did not sure about information in relation to water in each local areas which local 
people prefer to run eco-tourism business (home stay), however, I argue that 8 principles of 
Ostrom still a good starting point to manage water sustainably.   
 
To obtain sustainable water management, I propose that local people at the frontier village 
should do as follows. 
 

8 principles of 
Ostrom 

Fishery 
management of 
Phúc Sơn

Lesson learned to water management 
for sustainable ecotourism 

 Clearly define 
boundaries 

 

Congruence between 
appropriation and 
provision rules local  
conditions 

 Survey Physical data of water resource to 
know the limitation of water before using 

Collective choices 
arrangement. 

 Participatory rules creation and 
adjustment process/ community planning 

Monitoring  Monitoring effectively

Graduated sanctions. Not clear data Fine & sanction should be a graduated 
sanction 

Conflict resolution 
mechanism 

 Clear and easy to access dispute  
settlement mechanism  
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Minimal recognition of 
rights to organize. 

 Water management rules needs to be 
recognized by local government/ 
commune

 Nested enterprises  Co-management agreement with other 
community 

 
1. Villagers and state officers of the commune should work together to define the clear boundary 
of water resource, governed by each local village.  
 
2. Each village should try to follow, is to know the water supply capacity in each area and try 
not to over exploit it, particularly, when the area is filled with the huge number of tourists. This 
might prevent the water conflict between agriculture sectors a tourism sector too. I think that 
the most important character that support the sustainable water management. 
 
3. To manage water for agriculture sector and tourism sector sustainably, local people in each 
area should cooperate to create water utilization plan, water utilization rules. Furthermore, water 
utilization rules need to be flexible and can be adjusted to fit with local conditions such as the 
number of population, the weather/ climate change, the volume of water supply in each season. 
 
4. The monitoring system should be carry on by local people for their own benefits, especially, 
the people in the lower riparian area or the people who face water shortage should be elected 
or selected to be the water guard to monitor water utilization of each person in such area. 
 
5. The sanction for the water utilization rules violator should be provided gradually and 
compatible with the offence that such violator did.     
 
6. The water conflict between each water users or between each community should be settled 
promptly and easily in commune administrative level. 
 
7. The rights to use water and manage water according to the local social contract/ local 
tradition/ water agreement need to be recognized by government. 
 
8. The regime to utilize water need to be connected with the external water management regime 
of Vietnam.  
 
Although, it is not easy to create new regime to govern water management in local area of 
Vietnam, I, at least, observed the opportunities at local areas in Vietnam to follow this plan as 
mentioned above. Three characters in local area that I saw in each village consist of; 
 
1) the clearly defined boundary of natural resource; 2) the legal recognition  of local rules to 
govern natural resource by commune  administration system; and 3) the strong culture to help 
each other and participate in the public work by local people (Doi Cong). These can be the 
strength and opportunities for Vietnam government to run this plan.  
 
Furthermore, I observed from the field trip in Vietnam that Vietnam has a strong local 
administration system via commune administrative system. Then, Vietnam can use commune to 
approve local tradition to use water or local rules to utilize water that local people draft with the 
technical support from government.     
 
However, one concerning point is the blue print thinking. Blue print thinking is the word that 
Ostrom used.3  She intended to mean the over simplify natural resource problems and try to 
solve any problems with the similar solution as a panacea. In my opinion, I think that trying to 
promote eco-tourism industry in all local areas of Nghe-An might be one kind of blue print 
thinking as well.  This might lead to the oversupply situation and the overexploitation of the 
natural resource in the area which has a lot of tourists.  

                                                                  
3 Ostrom, Elinor, 'Design Principles and Threats to Sustainable Organizations that Manage Commons [Workshop in 
Political Theory and Policy Analysis]' (1999) Indiana University, Indiana 

− 151 −



156 

 

References 
Ostrom, Elinor, 'Design Principles and Threats to Sustainable Organizations that Manage 
Commons [Workshop in Political Theory and Policy Analysis]' (1999) Indiana University, Indiana  
 
Ostrom, Elinor, Governing the commons: The evolution of institutions for collective action 
(Cambridge university press, 1990) 
Walljasper, Jay, Elinor Ostrom's 8 Principles for Managing A Commmons 2011 
https://www.onthecommons.org/magazine/elinor-ostroms-8-principles-managing-commmons 

 

Household Survey 
 

Group 1: Dam Thi Dao, Aryasatyani Dhyani, Rabi'ah Aminudin, Yanagisawa Masayuki,  
Kobayashi Atsushi 

Group 2: Dinh Le Na, Muhammad Bahrul Ulum, Unang Mulkhan,  
Chatubhoom Bhoomiboonchoo, Hua Xiaobo, Nguyen Thi Vinh 

Group 3: Marvin Lagonera, Visakha Phusamruat, Decha Tangseefa, Adachi Mari,  
Ha Thi Thu Hue 

Group 4: Le Binh Minh, Danesto Anacio, Yamazaki Wataru, Ogawa Mariko, Nghiem Phuong Tuyen 
 
 
Group 1 
 
DAM THI DAO 
In Cao Veu village, we visited three households and interviewed two householders accordingly. 
 
- Firstly, we met a Thai ethnic. She was born in 1957. Her family lacks agrarian land to cultivate 

and has a low income. The household takes 360m2 to grow maize, 720ms to plant sugar 
cane, and has 500ms of land-tenure. She used to weave to make traditional products of Thai 
people. Those products, however, are quite expensive and old-fashioned. Then she stopped 
weaving and she was also the last person in the village who gave up this handicraft.  

 
- Secondly, we interviewed another villager. She has two children, one boy and one girl. The 

girl got married and lives in Con Cuong district. The boy migrated to urban area to make 
living and keeps staying there. Her family has 1000m2 of rice land and 5000m2 of maize land. 
Nevertheless, each season she only gets 400kgs rice. That’s why this household is classified 
as poor. 

 
RABI’AH AMINUDIN 
Interview 1 
● Five people are living in the house (Daughter and son-in-law with 2 grandchildren) 
● Lived there more than 30 years since 1982 
● Agriculture as main sustenance of livelihood (maize, rice, and livestock) 
● Have around 1500sq metres per person (small piece of land) which they inherited from their 

parents as a wedding gift in which around 360sq2 for maize and 720sq2 for sugarcane 
● For those born before 1982, the government distributed land to them. However, because the  

land is near the river, no more areas to be given and distributed 
● Number two Hamlet, Tonghill Hai has 80% of the population with 91% of households. 20%  

are Vietnamese and 80% are Thai people. 
● It is only 30KM away from Laos and have friendship activities at the border. 
● In terms of access to education, a pair of their children went to boarding school and three in  

public high schools and one in school for ethnic minority. 
● Although she is a weaver, she stopped weaving because it is not profitable as the villagers  

now only wear traditional clothes during special events 
● However, she has new hope now as local government revitalise traditional handicraft industry  

and she was chosen as artisan for the village 
● Before 1993, all households do weaving as when their daughters get married, they will have  

to weave their own products to bring to the other families 
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● She is currently the last person who have the knowledge to weave and in the village, the  
weaving club lack of money and funding to develop the skills 

● They also do not have knowledge on how to market their products 
● In terms of eco-tourism, they rely on the rivers as attraction for swimming in summer 
● As for their agricultural produce, the rice and maize is only enough for family consumption  

and sugarcane is their main source of income 
● Their income also heavily dependent on harvesting season and they produce 8 tonnes of  

sugarcane per year 
● They are paid around 670,000 VND per tonne and expect to reach 4,000,000 VND annually  

but it is not fixed and dependent on many factors such as weather and market. 
● The main labour force have to go abroad to earn income and sometimes they practiced barter 

system by exchanging their resources due to lack of human labour to work on their 
agricultural lands. 

● In terms of waste management, they are dependent on government subsidy and also they  
signed commitment to protect the environment. 

● They work from 7-11am and 2-5pm every day. 
● When asked about improvement after the introduction of Doi Moi, she mentioned that there  

is no significant changes as things remain the same for her 
● In terms of the introduction of sugarcane as a cash crop, it was quite recent in 2016 with the  

establishment of sugar factory in the area 
● The sugar company gave sugarcane seed, fertilizer and paid a high price for the first crop 

(900,000 VND per tonne). However, the payments keep going down since then and the 
farmers do not have other choices as there is only one sugar factory available. 

● The land in the area also is not suitable for tea plantation and because of that the government  
introduced sugarcane as an alternative. However, it is still heavily dependent on the market 
conditions. 

 
Interview 2 
● The informant has two children (one boy and one girl) which the girl lives in Kunkuang District  

with her family. The son is working in the south, Bingzhe province near Saigon. Therefore, 
she only lives with her husband and do agricultural activities. 

● Dependent on agricultural produce (rice and maize) 
● Her household is categorized as poor household by government standard as she had 1000sq2  

for rice and 500sq2 for maize. 
● Her land only produces 200kg of rice per season and 400 kg for all season which is not enough  

to be commercialised 
● She faces issues such as lack of water and investment to improve the quality of her crops 
● The land was inherited from her parents-in-law who belongs to the same ethnic groups 
● She also weaves for her own consumption such as dresses to be worn in special occassion 
● She has started to grow fruit trees but the village is a bit isolated from the central and  

therefore, it is difficult for her to enhance and update her knowledge 
● She is also not too active and only go to the market three times a month 
● Her daughter is also involved in agricultural activities as she cultivates rice and orange in  

Kumkuang while her son-in-law is working in factories and labour for hire for other families 
● Her children finished up until middle school as school is expensive and the parents could not  

support the education 
● Her income is used to buy food and healthcare and if she has extra income, she would buy  

better medicine 
● Currently she has two cows and there are veterinarians that come periodically to check on  

the livestock 
● She receives subsidy for example in electricity bill as part of government assistance 
● She is also part of dancing group in which local government would invite them to perform on  

special occasions such as performance at the Commune Centre and festival and meetings. 
She volunteered to join the club to preserve their heritage dance and culture 

● She learns to dance in school and she is bilingual in Thai and Vietnamese 
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Group 2 
 
HUA XIAOBO 
Household survey (start from 14:00 pm) 
(Household) HH1 
Female, 53-year-old 
Three children: One daughter and two sons 
Daughter: Born in 1990, now working in Taiwan as elder caring. She just came there for several 
months. 
The youngest son: still study at school 
Her husband passed away nine years ago. 
For their livelihood, agriculture and livestock (chicken) are main income sources. 
 
For cropping pattern, this household has two land plots. Each plot is 500 m2, which is used for 
rice and maize, respectively (one season crop). In addition, this household has planted industry 
trees (acacia tree?) in 2 ha of uplands since 2014.  
 
For water resource, this household uses well water. Irrigation system is available but not enough. 
 
Starting from this year, this household changes crop from maize to sugarcane, which seems to 
be contact farming with district-level sugar refinery.  
 
This household is supported by the government. They can get chicken and cow from government 
rather than money.  
The government evaluates whether one household belongs to “poor household” every year by 
using the standard of “120,000 VND per month”. 
 
The house of this household was built in 2013. The money used for this house was borrowed 
from neighbors and friends and by selling livestock. 
 
The interviewee’s daughter got the information about working abroad in Hanoi. She did not finish 
her second school. She was introduced by 
her friend and she should work in Taiwan for 
two and half years. If so, she can come back. 
(This information implies the very strict 
contract about duration between the agency 
and participants.)  
In order to support her daughter to work 
abroad, she borrowed 116,000,000 VND.  
 
For the contract farming, there is a bulletin 
board in the village. The village head puts the 
information about company and its plan for 
farming on it. 
 
HH2 
Female, 53-year-old 
Three children: one son and two daughters 
For livelihood, this household depends on agriculture. They cultivate rice in 1,000 m2 (500 m2 
for each) of farmland and sugarcane in 2,000 m2 of farmland this year. 
They can harvest 10-14 ton. For unit price, it is 610,000 VND per ton.  
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Totally, they can get 5,000,000 VND for sugarcane after deducting the cost, which is about 
690,000 VND. (contract farming) 
 
Next year, this household plans to change the crops from sugarcane to tea. For tea cultivation, 
it is similar with sugarcane that the tea company (State Company) outside the village already 
contacted them.  
Previously, the households in this and neighboring villages once cultivated tea, so they have 
experience and skills.  
 
For water usage in agriculture, it is not enough. 
 
She said now villagers here rely on the agency 
and market very much, otherwise, it is difficult for 
them to decide which crop could be cultivated. 
 
For the division of labor, they practice exchange 
labor much.  
 
During August to October, they collect NTFPs.  
 
It is very hard to have saving. 
 
DINH LE NA 
HH1 
-  53 years old 
-  Get married 2013 
-  Live with 4 grandchildren  
-  Farmer 
-  Children: 

・ Son and daughter – in – law: 1992, work in Binh Duong, worker 
・ Daughter: 1990, work in Taiwan from early 2019, elder taking care 

- Income: 
・ Agriculture (1 season) 
・ Support: from daughter for 2 two grandchildren 
・ Poor household: no longer support because of not belong to poor household list 

- Properties: 
・ Rice field: 1000 m2,  
・ Maize field: around garden,  
・ Acacia: 2.2 hectares  

- Expense:  
・ Education fee: down 70% due to ethnic group, 30% from this and that (like: “sell a  

chicken” (100K)) 
・ Daily expense: 225000 VND for children a month, 60000VND/day   
・ Market: once a week, in Anh Sơn (for food, clothes) 

- Loan: bank, money broker, local women union. 
- Communities activities: village sing and dance club, volley ball club 
- Water supply:  

・ Drinking water: well 
・ Rice field: rain water, irrigation is not enough in summer  

- Forestry land: villagers were distributed the land for acacia planting. Ms Thiet are waiting  
for land ownership paper. She doesn’t take land because she still has to pay a loan in  
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bank. Her daughter lent a loan for going to Taiwan for working. 
-  Local travel plan: her awareness: 

・ Just have a meeting 
・ Call to go to Gong club to play 
・ “has too many children so I must consider to join” 

 
HH2 
- 53 years old 
- Live with: grandmother, aunt, a daughter (waiting for married), a grand child (live in day 

only) 
- Family member: (add) a daughter 1989, a son 1990, a daughter 2002.    
- Farmer 
- Agriculture land: Rice field 1250 m2, Sugarcane 2000 m2 

- Income:  
・ Sugarcane: 13-14 Ton/year, 690000 VND/kg -> income: 5000000 – 6000000  

VND/year. 
・ Rice: for family only, 1 season/year (because of dry season, lack of water) 

- Demand: want to transform from sugarcane to tea, but not yet find suitable project or  
company. Plan: 10 mil VND for invest and 30-40 mil VND income. She never plan tea  
before, not sure about fee. 

- Water supply:  
・ Drinking water: well, not use rain water. 10 household/a well. 
・ Rice field: rain water, irrigation is not enough in summer  
・ Stream water: through pipe 

- Local travel plan: her awareness: 
・ Just have a meeting, 2 months ago 
・ Call to go to Gong club to play 

- Answer the question about customary law:  
・ Not get married to early 
・ Not organize the wedding in many days 
(Le Na: not customary law but a local government official regulation) 
 

CHATUBHOOM BHOOMIBOONCHOO 
At the afternoon of the same day, I have a chance to interview 2 interviewees. Both interviewees 
are the Dai ethnic people and they are the farmers. Both of them indicate the water shortage 
problem for agriculture sector, the migration of teenage labour to big city and the price of the 
agriculture production. However, I checked the price of the sugar cane in Thailand and compare 
with the price of sugar cane in Vietnam. I found that the price of sugar crane in Vietnam is more 
expensive than the price in Thailand. I assume that the price that the interviewee told me is the 
subsidy price by the government. Furthermore, I found from the interviewees that local people 
are not keen with market economy. They grew only the crops that are promoted by government 
owned agricultural company without concern about the demands of market. After that I found 
the similar problem of Thailand’s farmers and Vietnam’s farmers. It is the bad financial literacy. 
Both of them do not know the financial planning and making family ledger. However, Vietnamese 
farmers are better than Thailand’s farmers because Vietnamese farmers still have their own 
lands.   
 
Group 3 
 
DECHA TANGSEEFA 
Nov. 11, 2019 (2:07 P.M.): 
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Interviewing An Aunty 
1) The girls’ name is: xxx, 7 months 
2) We interviewed Buck (?) (meaning aunty or uncle): 54 years (her husband also 54 years) 
3) How many people in the family: 6 including the baby 

a. Her husband: construction worker, in the commune, near our hotel  
b. Son: migrant worker in Taiwan  
c. 2nd son: studied in a vocational school in xxx district 
d. Daughter-in-law (ZZZ) and the girl-baby living with her: hence, there are only 

three persons in this house.  
e. Her husband came home about every 1.5 month. 
f. Ages:   

i. 1st son: born 1996: 23 (married to ZZZ who was 17 years)4 
ii. 2nd son: 19 years 

g. Because her family didn’t have enough money, the 2nd son had not gone to a 
university but had studied at a vocational school for 2 year.  

h. Aunty: born in this village; her husband also born here. 
i. Only the daughter-in-law was from another village. 

4) Compared between when the aunty was young and now: 
a. Population in this area had changed a lot: increasing so fast:  

i. from about 20 households to about 70 households 
ii. People from outside had migrated here to stay. 

b. What had attracted them to move in here?: 
i. Many people had come from Kongkang (?) because in Kongkang had been 

difficult to do agriculture and to have good livelihood (to travel to Kongkang, 
it takes about 2 hours by river). 

c. According to her, in Anh Son: some people had come to do logging, had married 
with local women and had stayed here. Hence, many people stayed here. 

5) Regarding the “Red Book”: land deed  
a. “New arrivals”: had they finally and legally owned land here?: Almost all families 

had “red books.” 
b. For what purpose did they one use the “red book”?: For marriage, getting loan 

from a bank. 
6) How had people in this community known about working opportunities in Taiwan?  

a. One company from Tai Hua (?) province came here and organized workshops on 
how to go to Taiwan? 

i. The company would provide a loan to an applicant amount 2,000$ (with 
an interest of 11%/year) and the successful applicant would have to pay 
7,000$ -- by borrowing from a bank – including ticket and training.  

ii. She said that at the beginning, her family didn’t notice the 11% interest, 
while the bank interest was only 6-7%. 

iii. The contract was for 3 years.  
iv. To pay money back to the company, her son had paid through a bank in 

Taiwan, by depositing the money directly to the company – he had been 
there for just 5 months. 

v. During the last 5 months, her son had sent around 500 US$ to pay for loan 
at a bank – only one time during the whole 5 months. 

vi. Workshop: Within the last 3 years, there had been 3-4 workshops already 
in this hamlet: 

1. There had been  
a. 3 men gone to Taiwan to work in a factory 
b. 1 woman: domestic house work 

7) In 2019: If one were to move to live in this hamlet, can that person (a Vietnamese) get 
a “red book”: Yes. 

8) Her husband could speak Thai(?) an Laotian. He had watched Thai movies a lot.  
9) Her own hobby: singing, dancing:  

                                                                  
4 According to the law, the daughter-in-law was too young to be legally married and to have a marriage certificate. 
Hence, she had stayed together with the aunty without any marriage certificate. In order to have a marriage 
certificate, a man had to be at least 20 years old and a woman had to be at least 18. In this case, the 7-month girl 
could not have her father’s family name; she, instead, had been using her mother’s family name.  
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a. how often, once/year: March 8 
10)  This house: a part of ecotourism? 

a. Some families also did business as part of ecotourism, but not hers because: not 
enough money to set up facilities, e.g., setting up a restaurant to cook medicinal 
food. 

11)  She was a Tai ethnic “minority: “Tay-Thank” (outsider called them “Thai”) 
a. Did they have their own traditional dance, which was different from Vietnamese 

traditional dance?: Yes. 
b. When she was young, she joins youth union and she learnt from other people. 

12)  Her area was located in the “buffer zone” near a national park 
a. In the “buffer zone,” one could own land 
b. There were about 70 households in the “buffer zone” 

i. Now the community was building a fence to block elephants from 
entering the village  

ii. Ethnic compositions in the buffer zone: 
1. 5 groups:  

a. Tay-thank 
b. Her mong (?) 
c. Dan lai (?) 
d. Ker Mu (?) 
e. Toh (?) 

13)  When was the best time in her life, what happened?  
a. When she gave birth to her first son; it was after marrying for 13 years. She was 

30 years old.  
14)  Her husband had 9 siblings, so she had to help support the husband’s family.  

a. She herself had 6 siblings, one had died . 
15)  The worst time in her life? 

a. First time:  
i. After she got married, her husband had to go to Laos and there had been 

a rumor that her husband had gotten sick and so she had become 
worried.  

ii. During that time, many people had gone to Laos. As for her husband, 
having been married for 5-6 years, he went to Laos (because he had 
relatives therein) had worked in a construction site for 5 months.  

b. Second time: 
i. About 3-4 years ago, her first son had a motorbike accident, and she 

thought that he had died already. But a kind person took him to a 
hospital and he was finally OK. 

ii. She also told us about another incident: Another time, a ceiling fan 
dropped on her first son’s head, and since then, whenever there was a 
loud voice, he would feel headache. His eyes had since not been the 
same. It happened during his high school time. Now, he had since been 
wearing glasses.  

16)  When she needed help, who would be the one that she had turned to?  
a. First, her relatives on her side, who lived in the same area; and she had many 

relatives. 
b. How about for financial support: 

i. From her relatives, too, unless, it’s a big amount, which she would go to 
a bank.  

c. Her every day’s condition, she maintained that it would be the same, i.e., she 
would turn to her relatives 

17)  Her alternative earnings:  
a. In the past, making the Vietnamese-style woven skirt.  
b. Now: No. 

18)  After being asked whether the young nowadays had been woven such kind of skit, she 
told us:  

a. The younger generation did other kinds of job and earned more money. For 
instance, working outside the village for a company, in a restaurant, or as a 
housemaid would enable them to earn about 5 million VN Dong/month.  
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b. Whereas the older generation: it would take them about 10 days for the whole 
process of producing the skirt – including weaving, dyeing etc. – if they had only 
the spare time to work. Otherwise, if a weaver could focus fully on it, it would 
take about 7 days. And a weaver would get about 500,000 VN Dong for a good 
quality one.  

19)  Now, people didn’t do anything by themselves anymore. They could buy pieces of 
cloths and put them together. 

a. Asked where her loom was, she said that it had been loaned to her relative’s 
house. Other people offered to pay for the piece that she was wearing for 
300,000 VN Dong, but she had chosen to keep it. All her product is hand-made.  

b. She continued: the younger generation didn’t know how to weave that kind of 
skirt because when they were smaller, they had just studied in school; and they 
wanted to get out of the hamlet once they grew up.  

20)  We asked about other expenses: 
a. She said: If her families needed anything, they just bought it. She said that after 

selling some buffaloes or cows, they had had some saving.  
b. We continued: what had been her family’s biggest expenses? 

i. Her family had the a plot of land on a mountain nearby and had planted 
some trees up there, i.e., cham (?), kaew (?).  Sometimes, they had had 
to hire workers, for about 870,000 VN Dong/day 

ii. Almost everybody had, as was translated, “the forest”; and they had 
received lands from the state and, in her case, she continued to own it.  

iii. Asked how much she had gotten from the piece of land, she answered 
that her family just started planning the trees about 3 years ago; and it 
would take about 5 years until she could cut them. Hence, she had not 
received anything yet.  

21)  Asked about her religion: 
a. She said she had none. If my memory served me right, she mentioned that in 

her legal documented, it is stated: “no religion”.  
b. She paid respect to her ancestors.  
c. Asked which ones had she respected the most: the ones on her side or the 

others on her husband’s side, she said: For Vietnam’s women, they had to 
respect both sides as well as Uncle Ho.  

22)  I asked if Uncle Ho had been sitting with us and he could grant anything she wanted, 
what would she asked from him? 

a. She said: she only wished for good health, good luck and did not want to 
encounter any unlucky situations.  

i. Then we asked and she continued her story that she had gone to a 
hospital two times for operations and both times she had to spend almost 
all of her saving.  

ii. Though she had health insurance, it covered only about 50% and she had 
had to pay for the rest.  

iii. She let us know that she had not been categorized as “extremely poor” 
(by the government?). Otherwise, she would have been supported by 
other organizations, including being eligible for some kind of loan.  

iv. Asked about her health, she told us that, it had not been so well. She had 
had headache, high blood pressure; and it had been difficult to breathe. 
Sometimes, she had had chest pain, too. Hence, she had not been able to 
go to work in the forest but had just been staying home and helping to 
take care of her grandchild.  

 
ADACHI MARI 
Decha, Adachi, Marvin, Visakha and Dao visited one of the houses. The widow is living with her 
daughter in law and 7 moth old grandchild baby. Legally speaking, the daughter in law is 17 
years old and not married yet. The son is working in Taiwan as oversea worker and will not come 
back for 3 years. It is the broker lends the travel expenses of the son with high interest and 
margin; they are suffering to pay the lent back. Moreover, the widow and daughter in law is 
different ethnic, they couldn’t have enough communication each other. The small family of widow, 

− 159 −



164 

 

17 years old girl and the baby seems vulnerable and fragile in terms of living. This family is 
suffering with the complex issues of poverty in both local and global context. 
 
VISAKHA PHUSAMRUAT 
Informant No. 3  
Ethnicity: Tai 
 
Family member 
5 members in total 
Husband – construction worker in another commune 
Son – labor export in Taiwan, married, back home every 9 month  
Son – didn’t go to university, do vocational work in Dao Long District 
A daughter in law from gough gong, underage marriage, so baby cannot get husband family 
name. 
 
History & Connection with the Area 
Herself and husband were born in this area. 
Before then, 20 household, now more people from the outside move in and make up of 70 
households. 
Most migrated from Kon gham village, the area is hard for doing agriculture. 
[Move-in Pattern] Work in Forest plantation (logging) industry/ soldier and get married with lady 
from her village and then move in. 
Land Document: House red book. What’s for? Deposit with the bank and borrow money for her 
son to go to Taiwan. 
 
Process of Working abroad  
The agency holds a workshop: how to do labor export? 
Total amount of money needed = $9000 
The workshop supports by letting the worker borrow $2000 to go abroad. (Interest rate = 11% 
per year approx. --- considered very high compared to 6-7% from local bank) 
The remaining $7000 – find on their own – looking for someone to borrow. 
3-year contract with agency to work abroad 
Money earned will deposit with bank in Taiwan, deducted for company’s profit, save $500 in 5 
months. 
 [Note: not sure about the $ currency – US or Taipei] 
Money had been sent to family 3-4 times within 3 years’ period. 
As of now, 4 men in this neighborhood has been working in factory. 1 lady does housework.  
 
Land 
Get red book when buying the land 
Location of land: in buffer zone, allowed, legally acquired (not in the key and restricted area 
adjacent to the forest) 
 
Her Hobbies 
Singing and dancing 
Big event for dancing on Nov 18 every year 
International women day in March 
 
Ecotourism 
River is for everyone to take a bath 
Asking if she would like to join the district plan to welcome tourist  
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Herself: no investment for facility. If she had money, she would open a small restaurant, show 
cooking and dance. 
 
Dress, Clothes, Identity 
Youth union will teach each other to learn how to make clothes. Also they can learn from TV. 
Language: tay, Tai-tung, Tai-tang (different from Thai) 
Costume: wearing headpiece, playing fiddle. (headpiece unique to each tribe) 
How to tell the difference between Tai Tang and other ethnicities? – 5 of them in the area: 
Hermong, Tho, Danlai (her daughter-in-law – today not many of Danlai seen, many go to [merge 
with*] Tai Tang), Kurmuh 
Food is not clearly different. Some (not sure which) used fish to worship ancestor in new year, 
anything made with fish sticky rice from green bean. 
Dancing is clearly different. 
Clothes pattern for the bottom is clearly different. 
Normally space on the left side of the house is for worship ancestor. This house locates the 
ancestor altar on the right because it is quiet space and not many people pass the zone. Only 
inner circle family, old members, owner of the house are allowed to go to the altar. (her 
daughter-in-law not yet allowed) 
Space in the middle of the house is for the symbol of King’s people, communist people. 
Wall – photos of modern wedding pictures and traditional clothes. 
Daughter in law – very shy (we were told). 
 
Life event 
Best time of her life - most happy time is the 13th year after marriage, her son was born. (she 
got married at 18 – legally approved) 
Bug events/ worst time – 1. after giving birth to her first son, husband left for work in lao, and 
there was a rumor that he got into serious illness. 2. 3-4 years ago, a second son got into 
motorbike accident and need to be hospitalized at the hospital district.  
 
Dependence/ support – who will you think of/ or go for when asking for help? 
Emotional support – relatives on her family side that live in this area 
Financial support – relatives to her family side unless borrowing the large amount of money, she 
will go to banks. 
Handicraft – now people no longer make it anymore. But long time ago she weaved herself the 
dress she wore. Now only craft for the baby. 
In her generation, a few does. Earn 10,000 Dollar – 10 days (do in a free time), 1 week for full 
time work. 
1 month can make 1 dress. 
Other jobs outside village, i.e. companies, restaurants, housework in cities, 5 Million VD. 
 
Additional source of income – most spending on medicine/ rice 
- Sell buffalos/cows 
- Hire workers to plant in the forest, land in the mountain - forest, plant kaew and charm to cut 

for woods. She received land from the state officer, forest company. 
Hiring cost per person  17,000 per person (8.5 USD), the plant takes 3 years - 5 years to be 
ready for collecting for woods.  
She cannot work at the forest anymore. 

 
Religion/ Spiritual belief 
No religion as per the document record 
Any belief/ paying respect to? Ancestors from both sides of family, and Uncle Ho chi minh 
What would you ask from Uncle Ho? Healthy, Lucky, not risky things. 
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Health treatment/ Insurance 
2 times undergone Operation at the hospital cost all money she had. 
House insurance - 30% coverage 
She doesn’t have registered book, only eligible for the poor people. 
 
Group 4 
 
YAMAZAKI WATARU 
First farmer. Has four children, and three are married and live with the youngest boy. The eldest 
daughter is a female doctor. Home furnishings seem rich. She has 6 hectares of forest. She loves 
dogs, so she has eight dogs. She keeps five pigs in a hut next to her home. Previously, about 
15 were raised. In September or October this year (2019), an African swine fever (ASF) outbreak 
occurred in a settlement. Pigs died in a few farms in the village, but she sold her pigs before the 
outbreak of ASF, so there was no damage. She thinks the use of a chicken disinfection spray 
prevented ASF invasion. If pigs die of ASF infection, the government will compensate 250,000 
VND per 100 kg of pigs. There is also compensation from the commune to the farmers. 
 
Question 1 (Yamazaki): If pigs die of ASF infection, how do farmers reintroduce the pig in their 
farm? 
Answer (female): It seems that the farmers spray chicken disinfectant sprays after the outbreak, 
and then they reintroduce the pig about a month later. 
Answer (Yamazaki): Basically, we are doing the same in Japan. 
 
Question 2 (Yamazaki): Do you have any idea why you could prevent ASF? 
Answer (female): I bake bread at home and sell it at the market, but I did not do it when there 
was an ASF outbreak in the settlement and kept myself inside of my house as much as possible. 
Answer (Yamazaki): Very correct response. One of the causes is that humans may bring viruses 
attached to shoe soles and car tires into animal breeding facilities without noticing. During the 
epidemic of animal infectious disease in Japan, it is recommended to refrain from going out and 
spray disinfectant (slaked lime) on the premises. 
Answer (woman): I am glad to know that we have taken the same measures as in Japan. 
 
Question 3 (Yamazaki): Your pig breeding facility is made of concrete and firm. Viruses can be 

carried on the wind. It may be able to prevent virus 
invasion because it is made of concrete. How was the 
breeding situation of the ASF outbreak farms in the 
village? 
Answer (female): Instead of being made of concrete, 
they were made of poorer materials such as wood, which 
are easy to wind. 
 
Second farmer. Opposite the first farmer’s house. He 
invited us. Traditional Thai stilt house. Built in 1995. 
Rearing 2 buffaloes, 1 cow and 20-30 chickens.  

 

 
 
MARIKO OGAWA 
Date：Around 14:00, November 11 

Place：Village in Nghe An(Near mountain area with a national park) 
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-56 year old woman. She has 4 children, 3 of them are already married. One child lives with her. 
Another one is a doctor. Other children live in her neighborhood. 

-A child living with her helps home. 
-She has lived here since she was a child. 
 
-She has no inconvenience regarding water resources. Through an electric pump, clean water 
from the river upstream easily reaches her 
house. 

 
-Currently, livestock is one pig, eight dogs,    
20-30 chickens (?)(Picture 1). 
She heard that a few neighbors lost pigs due    
to ASF(African swine fever)(?). She sold her  
pigs before they get ASF. She bought the  
medicine by herself and gave it to the pigs. 

 
-She has 6 ha(?) of forest. She has some  
income from farming and livestock, so she  
shares some of her income with her children. 

Picture 1：Livestock shed surrounded by fence of concrete 

 
After Interview… 
 
HUA XIAOBO 
After brief interview (one hour for each 
household), we went to a lake in the village, 
where will be invested and developed as an 
ecotourism in a near future. I still doubt whether 
the project will succeed or not, while the 
government staffs seem very confident. The 
natural scene here is very beautiful.  

Interestingly and surprisingly, we heard from 
Decha sensei that villagers here prepared for 
performance for us. Dance! We saw the traditional 
and ethnic dance, and even joined the dancing 
group. At that moment, I forgot the doubt and 
worries from the interview, what I could remember 
is the smile and warmth from the local people.  
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Day 5, Nov 12   Fieldwork in Nghe An Province 
 

AM: Visited a melon greenhouse and one household to conduct interviews. 
PM: Back to Hanoi 
 
 
Group 1 
 
DAM THI DAO 
- We visited a householder who has three sons and two daughters. The youngest one is 24 

years old and still single. His family has 2500ms of growing rice and 5,000m2 of plating tea 
leaves. They raise two oxen and thirty chickens in the garden, and make rice alcohol. Besides, 
this household has 30,000m2 to plant acacia. Though their income from agriculture is 
relatively low, he and his wife feel satisfaction and sometime they give money to their 
children. 

 
RABI’AH AMINUDIN 
●   The informant has five children (3 boys and 2 girls) 
●   4 are married and work in Saigon, Tam Quan, and Dalat 
●   The youngest one (boy) is 24 years old and still single. He lives with the parents 
● His daughters work at textile factory while the sons mainly work at construction sites. 
●   He has 2500 sq2 of rice, 5000sq2 of tea, and two cows and 40 poultry. 
●   All the land around the house belong to him 
● The three of them (husband, wife, and youngest son) work on the agricultural land 
● After harvesting, the rice only enough for the family consumption as they produce 

approximately one tonne for a season 
● The last season, they were only able to produce 300kg of rice due to water issue 
● The water source mainly depend on rain and therefore, due to weather change resulted in 

lack of production 
● For tea, they produce around 400-500kgs of tea leaves per month and sell it for 4000VND 

per kg. However, tea can only be harvested for 6-7 times a year 
● Traders come to the village and buy from villagers. However, it is heavily dependent on the 

market price. According to him, the tea price has increased over the years. 
● They started to plant tea since 5-6 years ago as he opened a new land to plant tea. 
● The government allocated a plot of land however it is considered as degraded land and not 

as productive 
● In previous years, they are able to hunt in the forest, find timber and other resources due 

to less strict government’s regulations 
● However now they go for hire works to harvest Acacia trees. He himself has 2500 sq2 Acacia 

trees which requires 7 years cycle to be harvested 
● For the whole 2500 sq2, he is able to get 10,000,000 VND after a complete cycle (7 years) 

and usually for a hectare, they are able to gain 70,000,000 VND on average 
● Four of his children went up to middle school for their education and one up until the 3rd 

grade 
● The land used to be bamboo forest until 1990 which government encouraged them to open 

the land 
● A neighbour of his mentioned that she had plenty of land plots and gave some to other 

villagers 
● The villagers are given a Certificate of Land by the government  as evidence of their 

ownership and inheritance purposes 
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● Prior to the opening of the land, both of the interviewees lived in the same village but other 
areas and they relocated due to hunger issues still within Fukhsan Commune but closer to 
the road 

● The lands of former village were returned to the government and they also did not have land 
certificate to prove their ownership 

● Now, due to stricter government regulations, they lack side-income opportunities to buy 
bigger things that requires more money. 

● The children who live outside did not send money back to the family because they have to 
take care of their own family and sometimes even ask for money from their parents 

● The two sons return to hometown once a year or once in two years while the girls often visit 
the family a few times a year as they have to take care for their family-in-laws as well 

● The house his family currently residing in was built in the year 2000 and he mentioned prior 
to that, the house they lived in was not in good quality. He mentioned that the kitchen was 
recently built in 2018. 

● He also just bought a smartphone and learning how to use it 
 
Group 2 
 
HUA XIAOBO 
(Through QL7A road to HL6 road) 
In the morning, we visited a greenhouse for melon. They use very effective and modern way to 
cultivate melon as below. However, I felt it is still very easy to get disease. How to use chemical? 
How about skill training for laborers? What is difference between traditional way and the way in 
using greenhouse? 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Then, we moved to an ethnic village (Black Tai) for interview. 
 
HH3 
Male, 60-year-old, Black Tai 
This interviewee participated in Cambodia War as a soldier during 1978 to 1982 from Vietnam. 
(He can get social welfare from the government.) 
Children in this household: three sons and one daughter. 
First son: working in a coffee farm in Dak Lak Province 
Second son: doing farming in this village 
Third son: working with the first son in a coffee farm 
Daughter: off-farm working in Duong Province, which I heard is an industrial province. 
In terms of land-use: 
・ Rice: 1,500 m2 (three plots, 500 m2 for each) 
・ Bamboo 
・ Protected forest 
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Road here is very well built. It has been hardened four/five years ago. 
 
This interviewee responded to me that he is very satisfied with the current living conditions and 
life. In his mind, economies here have been developed a lot, people here could get insurance 
and medical care from the government, and children here could go to school. Those are great 
changes towards a better life.  
 
In terms of money or saving, he told me he may sell bamboo and livestock if money is largely 
needed. 
His first son bought land ten years ago in Dak Lak Province. Even so, his son is still not “rich”. 
(I guess it is related to coffee production and coffee price.) 
His son may send some money to him every year. It is about 200,000 VND per year.  
He thinks people should be kind, honest, doing legal work and help each other. That is what he 
taught his children. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DINH LE NA 
Hami melon (Cantaloupe) 
- Hami melon garden: 7000 trees 
- 1 fruit/tree, in the 8-9th leaf from the root 
- “In the dry season, the quality of fruit is better in the rainy season. Not good in the rainy 

season. Tree absorbs more sun energy”.  
- Price 55000 VND/kg (over year), 1 fruit/kg. 
 
HH3 
- 60 years old 
- Get married before go to war (<18 years old) 
- Thai ethnic group (Thai Thanh) 
- Poor household 
- War solider: 1978 – 1982 (in Khmer and Pon Pot), study to become a officer in Can Tho (in  

8 months), work as security officer 
- Family member: 

o Son: 1982, live in Lam Dong province, for coffee planting, 10 years 
o Son: 1983, farmer, live in village 
o Son: 1987, work with elder brother in Lam Dong 
o Daughter: 1990, work in Binh Duong province (in garment factory) 

- Agriculture: 
o Animal husbandry 
o Rice: 1500 m2 
o Acacia: 1000 – 1500 m2 
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o Bamboo: 1 hectare 
- Exchange labor for supporting and union.  
- Occupation and Income: 

o Rice:  
• Annual income: 0.4 – 0.5 ton -> 0.1 ton for food 
• Agriculture fee: worker 200000 VND/500m2, machine 250000 VND/500m2 

• Elder brother gives 200000 VND for Tet holiday 
o Bamboo product: 7-8 bunches of bamboo/day, 15000 VND/bunch, take products 

- Villagers come to talk in afternoon 
o Time: 4-5pm 
o Discussion 

• Tell historical stories 
• Funny stories 
• Learn together in agriculture activities 
• Plant tree to create forest 

- Problem happens in village: unhappy, stolen -> gong in past, speaker now 
 
CHATUBHOOM BHOOMIBOONCHOO 
On the last date 12th Nov 2019 at Anh Sơn district, I interviewed one Dai ethnic interviewee. 
He is the veteran and had ever fought in Cambodia. His children also have migrated to work in 
the big city as well as the children of the interviewees yesterday. He is also a farmer.   
  
One good thing that I found in Vietnam, especially Anh Sơn district is the social capital. Two 
days in Anh Sơn I knew đoa ̀n kết (Connect each other), tương trợ (Help each other), đổi công 
(reciprocity) which they almost perish from Thai culture. 
 
We went back to Hanoi after interview the last interviewee. 
 
Conclusion 
Thank you very much for the opportunity from Kyoto University to me and all participants.   
 
Group 3 
 
DECHA TANGSEEFA 
Nov. 12, 2019 (9:05 A.M.): 
Interviewing A Couple 

1) Xxx: 58 years old. 
2) Had had some problems w/ his eyes:  

a. Cannot see clearly: the left could not; the right almost could not see.  
b. Hence, he had not been able to work much and had been staying in a hospital 

most of the time for about 2 years already.  
c. The real problem started about 20 years ago: 

i. Being a hunter, he went in a forest and someone mistook him as an animal 
and shot him (2 bullets): one near the neck, the other near the heart. The 
first bullet was later pulled out, but the second was not, hence affecting 
the eyes.  

d. His wife had taken care of him since then.  
3) He had 5 members in his family: 

a. Son (35 years): had cancer in the brain, at the last stage 
i. Both father and son had had to go to the hospital – too often.  

b. Grandson (7 years): staying in that house. 
c. Daughter-in-law: lived in Ho Chi Minh, worked in a hospital 
d. His wife stayed in that house, too. 

4) His wife’s daily routine: 
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a. Doing laundry, cleaning the house, and cooking; and when we met, it was not the 
time to farm or to harvest.  

b. Sometimes, she had been hired to do manual job, e.g., collecting bamboo. 
5) Their son and daughter could not sent money to them.  
6) He and his wife were both born in that area.  

a. They grew up together. 
b. After he came back from a war, they got married in 1983 
c. They had 4 children (2 sons, 2 daughters) 
d. The second son and his wife had a house next door (but they had been working 

in a factory in Ho Chi Minh), they had 2 children. 
e. Both daughters had got married: 

i. One lived in Kam Son (?), He An province 
ii. The other in Kee Son (?),  He An province 

f. She had encouraged her daughters to get married: 
i. One finally got married in 2011  
ii. The other in 2011  

7) Seeing that the floor of their house looked beautiful, I asked when did they have it done? 
a. 3 years ago, 10 million VN Dong 
b. So, I asked why did they chose to have the floor done like that? 

i. They told us that the 2nd son had money, came back and invested in it in 
order to make the house looked clean. 

c. So, we asked when the house was built: it was in 2002  
8) Then, we also interviewed his wife: 

a. Her health problem: 
i. Heart problem: artillery 
ii. High blood pressure 
iii. Headache  
iv. Sometimes she became unconscious; it's the problem she had had since 

she was young. 
b. She hailed from Vinh (?) province -- very far from where we met.  

9) Asked how he usually travelled to the hospital: she accompanied him to the hospital, by 
bus.  

10) Land: bought by themselves in 1987 
a. Asked whether they had any “red book”?: They told us that it was in the process 

(started 3 years ago) and that they would get it soon.  
b. But at the beginning, this land was not for building house, but for farming.  

11) They moved into this area in 1991 (at this point, I wrote in my note that her story was 
confusing; so we changed the direction of the conversation). 
a. 1983-1991: they were staying in another place (5 kms from there), and they moved 

there in 1991.  
b. Asked why moved there, they answered: because land condition in the former place 

had not been good. And there were so many people there: 8 persons for a piece of 
land of 165 square meters to be used for farming rice. Hence, it was not adequate.  

c. Now: they were on a piece of land of 5,000 square meters, only for farming rice and 
building house. 

d.   At the beginning:  
i.  Officers didn’t agree for them to stay there, but they chose to stay there. 

Afterward, she gave birth and finally the officers agreed for them to stay.  
ii.  “Red Book” important because if she would have it, none would be able to take 

her land. 
iii.  She said she didn’t understand why it had taken so long. 
iv.  Totally, the area stated in the “Red Book” would be 5,000 square meters: 

1.  Including 2,700 square meters for the house and garden 
2.  300 square meters for XX?  
3.  2,000 square meters for the rice paddy field 

12) Asked about the second son and his wife (who worked for the same company): 
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a.   Salary of: 
i.   The son: 5,000,000 VN Dong (she was unsure) 
ii.  His wife: 5,000,000 VN Dong 

 
(Unfortunately, our time was up and we had to leave them, 

though we still had other questions.) 
 
ADACHI MARI 
Decha, Adachi, Marvin, Visakha and Dao visited a house. The owner of the house, his wife and 
the elder son cannot work because of their health condition. 
 
VISAKHA PHUSAMRUAT 
Informant No. 5  
Don’t work much in the last 2 years 
Right eyes cannot see, almost blind 
20 years ago, he was a hunter in the forest and got shot 2 times, hospitalized, 1 bullet near the 
heart 
Visit hospital almost every year 
Wife need to take care of the informant, some farm work and paddy field 
Family members 

‐ 5 members in total 
‐ Son has final stage brain cancer + wife studying and work in hospital in Ho Chi Minh 

= grandson live with grandparents. 
‐ 2nd son + wife work for a company in Ho Chi Minh 
‐ Daughters – got married and moved out to stay at different village in gum chaou, Nghe 

an province 
 
Informant No.6 
Routine work – washing cloth, clean up the house, cooking 
Got hired to do any work available/ cut woods 
Born in this hamlet 
Get married in 1983, war time 
House changes  
New floor, 3 years ago renovation, 10 millions paid by Son 
House was built in 2002 
Health: high blood pressure, heart problem, unconscious since very young before she got 
married. 
 
Land use 
Live in this land since 1987 after got married. Land bought by themselves.  
Red book has been under the process, which is now 3 yrs already. 
Red book means no body can take our land. She doesn’t understand why it take long to process. 
This piece of land is for agriculture, not for building house. (certain proportion required sq.m. 
for house and agriculture) 
 
 
Group 4 
 
YAMAZAKI WATARU 
Third farmer. She has a husband and three children. She breeds dogs with puppies. She lost two 
children at the age of 18. It has been using river water since the well was broken. She feels life 
is painful. She got one cow worth 10 million VND (from the commune?). She borrows 15 million 
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VND from the bank at an annual rate of 0.9% and pays 14,000 VND every month. She is suffering 
from liver disease. She is distrusted by modern medicine, so she is receiving traditional medicine, 
but the cost of treatment is as high as 400,000 VND per month. She has a hard time living, 
saving food and medical expenses. It costs 150,000 VND every month for education. The 
traditional medical clinic is 5 km away by motorbike. 
 
Impressions: During the interview, she seemed to have been depressed at all during the 
interview, as to whether health or money issues were affecting. Compared to the first farm, 
there were fewer furnishings and it seemed financially depressed. I was worried that she would 
be mental illness, such as depression, as well as liver disease. 
 
The first farmer who managed to ride the flow of "economic growth" and the third farmer who 
did not have the chance to ride were very contrasting. Is the former "equality", in which everyone 
is equally poor, disappearing, and will the inequality increase with the difference of individual 
efforts, abilities, luck, etc. under "equal opportunities"? As experienced by Asian countries 
including Japan, the flow of "economic growth" in Vietnam today is not expected to stop, and it 
is assumed that the material wealth of society as a whole will improve. On the other hand, I 
wanted to know a little more about how the safety net for the marginalized people is being 
prepared (or how to build it in the future). 
 
The economic inequality that had existed since at least the Nguyen dynasty should have 
disappeared once Vietnam adopted socialism and denied the private property system (everyone 
became "equally poor"). However, there is a clear economic gap between Nghệ An's first farm 
and the third farm. From their generation or about a generation ago, I imagined that the 
accumulation of these small disparities between generations would eventually lead to a greater 
gap between rich and poor. Ironically, it seemed that the process of socialist policies aimed at 
establishing an equal society clearly visualized the process to be produced economic inequality 
and wealth disparity.  
  
OGAWA MARIKO 
Date：9:00~10:00, November 12  

Place：Village in Nghe An 

 
-A woman (Picture 1). Living with her husband and two 
children. The children are 5 and 9 years old (?). 

 
-10 years ago, her family moved here from another district. 
Because the area where she lived  
before became more crowded. When she moved here, she 
borrowed money from a bank to buy farmland. 

 
-Her husband has liver disease. He cannot work much, so 
income is low. In his daily routine, in the morning her 
husband goes to the river to catch fish (Pictures 1, 2).  

Picture 1：Looking at caught fishes

with her(left side) 
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-For her daily task, she takes care of the tea plantations 
around her home. She also goes to a farmland (rice?) a little 
away from her home to check the cows grazing there. Other 
tasks are cooking, cleaning, and so on in her home. 

-She is asking her children to help home after graduating 
secondary school because of shortage of labor. 

 
-In her husband case, medical expenses are fully guaranteed 
by country (in her case, not fully guaranteed).  

-For treatment of his disease, she buys traditional medicine 
near this village every month. 
The medicine fee is not covered by insurance.  

-I have ever taken him to hospital in Hanoi for treatment of 
western medicine, but now I don't go there. Because she 
heard that a neighbor died after treatment of western 
medicine.                                                                     

 
-She saves food expenses to pay for children's 
school fees and my husband's medicine. At 
present, I'm asking my acquaintance whether 
she can get support from the country or not. 
 
-A serious problem is that the water pump is 
broken. This pump is for obtaining clean water 
from the mountains. There is a well in the 
yard, but it is also broken. Only a little water 
is available from the well. 

-She doesn’t have enough water for living and    
agriculture. Rice is poor quality (Picture 3). 

-For bathing, she goes down to river 2 km away  
from home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  Picture ２：Caught fishes 

Picture ３：Rice grown in her farm 
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Day 6, Nov 13   Reports and Presentations by the Participants 

 
THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS OF WOMEN IN RURAL AREAS IN VIETNAM: A CASE 
STUDY OF ANH SON DISTRICT, NGHE AN PROVINCE 

Le Binh Minh | Can Tho University, Vietnam 
 
 

First of all, I want to say thank you so much the Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto 
University and CRES for giving me such a great opportunity to attend this seminar. 

What I get from this seminar is, first, networking among Southeast Asian countries and 
CSEAS, CRES members. I am very happy and lucky to know such great persons from (Thai Lan, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, China, Japan and Vietnam) and sharing not only culture but 
also knowledge with each other. I hope that we are can continue this networking in the future. 

In this seminar and field trip, my main focuses were investigating success factors for 
sustainable development, equality and exploring the rural development strategies for women in 
rural areas in Vietnam. Women are more vulnerable to sexual and reproductive health problems. 
It is assumed that one of the main reasons for women vulnerability is lack of healthcare services, 
as argued by Su et al (2014). Additionally, the paper of Reyes and Lu (2016) shows that “both 
the poverty of the women, and their traditional roles at home put them in a vulnerable position”. 
In turn, bad long-term health conditions can be caused by poor living quality and inattention to 
health. Ranji et al. (2007) and Jatrana and Crampton (2009) point out that women are more 
likely to postpone receiving health care because of financial resources. Other barriers in 
accessing healthcare services found in the studies of Lane and Cibula (2000) and Marshall et al. 
(2005) are gender inequalities related to social roles and cultural norms, lower levels of 
education, precarious employment and irregular administrative status. 

Along the seven-day seminar, participants attended the workshop, field trips and sharing 
sessions. One-and-a-half-day field visit was conducted in two Hamlets in rural Nghe An to collect 
primary data. The respondents were asked about their daily live activities including livelihood 
assets, livelihood strategies, livelihood outcomes and future prospects. 

All farmers could access to electricity, telephone network and roads. Farmers practice 
farming mainly for household consumption with only a little surplus for sales and barter trade. 
They plant rice, corn, sugar cane and raise some animals such as buffalo, cow and chicken. 

In the first day, my team visited two households that they are satisfied and happy with 
their livelihoods. However, in the last day, it is really a sad story. We met a 49 years old woman 
who are living with her husband and three sons. They actually have five children, but two of 
them died long time ago at the age of 17-18. They are Thai people, who live in mountainous 
region of Nghe An Province. Their land is far away from streams so their lands are relatively dry. 
That is the reason why their productivity is very low compare to their neighbors. The couple earn 
very little cash income due to subsistence-based farming. Their production totally depends on 
the irregular rainfall. Moreover, they have just 0.18 hectare of land which they bought many 
years ago by borrowing 15 million VND from the local bank. That means they also have to pay 
about 135.000 VND every month for the interest.  

They now live with their three sons, all of them are in primary and secondary schools (grade 
5 to grade 7). The couple have health issues so they just do simple things to earn money.  
Although they do have health insurance they cannot afford to go to provincial hospital in Vinh 
City or Ha Noi City, so they get traditional medicine in their village to help their health.  

Having asked how she view her life in the future, she wish to still live well to raise her 
children in her communities. She hopes her children will finish secondary school (grade 9) and 
get a job there. She said hopelessly with her children that they should try their best at least to 
have a better life than she does. 
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All in all, the government should consider more into the imbalances between rural-urban 
gap, gender gap and other social issues affect women in rural areas. It is not easy for us to stop 
it, but we can make it become a good change for the community. 
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43rd Southeast Asian Seminar, CSEAS, Kyoto University 
Reflection paper 

Dam Thi Dao | National Chengchi University, Taiwan 
 
 

Since Vietnam embarked on Doi moi (Renovation, or economic reforms), the country has faced 
many challenges and risks to sustainable development. Among other things, the agricultural 
sector has been strikingly changed because of globalization and urbanization. This change is by 
no means only happening in Vietnam today. Other Southeast Asian countries face similar 
problems as well concerning economic growth, cross-border development, gender and equality, 
pandemic, and so on. Against the backdrop of growth versus equality, we took two field-works 
in two different areas in Vietnam to learn about the country’s experiences in socio-economic 
transition. I focused on the question posed by Dr. Dao The Anh: “How small family farming 
should be modernized?” in the changing context during our trips in Hanoi’s peri-urban and Nghe 
An’s frontier areas. 

First and foremost, we visited and deeply interviewed two households in the silkworm 
weaving village (Team 13, Phung Xa, My Duc, Hanoi) and the flower village (Tay Tuu, Hanoi) 
respectively.  

The former has discovered new ways to preserve and uphold the traditional weaving (worms 
weave themselves to make silk blankets). They also diversify silkworm-made products(skin-care 
mask) and create job opportunities for villagers (purchasing cocoons (silkworm) from other 
households). The latter’s land for planting flowers has been getting smaller and smaller by 
urbanization since the 2010s. His family, thus, has had to hire arable land on a larger scale and 
labors in other districts (Dan Phuong) and neighboring provinces (Bac Ninh) to grow flowers. 
Surprisingly, his annual income has increased considerably compared to before. The two 
households represent successful cases in dealing with socio-economic changes in post-Doimoi. 

Secondly, we visited Anh Son’s district office, Phuc Son’s commune office, and Cao Veu 
village in Nghe An province. We interviewed three households (including two women and one 
man whose subsistence primarily depends on doing agriculture). Generally speaking, household 
farming here has faced lots of difficulties such as poor quality of land and severe weather 
conditions that are unfavorable to develop rice, a relatively limited level of education, and 
inconvenience of transportation. Nevertheless, they have potentials (such as natural landscape 
and traditional cultures: weaving, dancing) to develop eco-tourism and labor exports as 
alternatives to doing conventional agriculture. Instead of growing rice, moreover, they have 
plant tea leaves, sugar cane, acacia, Hami melon (in new technologies), and so on. 

From experiences in Hanoi’s peri-urban areas, I would suggest that if cultivators have 
capital, information, knowledge, and willingness, they can catch up with new ways to maintain 
traditional handicrafts and continue doing agriculture. Nghe An’s border areas depict a different 
picture, however. Since less and less young people want to make a living by doing traditional 
agriculture, this region faces the aging workforce in cultivating crops and afforesting. Thus, eco-
tourism and capitalizing agriculture (merging small family farming into agricultural firms) may 
be considered as alternatives. Developing infrastructure, such as roads, is an immediate task to 
get done as well.  

In conclusion, answering the question of “How small family farming should be modernized?” 
is not an easy task, especially in the context of aging agricultural labors in Vietnam today. The 
answer may be varied from area to area, depending on specific settings. I have come up with 
the idea, therefore, that what should be done to deal with a farming aging workforce in 
developing countries like Vietnam and Myanmar.  
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Livelihood in rural areas and peri-urban areas in economic transition period of 
Vietnam (toward sustainable development) 

Dinh Le Na | University of Social Sciences and Humanities  
of Vietnam National University, Vietnam 

 
 

The transition from the planned economic form to the market-based economy has created many 
changes in urban and rural life. For rural areas, the impact created changes in the livelihoods of 
households, moving from subsistence agriculture to market orientation. From an agricultural 
perspective, it is a shift in terms of land use and livelihoods, from doing land-related jobs, 
farming gradually shifting to handicrafts and services in suburban areas and industries in urban 
areas. 

The shift in rural livelihoods can be observed in the peri-urban areas of Hanoi. Chuong 
village, who make conical hats and Phu Vinh village, with bamboo making, is now the place 
where agricultural production activities become secondary. People still work in their fields to 
earn enough food for their families’ demands, but their income is mostly from processing or 
trading handicraft products. The production network of handicraft products can be envisioned in 
Phu Vinh village as follows: 

 

 

 

 

The above model demonstrates the creativity in the production organization of farmers in 
the vicinity of Hanoi. For a year, at times when it was imperative to take care of rice or cash 
crops, they would go to the field. In other times, they do handicraft production. In this fieldtrip, 
this is particularly bamboo and rattan products in Phu Vinh village. 

Decreasing livelihood activities related to agriculture and gradually shifting to non-
agricultural activities is a common feature of many other areas. This happens similarly in Vietnam. 

First of all, it is necessary to clarify the characteristics of the size of agricultural land and 
the relevance of productions methods in different rural areas of Vietnam. In the North, 
temporarily from Ha Tinh province, the rice field is a combination of small fields with an area of 
1000m2 to 2000m2, enough to meet the needs of a household. This is legalized in the Land Law 
that defines a minimum plot of land for each rural household. In the South, along with the 
tradition of wet rice cultivation, with large plot areas (up to hectares) and mechanized farming 
methods, Southern farmers have been involved in the process of marketizing agricultural 
products for a long time. Rice is harvested and delivered directly to the mill and sold to the 
market. While harvesting process in the North is still quite manual, the rice is harvested, move 
to home, dried at home and used in the family. 

Meanwhile, in the Central Highlands region, most of the land is used to grow industrial 
crops, typically coffee. “Farm” in this area is known as “coffee farm”. Area in hectare, ten or 
hundred hectares. Of course, farmers no longer use land just to serve family needs. Agricultural 
products are mainly used for trading and market participation. The status of self-sufficiency in 
the family is almost gone.  

However, the challenges faced by rural areas are similar. The phenomenon of leaving rurul 
sphere lead to the issues of lack of labor and agricultural knowledge fading. Regarding 
agricultural land, many agricultural lands have not only been able to produce in 6 months/year 
due to lack of water. The quality of agricultural land is also declining and infertile soil because of 
chemical fertilizer and intensive farming. Although it is not a new problem, the value obtained, 
the agriculture has been and still depends heavily on wholesales, creating a situation of unstable 
and low prices. 

Households:
- Make small 
pieces and 

uncompleted 
products

Collectors:
- Collect uncompleted 
products -> decorate

- Make contacts to sell 
to big companies

Big companies:
- Sell or export 

(mainly)
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To find out solutions to the current situation of rural Vietnam may require a lot of diverse 
and profound researches. However, some initial directions may need to be considered based on 
Bourdieu's theory of Social capital 

Social capitals are different from areas of Vietnam. In the North, the subsistence agriculture 
makes stable and independent household. They bring the remarkable values are (record in Phu 
Son, Anh Son, Nghe An): “Tương trợ” - help in difficult situations in life, “Đổi công” – help each 
other in turn without money paid toward union (đoàn kết), “Đạo hiếu” – children try to pay back 
parent’s efforts and take care parent when they getting old.  

In the Central Highland (Jrai people), with larger household’s land lot, subsistence 
agriculture makes more stable and independent household. However, their social capitals are 
quite different due to their indigenous cultures: “Equality in inherit”: each girl has lands when 
they get married: a small rice field, a land for house (at least) and a land for coffee planting 
and; “Important female role in society”: mother make order and keep power in financial decision, 
“Independence”: all people try to work depend on their abilities (kids, elders, weak heath) and 
find ways to earn money (sell vegetables, work in field). 

Thus, facing the same issues, each rural area in each region of Vietnam will have different 
potential advantages and disadvantages. Therefore, to find a solution to the problem toward 
sustainable development, it is necessary get the overall view, start in understanding local rural 
areas. Then, we can find the suitable solution for local-based development. 

An example: my current project in Lâng Loan Village. 
- Action planning and community-based development: strategy toward sustainable 

ecosystem and apply traditional living style 
- Combine economic with social and cultural development: indigenous traditional methods 

in planting (organic products) and processing. 
- Sustainable life first, sustainable economic development will come. 
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Report 
Muhammad Bahrul Ulum | University of Jember, Indonesia 

 
 
It was a great experience to be part of this 43rd Southeast Asia Seminar 2019 entitled, 
“Economic Growth, Ecology, and Equality: Learning from Vietnam.” Given that the seminar 
offered discourses on Southeast Asian studies from diverse perspectives and disciplines that 
focus on Vietnamese development, I learned much throughout this one-week program. There 
are several points for which I have got experiences from this event. First, I started to have broad 
networks across Asian countries, specializing in Southeast Asian Studies. In particular, I have 
new networks across Southeast Asian countries from Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam, the 
Philippines, and Thailand. I have made an intensive communication with them and the possible 
academic cooperation and collaboration on the multidisciplinary studies on Southeast Asian 
researches. I am indebted to the Center for Southeast Asian Studies (CSEAS) Kyoto University 
that held this successful event. I also want to express my gratitude for being rigorously selected 
at this annual event. Second, I have more understanding of Vietnam. Since this is my first 
intensive workshop focusing on Vietnamese development, I have had more invaluable knowledge 
to study and further research that significantly contributes to my research field. I am interested 
in studying the regulatory regime of economic development under post-socialist Indonesia, and 
it is relevant to the case of Vietnam today.  From this seminar, I hope my new insights will help 
me to specialize in my field in a comparative study between the two countries. 
 
What have I learned from this event? 
 
Vietnam is a new emerging economy, and the prediction shows that Vietnam will be the new 
balancing power in Southeast Asia. This country has a robust development in the economic 
sector, and many figures and researches have asserted the promising economic development 
and investment in Vietnam. One of the essential impetus for this development is ushered by the 
combination of liberalization and central economic planning, applied by the Vietnamese 
government. On the other hand, numerous challenges face contemporary Vietnam, mainly when 
the economic agenda has boosted national growth. Sustainable development is amongst the 
central theme to debate. It can be exemplified by the way the government has fostered to realize 
food security. Over the years, Vietnam has recorded its progress in establishing food security. 
However, the lucrative potential for agriculture has declined due to industrialization and housing 
demands. Amidst its agricultural productivity, the country has gradually become difficult without 
breakthroughs in agricultural innovations and its social agenda that providing certain lands for 
agriculture. 
 
Learnings from Anh Sơn, Nghe Anh 
 
By considering Vietnam as a net exporter of food, particularly rice products, it may be expected 
that this country will benefit from international prices. However, this does not apply to all people 
because less than half of Vietnamese households are net sellers (Tran Mạnh Hùng, 2009). This 
fact also applies to households in Anh Sơn, Nghe Anh. Households in the region mostly produce 
food for their consumption. They are lack of skills in cultivating new crops, and the government 
regularly conducts classes for farmers in the region on agricultural management. 

In Anh Sơn, Nghe Anh, rice is the main crop. Households in the region cultivate rice to meet 
household stock for consumption, and they also diversify food cultivation to maize, cassava, and 
sugar cane. The main problem to plan crops is water. The irrigation system is still a challenge in 
the region. The availability of water strongly causes the cultivation of crops other than rice. In 
order to meet their basic welfare, the government provides healthcare insurance support.  
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Fieldwork Report 
Rabi’ah Aminudin | International Islamic University, Malaysia 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Vietnam is experiencing rapid economic growth and predicted to be the 20th largest economy in 
the world by 2050 (PricewaterhouseCoopers, 2017). The economic shift initiated by Doi Moi 
reform initiative in 1986 with the aim of creating a government driven free-market economy has 
led Vietnam to new heights of economic development. However, this also creates new struggle 
for Vietnam as often experienced by newly developing economies in maintaining the right 
balance between economic growth with ensuring the sustainability of such rapid growth. This 
new dilemma of Vietnam does not only affect the economic dimension of the country but also 
the social aspect of the society. As such, the opportunity given by the 43rd Southeast Asia 
Seminar on “Economic growth, ecology, and equality: Learning from Vietnam” which as 
organised by CSEAS, Kyoto University together with Central Institute for Natural Resources and 
Environmental Studies, Vietnam National University (VNU-CRES) on 7th until 13th November is 
a highly valuable experience for 11 young researchers from six different countries (Malaysia, 
Thailand, Vietnam, Japan, Indonesia, and the Philippines) . The first day of the seminar on the 
8th November started off with knowledge sharing of Vietnamese experience of development 
from Vietnamese scholars from VNU-CRES and Vietnam Academy of Agricultural Science. The 
sessions allowed the participants to gain in-depth knowledge about the host country and 
provided the foundation for them to have a better understanding of their fieldwork context. The 
participants were also exposed to relevant research areas by CSEAS scholars through their 
presentations in the afternoon. The interdisciplinary approach by this seminar is attractive and 
unique as it did not only focus on social sciences areas alone but include natural sciences 
research perspectives through the presentations. 

In the second day of the seminar, the participants were divided into two groups in which I 
had the opportunity to visit two of the village crafts assigned; 1) Lang Chuong making conical-
hat village and 2)Phu Vinh rattan-bamboo craft village. In Lang Chuong, we visited a family who 
is still in the business and considered as artisan of the village. We were shown on the conical 
hat craft making and how it is being maintained and passed down from one generation to another. 
We then proceeded to Phu Vinh rattan-bamboo craft village in which the village operated as a 
cooperation with specific groups specialize in different parts of the craft. We also had the 
opportunity to buy the craft directly from the sources. Few issues identified in both villages are 
that they do not have enough skilled human resources to cater to increasing demands especially 
for the Phu Vinh rattan-bamboo craft village and most of the crafts require delicate skills that 
are not easily passed down to younger generations. We proceeded with fieldwork trip to Nge 
Ahn Province on the third day where we stayed for three nights. 

Our fieldwork in Nge Ahn began with visit and briefing to one of the District in Nge Anh 
Province which is Ahn Son District Office. We were briefed by the highest authority in the district 
on the background of the District, the operation of it, and the plan for economic development of 
the District. We then proceeded to the Xa Phuc Son Commune Office for knowledge sharing 
session with the Commune members. Stimulating discussions and Q&A session took place in 
both offices as it is a valuable opportunity for foreign young researchers to have access to the 
authority. We then proceeded with fieldwork trip to villages in the area. We were divided into 
few groups and tasked to interview two houses. The field trip of the day ended beautifully with 
impromptu traditional dance session by the villagers and the researchers. The warm welcome of 
the people leave the participants with beautiful memories of this particular field trip. The 
following day, we visited a watermelon farm and a village at the Lao-Vietnamese border for 
fieldwork before we returned to Hanoi. 
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The final day of the seminar in Hanoi, all the participants presented their findings and the 
relevance of the seminar to their research. It has been academically stimulating experience as 
it is the first time I have joined an academic seminar of this nature. The combination of academic 
discussions with fieldwork experiences within a week has given me the opportunity to relate the 
theoretical perspectives with empirical data. It also allows me to grasp the information more 
effectively as well as build greater strength of network with all the researchers and scholars that 
I was acquainted with during the seminar. I would like to thank CSEAS, VNU-CRES, the 
organising committee as well as the participants for the incredible experience I had throughout 
the seminar’s period. 
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Presentation title: Insights and observations on urbanization, rural-urban migration, 
and globalization (post-1986 Doi Moi economic reform) 

Marvin Lagonera | C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group, Philippines 
 

 
In this report, I share some broad and preliminary insights and observations from our fieldwork 
in craft villages located in the peri-urban area of Hanoi as well as local villages in Anh Son district, 
Nghe An province. During the fieldwork, I focused my inquiry on broad thematic areas of 
urbanization, rural-urban migration, and neoliberal development. The focus on these topics 
emerged as a mix of my topics of interest, but also from common yet diverse rural-urban 
migration narratives and experiences that emerged from household interviews during our 
fieldwork. Through the lens of migration, I was also able to get some ideas or snapshots of 
family, religious, social and cultural aspects of their daily life. 

In terms of regional context and trends, it would be good to note that the upward trend of 
urbanization is expected to continue across the Southeast Asian region until 2050, including in 
Viet Nam. According to the World Bank Data Bank, by 2050, urban population is expected to 
grow to 69.4% of population in the Philippines, 54.9% in Viet Nam and 65.9% in Indonesia. In 
Viet Nam, there are various reports showing increased rural-urban migration trends. According 
to the government report Migration and Urbanization in Viet Nam: Viet Nam Population and 
Housing Census 2009, there was a sharp increase in inter-provincial migration compared to 
inter-district migration from 2004-2009. In Nghe An province, there was an increase in (1) rural-
urban migration and (2) the size of inter-provincial migrant population. Bigger cities and 
provinces have received a high number of inter-provincial migrants from 2004-2009. 

During our fieldwork, it was quite interesting to note that in the various households we 
interviewed, there were common but diverse experiences relating to migration, from rural-to-
urban, inter-district or inter-provincial, or sometimes, going abroad. During the course of the 
interviews, the family members mentioned various economic factors, such as higher salary in 
bigger cities like Ho Chi Minh, labor-intensive work in rural village, and lack of demand for locally-
produced woven products. Officials from Nghe An province also described the expansion of 
services-based economy in the province, such as the commercial (hotel, restaurants), 
entertainment services, and eco-tourism sectors, which opened up many new opportunities in 
the urban center. Other migration factors mentioned include education in big cities (including 
vocational training) and marriage-related decisions to move. 

At the same time, there are various enabling social or physical networks or circuits that 
seem to facilitate movement from rural to urban areas. These include village trainings from 
recruiters, microloans targeting rural families who would like to send a member abroad, but also 
physical networks such as improved road transport infrastructure across provinces in Viet Nam. 

One common thematic response from the families was the increased risks and anxieties 
associated with increased migration. These come in the form of economic risks and anxieties 
such as higher levels of debt from their payments for pre-employment arrangements, physically 
risky jobs such as construction, and lack of job security. However, these risks also include various 
forms of individual anxieties such as stress from physical risks encountered by family members, 
decrease in personal communication among parents and children, and lack of land security and 
health insurance. 

Moving forward, it would be interesting to continue to understand how urbanization, rural-
urban migration, and globalization continue to interact with each other. These are broad and 
complex topics, but what the interactions with Vietnamese villages showed me was the complex 
and diverse effects of migration(s) on the daily lives of the rural families. With urbanization 
expected to continue to rise together with economic growth, these broader trends will put 
pressure on various sectors including rural families, communities and villages in Viet Nam. 
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Summary Report 
Danesto Anacio | University of the Philippines Manila, Philippines 

 
 

Economic growth, ecology and equality is something that resonates well with me as 
environmental scientist since these are important factors that play a role in sustaining 
development efforts across various scales. Viet Nam, which has undergone rapid development 
based on personal anecdotes when I visited Ho Chi Minh (Saigon) last 2015, is a good case to 
study for the interaction of these variables. My utmost gratitude to Kyoto University, through 
the Center for Southeast Asian Studies (organized through Professor Yanagisawa Masayuki and 
Ms. Motoko Kondo) for allowing me to participate in the 43rd Southeast Asia Seminar to further 
widen my perspectives regarding development issues not only in Southeast Asia but in any 
administrative region worldwide. I would, therefore, like to share my observations about my 
experiences during the said seminar. 

I would start with the role governance systems play in dictating development concerns. As 
a nation founded on socialist-communist ideologies, Viet Nam appears to rely on neo-liberal 
methods to promote economic growth. This initial thought arose from an observation that the 
government controls, at the same time, allows a certain degree of privatization and participation 
in free market systems to share its produce in a national and global scale. Craftsmen and other 
artisans are in a certain position to be controlled by state policies (such as the establishment of 
artisan villages) to market their goods, but also have the agency to freely participate in local, 
national, and international markets (such as the case of Mr. Hia who exports their silk products). 
In reflection, I like to further pursue the role of empowered administrative governance levels as 
a key enabler in allowing such phenomenon to exist. 

Next is the system of healthcare, which I presume to be based on socialized insurance 
systems. Respondents have shared that healthcare is free in government clinics, but the quality 
is perceived to be of poor quality. This is where culture comes into play, specifically through the 
access and practice of alternative medicine. Such practices are unregulated and freely operate 
with significantly higher costs amidst the existence of socialized healthcare insurance. There may 
be other factors, aside from culture, that lead citizens to prefer traditional medicine, but there 
is a need to strengthen the role of modern healthcare institutions to provide its services to the 
people. However, I’m not saying that traditional medicine be relegated, but on the contrary, 
should be strengthened, too, because alternative medicines are based on cultural knowledge 
and natural resource bases. If these are unnoticed in the name of development, the quality and 
efficiency of such medical practices will be negatively affected. At the same time, such alternative 
medical practices are not enough to provide healthcare. Modern healthcare systems should be 
strengthened to provide equitable and quality service for Viet Nam’s citizens. 

A related health issue is the current African Swine Fever (ASF) epidemic. It is good to know 
that there are state efforts to control the disease, including the involvement of Kyoto University. 
For this aspect, I’d like to highlight the role of information flows for development issues because 
in the case of the Philippines, several misconceptions are prevalent for ASF, prompting the 
release of IEC materials by the Department of Health. In the case of Viet Nam, it appears that 
village residents in our case communities were informed by their commune and state personnel 
regarding the disease through house visits. This demonstrates a commendable hands-on, 
personal approach (which is highly effective) for informing citizens. 

Another observation pertains to harnessing ecological resources and its entailed activities. 
I am amazed by the landscapes we visited because I saw almost no idle lands! There is always 
something planted, whether a vegetable, ornamental, or woody plant, or a field is currently in 
the state of being prepared for another cropping or had just been harvested from. This is the 
case for peri-urban and rural areas. On the other hand, the maximized use of lands for 
agricultural practices entail a form of substance use. While it has been shared to us during the 
seminar that organic farming is being promoted, additional efforts by the government should 
also include solid waste management, and other smarter approaches to agriculture. 
The high regard for eco-tourism has been discussed repeatedly by various commune leaders in 
Nghe An, but I would like to emphasize the role of culture to counter the inevitable ecological 
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and social costs of tourism. Carrying capacities should be carefully studied to allow a certain 
number of tourists per area per time. Additionally, a good sense of cultural identity should be in 
place to allow the presentation of cultural dances and other practices without being modified 
negatively just to suit a tourist’s demands. 

Finally, I would end with an observation about Vietnamese urban social dynamics. I’d say 
that economic growth allowed citizens to obtain motorized transport more easily. This led to the 
increase of motorbikes plying the streets, and increased probabilities of traffic jams, traffic-
induced stress (such as patience-related and irritability-associated issues arising from idle time 
in traffic), and traffic accidents. Surprisingly, I was amazed how a traffic accident I witnessed 
was quickly resolved. There are many factors in play which I like to enrich in a future study. 
Urban social life is important for discussions pertaining to economic growth, ecology, and 
equality because how we relate with our urban environments (ecology and equality) is very much 
affected by our notions of development, culture, and other social variables (economy and 
sociology). 
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Effective natural resource management in Phúc Sơn:  
Lesson learned to the sustainable water management for ecotourism in Vietnam's 
border village   

Chatubhoom Bhoomiboonchoo | Naresuan University, Thailand 
 
 

Local officers Nghe-An province have a policy to support eco-tourism.  However, it might cause 
the over exploitation of  water resource, in particular, the villages, closing to PDR Lao’s border 
which always face water shortage. Therefore, the effective way to manage fishery sustainably 
at Phúc Sơn can be a good lesson for border villages to manage water sustainably.  I argue that 
8 principles of Ostrom still a good starting point to consider for manage water sustainably.  To 
obtain sustainable water management, I propose that local people at the border villages. 
 
1. Villagers and state officers of the commune should work together to define the clear boundary 

of water resource, governed by each local village.  
2. Each village should try to follow, is to know the water supply capacity in each area and try 

not to over exploit it, particularly, when the area is filled with the huge number of tourists. 
This might prevent the water conflict between agriculture sectors a tourism sector too. I think 
that the most important character that support the sustainable water management. 

3. To manage water for agriculture sector and tourism sector sustainably, local people in each 
area should cooperate to create water utilization plan, water utilization rules. Furthermore, 
water utilization rules need to be flexible and can be adjusted to fit with local conditions such 
as the number of population, the weather/ climate change, the volume of water supply in 
each season. 

4. The monitoring system should be carry on by local people for their own benefits, especially, 
the people in the lower riparian area or the people who face water shortage should be elected 
or selected to be the water guard to monitor water utilization of each person in such area. 

5. The sanction for the water utilization rules violator should be provided gradually and 
compatible with the offence that such violator did.     

6. The water conflict between each water users or between each community should be settled 
promptly and easily in commune administrative level. 

7. The rights to use water and manage water according to the local social contract/ local 
tradition/ water agreement need to be recognized by government. 

8. The regime to utilize water need to be connected with the external water management regime 
of Vietnam.   
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“Small but Beautiful” 
Livelihood Analysis of Vietnamese Ethnic Minority 
Reflection of Field Research Anh Son District, Nghe Anh Province, Vietnam 

Aryasatyani Dhyani | Chulalongkorn University, Thailand 
 
 
Ahn Son District, which located in Nghe Anh Provinces are claimed to be the poorest district in 
Vietnam. Covering area of 60.000 km2 is a home of 110.000 populations which 8.000 among 
them are ethnic minorities. Sharing direct border with Lao PDR this area known for heroic 
contribution during 1930s Vietnam Revolution. With beautiful natural topographic of greenish 
mountains and clear streams, local government plan to developed as ecotourism center. 
 
Livelihood Assesment of Xa Phuc Son Commune 
 
Livelihood defined as “the capabilities and assets (including both material and social resources) 
and activities required for a means of living. A sustainable livelihood defined as capabilities to 
cope and recover from stress and shocks, maintain or enhance capabilities and assets, and 
provide livelihood opportunities for the next generation”(Chambers and Conway, 1992). Based 
on interview from households in Anh Son district agriculture is the main livelihood for local people 
there.  

The first household interviewed is a woman whose livelihood is mainly based on agriculture. 
With 1.500 square metres lands which divided into growing rice, maze, and sugarcane. Her 
household consist of five family members including her daughter, son in law and two 
grandchildren. Her grandchildren are receiving ethnic minority scholarship under government 
subsidy. As income from agriculture is not enough and uncertain. Sugarcane is newest crop that 
she grow only started 3 years ago. This is because there is a sugar company that come and 
promoting the sugarcane seeds and fertilizer then promise in buying the first crop as high as 
900.000 VND/ ton. However nowadays sugarcane crops only 670.000 VND/ ton. 

Second household is with only 1.500 square metres lands which divided to grow rice and 
maze. With only 400 kgs rice production each season this household are classified as poor family 
under government standard. Under government subsidy healthcare and electricity cost are 
covered although is not enough. Another income came from selling pomelo oranges which her 
daughter grow at the in laws home. She enjoy weaving the traditional materials, and nowadays 
government sometimes asking the traditional ethnic dancing group to performed in occasion in 
central district. She really enjoy to be part of community and waiting the subsidy from 
government to realize the ecotourism plan. 
 
Demographic Changes and Migration Out 
 
The third household we interview is located at different commune of Anh Son District. Compared 
to the first commune we visited the other day this commune have concrete permanent houses. 
A man who owning large 10.000 square metres agricultural lands, which divided into rice, acacia 
plantation, and 5000 sqm2 tea plantation. He also still mentioned that this situation is difficult of 
only depends on agricultural crops and not having immediate cash for daily needs. He have five 
children which 4 among them already move out having own family and working in various works 
like constructions, textile factories  in cities. However, the problem of his children that migrate 
out and working in the city are also facing economics difficulties there, hence instead of getting 
remittances from his childrens, he needs to send some of his income to help his childrens in the 
city. 
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The Spirit of Communalities “Doi Khong”  
 
The migrating out of manpower from the village because the difficulties to get a job and small 
income from agriculture are happening in Anh Son District, just like in another Southeast Asia 
peri-urban villages. Many youngers looking for a job in other neighbouring country like Malaysia 
Thailand, Singapore but not everyone earn enough to help their family back in the village. This 
also causing another social problems in the village which is the drain of manpower. Community 
must survived in performing the social functioned and everyone must support each other by 
voluntary working help neighbourhood or in Vietnamese known as “doi khong” or “pai e joi” (tai 
ethnic language which come from ไปใหช้ว่ย (thai language means go to help). The same tradition 
of sharing the works in togetherness also known in Indonesia as “gotong royong”. This is small 
but beautiful things of living in the community is to sharing and caring. 
 

  
Session with Xa Phuc Son Sub-District Office Interviewing Household of Xa Phuc Son 

Commune 
 

  
Nature beauty attraction of Anh Son District The lady member of Anh Son ethnic dance group 

  
Traditional ethnic house at Xa Phuc Son 

Commune 
Semi permanent house at Xa Phuc Son 

Commune 
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Natural color used in coloring weaved fabric at 

the craft village 
Farmers mixing pesticide to spray the small 

piece of flower farms he owned 

  
Silk weaving scarf product of craft village All participants after successfully presenting 

their field research results 
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Rethinking the Role of Identity and Privacy Rights in the State-Village Relations in 
Vietnam 

Visakha Phusamruat | National Institute of Development Administration, Thailand 
 
 

“On one travelling website, photos of yellow flowers, gerbera, strikingly represent Tay Tuu flower 
village. The space, once a green field of vegetable plantation had been redesigned to be a site for 
high-tech farmland supporting eco-tourism. Now what? The traditional flowers were replaced with 
foreign flowers: Lily, Bell and Rose -- for export. Mr. X’s flower land, once three times larger in size, 
now was taken away and redistributed to serve the new demands of the ever-expanding city. Striving 
to make the most from his last piece of land, Mr. X sought a shortcut: applying chemicals for time-
saving and selecting only high-profit flowers. He also rented other businesses’ lands outside the village 
to grow flowers. What Mr. X did was “just to keep the land in the village”. Most Flowers travelled from 
other lands to sell at the village. At 4 pm, Mr. X’s worker performed the evening daily routine; 
chemicals were springing in the field, and the remaining was dumped in the waterway.”  

“At Mr. Y’s artisan house in one of the oldest silk weaving village, workers were packing the silk 
blanket and scarves, preparing to deliver them to stores. The space on the wall was covered with 
certificates and rewards received from national and local government for the most creative mind in 
lotus-weaved products. The idea of lotus silk from Burma was introduced to the Mr. Y’s wife, trained 
in agriculture with an entrepreneurial mindset. Still, despite time and effort spent on extracting lotus 
thread, lotus-silk was hard to sell compared to traditional silk due to its much higher price, and not 
produced fast enough to export. A short walk from the store, the artisan’s house pops up in the middle 
of modern designed houses and small manufacturing facilities with high rise walls and closed gates. 
Inside was a woman weaving the silk threads. Smoke came from pots dyeing silk-woven clothes, 
using natural colors extracted from tree leaves and peels. What we have done is good for the 
environment; what has come from nature can be returned to nature, a staff member told us.” 

“In the rural area where he was raised as a young boy, memories of President Ho and his family 
were kept in the way they should be and always had been at historic site of President Village. Visitors 
and tourists would pay him their respects with bright yellow flowers. The local guides lead us from 
one place to another, provide us with narratives, and warn us about those areas restricted from 
photo-taking. The guards were placed at the center pavilion with the image of President Ho at the 
center. One might notice some changes. The garden at the entrance was replanted with vegetables, 
where once there was a pomelo tree, guava and mango grove.” 

“Experience adventure, the indigenous people and an Eco and spiritual tour”, is the plan of the 
district government for the hamlets. Buk’s house was not full; her son works abroad, and her husband 
works in another city, so Buk is left alone with her daughter-in-law and her grandson. Buk’s hobby is 
to sing and dance and is not shy to perform to strangers. If she had the necessary support and 
resources, she would not hesitate to run a restaurant and cooking class for visitors. Buk and the 
village guide arranged a traditional dance and invited us to join in. Young kids, each with a smartphone, 
watched us dancing, snapping photos and videoing. Not far from Buk’s hamlet, Kaew, a kind of fast-
growing tree good for logging, would be found in the villagers’ backyards. The uncle, owner of a new 
tiled floor, suffered from poor sight and health issues, making him unable to work. Sons and their 
wives who work in the town send money to support the family.” 

 
The information from the fieldwork in Hanoi and Nghe Anh province illustrate how the way of life 
and identity of villagers in peripheral urban and rural areas has been significantly affected by 
the recent developmental projects proposed by the Vietnamese central and local governments. 
The challenges are on preserving the old versus paving the way for the new demands of the city, 
the changing functions and weakened role of the villages within the new plan, as well as how to 
restore the power balance in the village-state relation.   

In the peri-urban areas, changes in policy and area planning have caused great uncertainty 
to the existing businesses, their survivals and job security in the area. Relocation, state’s taking 
back lands, and new neighbors directly threaten the village identity, which depends greatly on 
the area long history and traditional reputation, availability of networks built over decades until 
becoming established as village. Place identity is the key resource besides the product quality to 
keep flower and silk villages alive and remains attractive to visitors, thus enabling them to 
market their products and generate income. In response to such changes, some chose to take 
sustainable way to revive and rebrand the business. However, the other, in resisting to survive 
and keep the name in the village, may take a departure from sustainable goals, causing long-
term effects on environment and goodwill, and declined numbers of visitors in the long run. The 
villages would go through better transitions if they have more active voice in policy changes and 
been provided with proper remedies for those affected by the policy.  
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Villages in the rural area close to the border are assigned with new tasks to impress visitors 
with “experience adventure.” Threats to villagers and the community come from their exposure 
to the outside. As villagers generate the experience to visitors, they are also shaped by 
experience received from visitors through allowing contact, immersing in their traditions, 
observing their way of living, thoughts and memories, or how they might change their behaviors 
to appease the outsider. Take for instance some values and meanings attached to the traditional 
performance may be altered from the originals. One might doubt if the tradition is part of their 
life, or just a means one makes a living as a group performer. The function of identity has 
changed from identifying if one should belong to or be excluded from a certain group, to be a 
resource for generating income.  

The nature of challenges on village identity found in the rural area are different from those 
encountered by the peri-urban in two aspects. For rural village, threats go to the inner core of 
their identity. Those are not only how they make for a living, but how they form and understand 
themselves as a group, shares biological connection, persona, character, language, memories 
and ways of life inherited from previous generations. Another different aspect is on the tendency 
that the new demands will preserve, freeze and frame rural villagers’ images into their old way 
of living. Doing so may prevent them from making choice to adopt modern lifestyle or give up 
living the traditional image. It is from this view that the state intervention has such powerful 
impact at individual and community levels that it could override their autonomy, free will, self-
determination, fundamental rights as a person, collectively defined as a group. To rebalance the 
power, more space should be allocated for hearing villagers’ voice, seeking mutual goals and 
shared visions with the villagers as well as opportunities to access to resources to fulfil policy 
goals. The plans should be made upon their voluntariness to continue the tradition and open to 
the outsider. Choosing to become part of the sight of nation’s historic scene, villagers should 
gain more abilities to control the conditions of exposure. Those are, such as, when to welcome 
guests, when to reserve some uninterrupted time and respect for rituals or the ceremonies 
restricted to only members of the group, and their chosen way to tell their stories. These 
conditions are necessary to ensure that their sentimental values are preserved and placed in the 
right context, not leaving in the hands of businesses and policymakers. 

Understanding privacy rights from autonomy and freedom to self-development perspectives, 
the cases call for rethinking privacy in two ways. First is the function of privacy in protecting 
group and community identity in the society. Whether and to what extent privacy can go beyond 
the basis of protecting individual autonomy, to ensuring ability to self-control and decision-
making as a group to protect their collective border of identity.  Second, whether privacy rights 
can be exercised collectively through a community body, which enables them to participate in 
policy-making affecting community identity development. Based on such perspectives, privacy 
is valued in keeping the balance between the power of the State and villages, through mediating 
dependence, autonomy and coordination within such relation. Vietnam’s socialist ideal asks us 
to rethink privacy meanings in a community-driven society, in resistance to changes, in times of 
identity re-building and transition, and the implications for collective rights to privacy. 
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Summary Report 
Unang Mulkhan | Lampung University, Indonesia 

 
 
The 43rd Southeast Asia Seminar “Economic growth, ecology, and equality: Learning from 
Vietnam provided a great combination of productive activities through lectures, field works and 
workshop. I have gained knowledge on the progress of Vietnam on the current issues on 
economy, ecology, gender and equality. Lectures from experts enriched me with information on 
local context and global challenges that we are facing such as on the issues of new technologies 
and new economies, sustainability and climate change, globalization as well as poverty and 
urbanization. From the fieldwork, I have learned the business practice of Small Medium 
Enterprises (SMEs) in Vietnam and their roles in the local economy. The practice of SMEs can be 
reflected from places which were visited, namely, Làng mây tre Đan phú vinh (Phu Vinh bamboo 
rattan), Làng nón chuông (Conical Hat village), Làng lụa Hà đông (Silk village) and Làng hoa Tây 
lựu (Tay luu flower village). Thus, I was able to analyze the local economy and value chains in 
the community using Sustainable Local Economic Development (SLED) point of views. I found 
that local enterprise agglomerations and clusters are needed. Furthermore, there is the need of 
new policies and develop instruments which can support local artisans’ businesses.  

For the case of SMEs in Vietnam, the idea of the multi-stakeholder initiatives is important 
to increase the SMEs’ efficiency and innovation capability through considering the concept of 
substantive economy which can be linked to production and distribution in order to strenghten 
human and nature. The concept of embeddedness is also relevant to the case of Vietnam where 
social action is essential situated in social context that provides meaning and regulatory 
framework for the SMEs. To this point, the SMEs can be inserted in external production networks 
or value chains with multi-stakeholder interventions in order to strengthen their positioning in 
global supply chains. In practice, I propose four steps in assesing sustainable local economic 
development in Vietnam. First step is to understand the current situation or position of the local 
community in relation to economic aspect. Several studies can be conducted in this step such as 
defining local boundaries through LED analysis, mapping territorial competitiveness, setting up 
governance rules and regulations, understanding actors, networks and capacities, as well as 
zooming in on sectors, clusters, value chains, and entrepreneurship. Second step is to know 
where is the direction or goal through determining vision, objective, target group(s) where they 
are conditioned by local history and specificities at macro and micro levels. Third step is to set 
strategies to achieve the goals such as through place and actor-based strategic options, 
entrepreneurship and SMEs development, value chains/clusters/ innovation systems, 
institutional development, transition management, and infrastructure, building business 
incubators, BDS/finance,  government arrangements and processes. Fourth step is to monitor 
and evaluate all aspects on agreed goals and strategies through systematic assesment and 
evaluation. These all steps can also be implemented in the community in Nghe An province, 
especially in Cao veu village of Anh Son sub-district and Kim tien village of Phuc son sub-district 
in how villagers can organize themselves through the idea of eco-tourism as the local 
government aimed.  

In conclusion, the seminar has provided best practice and context of Vietnam as the most 
economically-robust countries in Southeast Asia that shifted from a socialist regime to a market-
oriented economy. Thus, to some extent, the seminar has contributed to the direction of Vietnam 
to have better strategy through cluster development, innovative capacity, building network 
synergies, and creating agglomeration externalities through the balance of growth, ecology, 
and equality.  
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Remarks 
 

“Six days might be too short for the seminar”. This is one of the opinions from the organizing 
committee. Ideally, the longer the better. We could, however, get to know each other, we 
could learn about Vietnam, we could get information on rural-urban differences through 
fieldwork, and we could finally somehow deepen our own knowledge on relationship between 
economic growth and inequality. Although this report does not show any answers to cope 
with the issues caused by the socio-economic gap under the economic growth, I believe 
that these attempts during the seminar could be an important basis for us to do so.  

On behalf of the 43rd Southeast Asia Seminar, I would like to express my deepest 
gratitude for all participants and colleagues to join the seminar and also readily share their 
own presentation files and field notes for the final report of the seminar. I would like also 
to express my sincere and special thanks to Kondo Motoko for her great support to manage 
the seminar as well as to edit the final report. 
 
 

Yanagisawa Masayuki 
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