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The Philippine government has devoted a considerable amount of resources to the rehabilitation and refor-
estation of degraded forest land. However, deforestation and forest degradation have continued to be a
major environmental problem in the Philippines as vast forest cover is lost annually. While large-scale refor-
estation projects have been initiated, most have been far from successful. This presentation argues that soil
is the single most important factor affecting survival, growth, and development of trees and thus, influence
the success of reforestation programs. Within the context of the Philippines, this presentation introduces and
analyzes soil factors that limits the success of reforestation projects and discusses the use of exotic and
native tree species in reforestation. Finally, it presents current research and development efforts to reforest
degraded forest land, particularly the National Greening Program (NGP), and the role of the reforestation
program on soil carbon sequestration in the Philippines.

Facilitator: Mario Lopez

Assnstant Professor of Enwronmental Soil Science at the Department of-En-
;s wrbnmental Sc;ence‘ School of Science and Engineering, Ateneo de Manila
‘Universi ,__f’ ines. He obtamed both hIS Ba:;helor of Science'in Agrl-
' laster (Sdll Science) from Visayas
‘He flnlshed his Mastbr in Agro-Enwron-
A ,Agrlculture and Veterinary Medi-
ed Gra uate ‘School of Agricultural Sci-
_ ;ﬁé‘l.*. a reclplent of the AIé“)(anm{é\'lsﬁ‘
Hurﬂbwdt Re ch Fe maw?htp-auh'e Institute of Soil Sc,;q :
gust-Uni‘hefs‘t Gt ('G,ermany) He.is‘alsb a«p‘ractlding 'fartnekaf

.,.




