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The first two confirmed cases of SARS-CoV-2 infection in Indonesia were announced by the 
President on March 2, 2020. At the beginning, LITBANGKES (National Institute of Health 
Research and Development -NIHRD) was the only laboratory authorized to perform PCR tests for 
SARS-CoV-2 infection. When the number of cases increased significantly and rapidly, more 
laboratories are authorized to do the PCR test. Not only the laboratory but also the Government 
expanded the capacity of treatment by increasing the number of hospitals and beds, including 
isolation rooms and intensive care units, as well as providing various kind of antivirus agents. 
Research and development activities were also accelerated to domestically produce respirators, 
diagnostic tools and reagents, AI-based hospital equipment, etc., including the Covid-19 vaccine. 
Currently, six institutions are involved in developing the Merah Putih (Red & White – the colors 
of Indonesia’s National Flag) vaccines, using different platforms. Geographic, demographic, and 
socio-cultural situations are additional challenges in this fight. 
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